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Retesting Sirhan Sirhan's gun and 
reexamination of bullet evidence in 
hi* 1068 trial were ordered Thursday 
in an effort to resolve doubts about 
the issassinatiofi of Robert F. Kenne- 
dy 

Robert F. Wenke, presiding judge 
of the Superior Court, issued the or- 
der at a hearing that required less 
than five minutes to turnpike. . 

The order was granted on petitions 
filed by CBS and Paul Schrade. one 
of the five persons wounded in the 
pantry of ttie Ambassador the night 
Kennedy was mortally wounded 
After the brief hearing. Schrade 
told reporters: 

It's a great victory because it 
opens up the possibility of finding out 
the truth in this case. There are verv 
serious errors and gaps in the origin- 1 
at testing by the Ux Angeles police 
crime lab. 

"Some of the evidence is misang- 
and we’ve got to find out the answers 
to these questions if we are ever 
gang to find out if (here was another 
gunman in the room that night* , _ 
A key question in the controversy 
is whether the bullet that Etiuck 
Kennedy to the neck was fired from 
same gun as the bullet that hit 
vstander William Weisef 
A special committee of the Amen* 
. Academy of Forensic Sciences 
reported .that there were 

_ - r n.> 

weituflete' 

oftiwthferae^adifr . > 
i iqade fca rukng atwraskmg 

battery of 13 tHarr*: 
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r “B errrit Hifla attorn ey Tbbra to 
r>2, vi no Just a few BBuis mfflei 
ad been appointed by Acting Dfert. 
Uty. John Howard lo serve as ^ 
counsel on the Sirhan natter, 
joined in the retesting notion made 
by CBS and Schrade. 
i But outside the cewtnom.-'Kiaia, 
who once worked as an AtJvawte'iian 
In' Kennedy’s political canwS&fiv 
stress that Wenke’# rtthng *d not 
bonsUtut? reopening of the case. 1 
• "It b at this stage only the reek a- 
mining the ballistics, gun and bullet 
evidence that could perhaps Aed 
light on factual differences," he said. 

; After ordering -.the retesting. 
Wenke instructed the attorneys to 
work out an agreement between 
themselves prior to a Sent II hearhuc 
This agreement if to deal with 
procedures for the toning anl the 
appointment of experts to conduct 
the reexamination. 

' Dep. County Counsel Robert Lynch 
asked Wenke to appoint an indepen- 
dent panel of experts to supervise the 
fetesting but Wenke said be would 
reserve such action until after it i 
determined whether the lay 
(he ease «uH come .to a 
agreement on selection of experts 
and procedures. - . y' 

Informed of Wenke's action; How- 
ard one of the prosecutor* to Sir- 
ban's trial released the following 
statement: ' ' r 

"We are pleased by the result erf 
khe hearing today. It will hopefully 
[result in a proper legal approach to 
this most sensitive issue of reexamin- 
ing the ballistics evidence in the Sir* 
’han case . our continuing goal is 
to restore public confidence in the Ju- 
dicial procedures surrounding the 
Soban raise and establish (he uvtK^_ 
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Vo te to Support Suit for New Look at ~ 
Gun Evidence in Sen. Kennedy Slaying 

J , BV SID BEnySTEIX 

i Time* SUli Writer *"• ' 

1 ■» 
i The ioi Angeles County Hoard of Supervisors voted unanimous])' T ue:-day 

• Oj-tton-^ne in ruppoit of a lawsuit secirirf; a reemmination of thf 
pvicienas DO'M'nt.-'rt at thr; trial of Sirhan Sirhan for the asassinatJO/foT^SeA 
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Rftertp. Kennedy. ' *1 would welcome a hearing tnthe 

The Fjpervi=ors ordered County court?." Howard said, TwlTva^ttie 
Counsel John Larsen to join Paul proper rules of evidence." 

Schradc in his petition to Superior By instructing Larson to support 
Court for the right to examine the&hrwle's court petition, the board, in 
Run, ballistics records and other effect, is asking the court for ajefir- 
Jorenric evidence. jng of the Sirhan p-rtcl, s miawoopic 

Sefcradc, a termer auto union exec- *md spccicgraphic analysis of the 
olive, was wounded at the time of bullet fragments and an examination 
the assassination Jinx.- 5. 1968. at the of rephotographed ballisue exhibits 
Air.la-sador Hotel. by a forensic expert. 

Schnidc'p petition contended that This rcesujawatiwi. Ward contend- 

only by testing Sirhar/s gun ar.a the**; * ?*? ed 10 S™ 11 * 

bullets entered into evidence will n,pubiic doubt sunouiidmg the henne- 

ever be posable to determine v.heth- ■ T f' ia r' i i!? uon , . u 

er only one gun or more than one Ba 5 rid Chairman James A. Hayes 
gun was fired when Kennedy was caution in reojvning the ease, 
shot down, and Srhrcde and four oth- ^ be cahcd for the mten-enlion b) 
«r persons were wounded. county government. 

Schrade is sur/voned in his ccnten- , * ,x: ' *ho)c subject .ha.- been 

tlon. Supervisor F.d Edelman pointed wound for tcnra. y&rt 

out, bv a special committee of the IWW ' Hayta said. If it could be 
American Academy of Forensic reused in some proper 

Sciences. The forensic experts asked *L!££' Jl d be W the best mterea 
that the case be rcmc-ned to JooV. into d* l ^ e 0ul;iaC - **' 



what they believe are apparent dis- 
crepancies in the oolljstics evidence. 

The board al=o rerfuested ?runs 
Dirt. Aliy. John Howard to intervene 
in the Schradc case or «*!: ih* ap- 
pointment by the state Supreme 
Couri o! a special mailer to reopen 
the controversial otsarrination case. 

Ho. said id he intended intake a 
proper posture in the Sthrode suit 
and on a similar petition filed Tues- 
day by the Cbiumbia Broadcasting 
System, 



He emphasized, however, that his 
mam ecreem was obtaining a proper 
judicial forum for examining the 
complex and controversial assassina- 
tion case. That route, he told the 
board, appears to lie jr. a suit similar 
to Seh rack's or by a high court ap- 
pointing a special master for a more 
thorough reopening of the case. . 

Supervisor Baxter Ward, who in- 
troduced the motion for support of 
Schrade, charged that Howard, as 
prosecutor in the Strhan case, was 
more interested m protecting the 
prosecution record than m pursuing a 
reopening of the assassination. 

Howard denied cither conflict tt 
Interest or a rrluclanee to enter the 
case. He said he and the late Dia. 
Atty. Joseph Busch were considering 
methods of taking the Kennedy as- 
sassination to court just before 
BOEchvaath. . ' ■ 



vidence Hearing 
fl sked for Sirltan : 



The California Supreme 
t has been asked to order 
new-evidence hearing or Qw 
freeing of Sirtian B. Sirtian, 
convicted assassin o4 Sen. 
Robert T. Kennedy. 

The petition, filed here yes- 
terday by Beverly Hills attor- 
Godfrey Isaac, also seeks 
naming of a special master to 
tear new evidence. 

The petition ts based on a 
second gun-second gunman” 
theory of the slaying as ad- 
vanced by author-journalist 
Theodore Charach. 

The petition further charges 
that evidence was intentionally 
suppressed by the district at- 
torney’s office during. Sirhan's 
trial lor the slaying of Kenne- 
dy in the Ambassador here to 

AA j 

Charach't investigation a( 
the incident purportedly 
torned up a part-time security 
guard who witnesses— not 

called at tiie trial — stated 
firing his weapon at the 
Kennedy was shot in the 
pantry. 1 

Also questioned are the dti? 
ballistic studies of Lot 
Angeles police criminalist De 
Wayne Wotfer. which prompt- 
ed a probe of possible evi- 
dence tampering two years 
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I Jo nyjrtep wSSSm S to & S ir- 
ban's attorney aid be vSTutTlB* 
state Supreme Court Monday to roop- 
» the investigation into the death of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy tat June, 
[966. Attorney Godfrey Isaac claim- 
ng be has new evidence, aid he 
alked with Sirhan at San Quentin 
ast week and described Strhan as ex* 
cited and happy at the prospect of a 
new probe. The request reportedly is 
based on the claim* of aome ballistic* 
experts who contend that a aecond 
gun might have been used in the 
sSying wXennedy. . . T 
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hTaac^idTic dfrcumeg Hjej 
fSTacuon with Srhan last Friday it 
on Quentin Prison. Describing fat* 
inerting wJiSirhanljaKBakt Z 

[ 'He ms csated and happy about 
the petition and was hopeful that 4 
hearing will be granted to definitely 
determine whether or not he wstthe 
ex who shot and killed Sen. Kenre- 
' ' ■ s 

The defense lawyer added. U Sir- 
ban had some recollection of the 
events, it would he helpful but he 
has no such recollection.’ * 

, Isaac filed a petition for writ of h£ 
ben corpus seeking Sirharrt release 
and a companion petition for error 
eoram vogis, which if a request to 
the high court to consider evidence 
beyond the trial record. - r. 

Both criminologist Wolfer and tlx 
district attorney's office were criti- 
cized in the 55-page brief filed by 

Isaac - • -v 

• Isaac in summarizing grounds for 

the petitions, stated: - 

TMdence that tended to sh*/w that 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was not 
jidlled by the bullet from Sirhardi gun 
was deliberately, intentionally and 
willingly suppressed by the prtttaij 
tion and their agents.' 

i-.„ ' \i 

Vfc ia asserted in the petition that 
outside ballistic experts have deter* 
mined that the bullet taken from the 
senator's body substantially diffenf 
from me removed from William 
Weisel, an ABC-TV newsman, who 
was also shot in a pantry of the Ami 
bassador. . : .4 

, The petition maintains that trial 
evidence which led to Srhan’s April 
17. 1969. conviction for first-degree 
murder showed that there were fire 
■moves on the bullet taken Cram 
Kennedy but that bullets purchased 
by Sirhan had «ix grooves 

Isaac cited affidavits by William W. 
Harper, a Pasadena criminalist, and 
Herbert L MacDonneU, director of 
the Laboratory of Forenac Science 
hi Coming, X.T. eupporUng this con- 
tention. * 

* Much of the evidence contained la 

Die exhibits filed with the petitfoo 
was developed through the efforts of 
freelance Investigative reporter 
Theodore Sharach, who along with 
photojoumalist Gerard Alcan has 
produced a movie entitled The Sec- 
ond Gun 1 * 

The petition specifically j 
(ffiTtbERT was cause to 1 








tc corfty gu ard Thane Eugene Cesar stay hav e fired htf 
srcTjEfTThd hit the senator. Cesar, who could not ft , 
reached for comment, was accompanying the senator' 
through the hotel pantry area when the June 1 1968, at- 
tack occurred. , - 

Wolfer was the target of a separate legal action filed 
Monday in the state Court of Appeal here. Former Dep. 
Dist Atty. Jack Kirschke's attorneys, Roger Hanson and 
Griffith Thomas, charged that Kirschke war convicted of • 
killing his wife and her lover in 1967 through the perjured , 

tfiGSonJf hf Wolfer. 
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sues. 
Argued in 
RFX Death 1 

| WASHINGTON (API — 
i -The Supreme Court today 
\ declined to review the con- 
ivictioo of Sirhan Bishara 
Sirhan for the murder, of 
|Shn. Robert F. Kennedy. 

Birtan’i lawyers claimed in 
an appeal that police ban 
searched his mother’s home an- 
constitutionally after the 1® 
shooting and that there waa 
new evidence be did not fire 
the fatal bullet. i 

•The court rejected the appeal! 

74 without comment Sirhan is 
. serving a life sentence. He Ini- 
tially was condemned to execo- 
i tion but was resentenced after 
'■ the California Supreme Court 
- ' outlawed capital punishment » 

' M San Quentin Prison, 
spokesman lee DeBort add 
Sir ban had “ao reaction at an , 
when told of tbe high court's 
decision. " - 

“He has not been one to read 
to much of anything,’* DcBord 
said. -When It comes to legal 
moves like this he’s generally 
very placid." 

• Kennedy was slain Jane a, 
IKS, *t the Hotel Ambassadir 
in Los Angeles after winning 
the state's Democratic prest- 
. dentlal primary. . 

poUowing the shooting, prtiee 
• searched Slrban’s bedroom la 
his mother's home to Pasadena 
without a warrant. Tbgj wow J 
.red notebooks containing an 
entry, *'BFK Vast Die,'’ and 
•sed them at the 1*61 trial 

I 1b response to toe 

CsHfornia sUte nfftrials saw 
— tj^ state Supreme Court ban 
vied correctly that emergency 
1 jirctimstaoces justif ied 

; Trsnttrwithoul a wurfatr~— • 



(Itovnt Olpplwg In Belew) 




(Indicate po«». »«■* •* 
avwspapar, city a»d »•«•••) 



A-l Herald Examiner 
ioa Angeles, Calif# 



bic 



do,. i 2 / 20/73 

E41UO.I Tuesday B Star 

Donald Goodenow 



cameten 

•r 

CUiMiaeatlwi . 

S«fealttl*« OHle#i 

n B*isq 

^zeelse 

SOWMJIE 



b 7 C 





- -**nuce were itKrtimiteff 
concerned with atcertamiag 
Immediately whether eo-coo- 
spiralm to Uw shoolmg of Sen. 
Kennedy were at large and, if 
to, whether the attack wu fast 
the first one of a aeries at 
planned assassinations of presi- 
dential candidates or other high 
government officials,’ 1 the state 
said. 

Sirius’s lawyers, to trying to 
win a new trial for the 8-year- 
t M Sirius, claimed also that a 
team of * psychiatrists, physi- 
cians, physicists and others had 
uncovered “significant physical 
evidence” that Sirius did lot 
Are the fatal bullet. 

The Mate replied that “on- 
fortunately this new tvidenc* 
was not presented to the Cali- 
fornia Supreme Chart and l> 
not in the record on appeal, to 
review of a Judgment of • Matt 
court, this court is bound by 
the record oo which that Judg- 
ment Is based.'" I 

The high court laid atmplj 
that It was denying Sirhu'a pe- 
tition for a bearing. 

In other action* today, Ike 
court: , ; i 

—Agreed to review a ruling 
that It to unconstitutional to 
deny food stamps to households 
with dependent college Mu- 
dents. ' • . 4 

—Rejected consumer advo- 
cate Ralph Nader’t bid to re- 
open the ITT-Hartford Insur- 
ance Co., antitrust case that 
ance Co., antitrust case that 
raised a furore over aDeged po- 
litical influence tut year. 

—Turned down an appeal by 
the Memphis, Turn., school 
board for review of a deseg- 
regation plan involving the bus- 
ing of some 14,000 students. 

—Declined to review a tower 
court decision which curbed the 
power of politicians t o Are statu 
because of TNH JWB- 

ticr 
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Skhan Skips Parole" 
Board Appearance 

I J Would Be Waste of Time, 
Prison Authorities Told 



I uM*t •* TM TMnrn Irtw • «M «fWv 

SAN FRANCISCO — Sirhan B, 
Sirhan, convicted assassin of Sen. 
‘Robert F. Kennedy, declined to’ 
make his scheduled appearance be-- 
fort a parole hearing panel Tuesday 
at San Quentin. , 

A prison spokesman said Sirhan 
had told authorities that am appear- . 
a nee would be « 'waste of time" be- 
cause he would not be eligible for 
parole until May, 1916. *■ 

j Meanwhile, the two-member panel , 
referred to the full eight-member 
adult authority the case of Robert 
Wesley Wells, 63. Sentenced to die 
for assault on a prison guard. Wells 
was the subject of a celebrated cle- 
mency campaign in the 1950s. 

HU sentence was reduced by Gov. 
Goodwin J. Knight to life imprison- 
ment without parole. The authority 
could recommend that his sentence 
be reduced to simply life Imprison- 
ment, making him eventually eligi- 
ble for panjle. But only Gov, Reagan 
its cTTLTyvw ercd to order th e sentenc e 
'reduced. **" 
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Parole Hearioaior 
-Sirhan Scheduled 



SACRAMENTO W — A pwole 
nearing for Sirhan B. Sirhan, the 
tnan convicted of assassinating Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, Is scheduled for 
next week at San Quentin Prison, a 
California Ajjtilt Authority official 
said Thursday. I 

Sirhan had been sentenced to die 
In the gas chamber, but the Califor- . 
nia Supreme Court decision last 
Feb. 18 outlawing capita) punish- 
ment in the state reduced that to life 
imprisonment — meaning ■ mini- 
mum of seven years. r 

Joseph A Spangler, adroinistra-f 
tlve officer for the nine-member 
Adutt Authority board, said Sirhan's 
parole hearing is one of about 100 
hearings— including three other for- 
mer Death Row inmates— that will 
he conducted at the prison begin- 
ning next Monday. I 

The 28-year-old Sirhan has been at* 
Quentin since May, 1969, after being 
convicted of shooting Kennedy to 
In yhe Ambassadot^HolfiLln 



|e!es in June, 1968. 
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' r Spangl er taid.the > other 
former Death Ttdwln- 
jnates who will hare pa- 
role hearings next week 
ore Nathan Elm on t Eli, 
convicted of stabbing a 24- 
year-old woman to death 
in San Diego County; Dor- 
man Fred Talbot Jr., sen- 
tenced to die for the stab- 
bing-beating death of a 
Ventura County robbery 
victim; and Willie Curtii 
Miller, condemned for 
murdering an 8-year-old 
girl in Sacramento. 

Since the Supreme Court 
decision, parole hearings 
have been held for four 
other ex-Death Row occu- 
pants, Spangler said. In all 
cases the p arole board — 
■ the same as the Adult Au- 
thority board — refused to 
grant parole, he added. 
Similar hearings are 
scheduled for the next 
three months for nine oth- 
er former condemned 
men, he said. 

| Such hearings are In line 
jWith a board policy adopt- 
,ed last March that parole 
sessions for state convicts 
'be conducted within a 
year from confinement— 
when practical 
The state court decision 
lifted the - death penalty 
from a total of 105 men 
’and five women convicted 
tof murdering a total of 165 
jpeople. Besides Sirhan, 
tthe list includes Charles 
hianson and four members 
of his •family* convicted 
of killing actress Sharon 
Tate an d six other per- 
sons.. "■ "*■ 
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SaySirhan 
Didn't Fire 
Fatal Shot 
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WASHINGTON (UP I) —Law- 
yer* (or Sbtao B. Sirban told 
the Supreme Owjrt Wednesday 
"aignificant physical evidence" 
j showed (bat Sirban did sot fire 
■ the twdlet which killed Sea. 

I ' Robert F. Remedy. 

The lawyers said they are 
beading up "a Seam ef 
psychiatrists, criminalists, 
forensic physicians, and en- 
gineering physicists, which 
base uncovered significant phy- 
sical Evidence whkfc points to 
(Sirbau's) non -firing of toe 
fatal Wkt w f 
T he lasvye ra. Rogw S. 
nans rnr ig crAieorge k. Milmaii 

of Beverly Hills, at id they 
recognized the fact that toeir 
comments were outside (be 
record in the case but said they 
were proffered “in partial 
' explanation of an otherwise 
unchallenged contention {Sir- 
ban) was the sole assassin of 
the senator." [ 

in appeal was filed on behalf 
of Shtian asking review of *' 
Cahtonm Supreme Court Judg- 
ment of July II affirming his 
murder oonvirtina. : - 
Kennedy was assasM/tatat on 
June 5, IKS, folowug a victory 
to the Democratic prea idcati i l 
primary in California. TV 
mooting took place in a Uidtea 
are a of toe Hotel A mbassador 
in EoTXqpOes. ^ ^ ^ 
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7T>e*jjeal co nceded th at 
8UUJIJ1 ”SJa$ captured ’ST'lhe 
vcene winding a Mis smoking 
kun.” But it said psychiatrists 
j**drummed into his mind toil 
pt was guilty, although it nag 
(evidence indicated a mental 
block precluding reooUectioQ of 
Jcommltting the crime.” 

( l The lawyers said they are 
preparing to place their new 
evidence before the California 
Supreme Court 
The lawyers accused tie 

California Supreme Court of 
inventing a way to get around 
U S. Supreme Court standards 
in order to uphold toe 

(conviction; : * »■ * . ? 

Sirhan ' originally was aeo- 
leoced to death in the gas 
chamber, but after the Califor- 
nia Supreme Court abtiitoed 
.capital punishment in that (tale 
m 'sentence was modified to 
itfe. State authorities have Mid 
he would become ebgiMe to be 
c onsidered for parole after 

^veo years. _ ^ ■ - * 
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Didn't Fire 

-f .1 

Fatal Shot 

WASHINGTON (OH) —Law- ' 

y cn for Sbhan B. Sirhan told 
the Supreme dwrt Wednesday 
"significant physical evidence" 

(bowed that Sirhan did not lire 
the bullet. which killed Sea 
Robert f. Kennedy. 

The lawyers said tbey are 
h ending «p “a team « t 
psychiatrists, criminalists, 
forensic physicians, and «- 
fioeericg physicists, which 
have uncovered signifi^nt pfcy- 
s»ca! evidence which points to 
(Sirbas's) doc -firing «f ttie 
(atdWlet" 

*n» ‘ fawvera. Roger S 
Hansen and George B. Hilmaa 
of Beverly Hills, (aid they 
recogoiized the fact Act their 
comments were outside the 
record is the case hut said tbey 
were proffered "in partial 
explanation of an, otherwise 



unchallenged content** (Sir- 
tun) ns the sole assassin of 
the senator.*’- . • ' 

is appeal was (Bod oo bthaX 
of Sirhan acting review of a 
California Supreme Court Judg- 
ment of.Jtfy * afiinniog Ha 
murder ponvictinn. . 

Kennedy was assaaSw on 
June 6, U68, following a victory 
» the Democratic presidential 
p rimar y in California. The 
shooting look place In a Witten 
a rea O f At Hoed Ambassador 
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•cent wielding * MiH ■noUBg 

jnn.” Bat * «»d psyctertrte 
“drummed into tils mind ®st 
lie ms guilty, although strong 
[evidence Indicated * menial 
Modt precluding reco*ertH« «f 
■committing At w Ue ,** 

Hie tnwyer* awl <**5' ** 
preparing to place giair aew 
evidence before toe CalSonjto 
Supreme Oral. 

.The lawyers sccBsed toe 
Otlifomia Supreme Oourt of 
inventing a way to get «mnd 
U,S. Supreme Court standards] 
in. order to uphold «* 

r mvktioiL “ * -- 

Sirban originally was •*“- 
(ten cod to death In the gas 
chamber, but after the Califor- 
nia supreme Court eboiitoed 
capital punishment to that stale 
toe sentence was modified to 
hie. State authorities have a«d 
he would become eligible to be 
considered for .p arole afte r 
■even years. I 
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Sirhan Files PleaJn 

/ 1 * ■ ' ; l * 

U .S. Supreme Court 



WASHINGTON (AP) - fan -Ji u evident,",*^ the pctT 
ban Bishara Sirhan appealedjjotL, “tfaat few members of. my 
Wednesday to the SupremeLppeUate tribunal would cane to 
Court to review to convictionL w record in reversing the 
of murdering Robert F. Kenne-Wriction <j < • nondescript 
dy. ilrab immigrant who was coo- 

— - - Sen 



Lawyers for the Arab Imim 
gran! said a> team of psy 
chiatrists, physicians, pbysi 
rists and others have uncov-fcf his pinnacle 
ered " significant physical evi-fc eftievement-^he 
denoe" that Sirhan did noi firef 
the bullet oo June 5, 1968, at 
the Hotel Ambassador in Los 
Angeles that kilted the New 
York senator. 



ricted of assassinating 
Robert F. Kennedy, who on* 
poubtediy was at the threashoM 
of political 
Democratic 
nomination for president of the 
United States, and with an ex- 
cellent chance to become the 
nation’s chief executive, 

“la view of this, tt is rocog- 
Sirhan was convicted in Aprill nizable that appellate review 
996} of murder and five counts! strains to alter the laws o! 
of assault t» commit murder ini search and seizure to preserve 
the Kennedy shooting. Hia the oonviction.” 

death sentence was reduced? Kennedv was tost after 

this year to life in prison after 1 , vioT1 i ne the California Demo- 
2 the California Supreme Court , mtlc presidential primary. ! 
' declared capital punishment to 1 . , , _ . • 

be unconstitutional „ SlrtMn ' s J awyers |n «** * 

dozen challences to the con- 

Sirhan’s appeal was prepared v^n » trying to wi" a new 
jbv two Los Angeles lawyers, <rial for the j r 18-year-old client. 
[Roger S. Hanson and George R 
Milamn. They suggested Cali- 
fornia appellate judges had 

strained the laws of search and 
seizure to uphold the conviction 
b ecause, of Kennedy’ s national 
importance. I 



Mainly, tbev complained about 
the way police searched his 
mother's, home wit hout a wa r- 
rant. 
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Sirhan Asks 
High Court to 
Review Case 

WASHINGTON tf» — 
Sirhan Bisban Sirhan ap- 
pealed Wednesday to the 
Supreme Court to review 
his conviction of murder- 
ing Robert F. Kennedy. 

Lawyers for the Arab 
immigrant said a team of 
psychiatoists, physicians, 
physicists and others have 
uncovered "significant 
physical evidence’ that] 
Sirhan did not fire the bul-j 
let on June 5, 1968, at the 
Ambassador in Los Ange- 
les that killed the New 
York senator. 

Sirhan was convicted in 
April, 1969, of murder and 
five counts of assault to 
commit murder in the 
Kennedy shooting. H i s 
death sentence was re- 
duced this year to life in 
prison after the California 
Supreme Court declared 
capital punishment uncon- 
stitutional. , 

Sirhan's appeal was pre- 

S ared by two Los Angeles 
' Wyers, R oger S. Hanso n 
ana George R. Milamn7* 
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Laws ^trained^-^ 

’l ney suggested ■f!aiUor- 
mia appellate judges had 
strained the laws of tearch 
and seizure to uphold the 
conviction because of Ken- 
nedy's national imp or? 
lance. 

It is evident," said the 
petition, "that few mem- 
bers of any appellate tri- 
bunal would care to be on 
record in reversing the 
conviction of a nonde-; 
(script Arab immigrant 
who was convicted of as- 
sassinating Sen. Robert F. i 
Kennedy, who undoubted- 
ly was at the threshold of , 
his pinnacle of political 
achievement — the Demo- / 
cratic nomination for y 
President of the United? 
States, and with an excel-, 
lent chance to become the? 
nation's chief executive. ■. 

"In view of this, it is re- j 
cognizable that appellate 
review strains to alter tha 
laws of search and seizure 
to preser ve the eonvio- 
Gon.’ 
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jr Tftf , ipotber «f Sirhan B. ^irhan, 
assassin of Sen. Robert F.'KennMj? 
had a complaint issued In Pasadena 
charging another son with malicious 
mischief and disturbing the peace. 
Mrs. Mary Sirhan accused her eldest 
son, Saidallah, 40, with threatening 
to burn down her home with her in 
ft. She said he also threw a piece of 
, mnuKthrough a window, 
bouse and tore off a screen door." 
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Mw. Sirhan_T 
Elated at Ban 

i 

• t 

On Penalty 

Mr*. llary Sirtwn. mother of I 
Ac man who assassinated Sen. | 
.Robert F. Kennedy In IKS. con-'; 
tended today that this nation | 
Iwent Into the lead in world fu*-j 
tier when the U.S. Supreme, 

I Court rated the death penalty 
f unconstitutional, 
j “We have atgpped into the { 
jlight.” tiid the mother of alim,, 

; dark-haired Arab Immigrant 
jSirhan Bishara Strhan. I 

] “Now we are not only in the| 

, lead iit the trip to Uir moon but 
id Justice as well,” She contin-j 
ued. “The whole world will look 
up to as.” 

The woman’s son had been' 
undented to die in California's! 
gas chamber a* San Quentin' 
prison after his conviction for 
shooting Kennedy to death. Al- 
though his conviction was re- 
cently upheld, the California Su- 
preme Court changed his death 
sentence to life In prison be- 
cause the high stale court ear- 
lier struck down the state death 
penalty. 

Mrs. Si than’* Prat reaction to 
the U S. Supreme Court ruling 
was “that is really great ... 1 
think It’s the greaiesi-shi n g ip 
!my Jfle Eo hear." 
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Reduction of SlrRari 

Ist-Degree Murder . 

90 ! 

Conviction Asked/ / 

BY WAVESMITH **\ * . 

TiMt *mt mmr i 

The assassin of Robert F. #ten* , y 
nedy asked the California Su^eme ' 
Court to reduce the first degree mur* » 
der conviction of Sirhan Bisharo Sir- 
hand to se^nd -degree murder or 
manslaughter. 

In presenting nine points in nip- 
port of Sirhan's appeal at the hear- 
ing here, Hollywood attorney Luke 
McKissark stressed the issue of pre- - 
trial publicity, contending that an 
article in The Times on Feb. 12, 
196P — after a jury had been sworn 
but before it was sequestered — could 
have prejudiced the jury in favor 
of a first-degree verdict. 

The article dealt with an in-cham- 
ber plea -bargaining session be- 
tween defense and prosecution, in 
which both parties agreed that if 
Sirhan pleaded guilty to a charge of 
first-degree murder, the prosecution 
would be satisfied with a life sen- 
tence rather than press for the death 

Penalty. , 

* - W § 

Deal Turned Down 

The agreement later failed when 
now-retired Superior Judge Herbert 
V. Walker rejected the deal, insist- 
1 ins that the question of penalty be 
left to the jury. 

Then-defense attorney Grant B. 
Cooper moved for a mistrial at that 
time on the basis of The Times' re- 
port of . the agreement, but after 
questioning each Juror on knowl- 
edge of the report, Judge Walker re- 
jected Cnoper’a motion. * 

Dep. Ally. Gen. Ronald M. George, 
arguing for the prosecution, defend- 
ed the police search and seizure 
'« methods at the Sirhan home on the 
Lornin e o f June 5 ,1968, hour* after 
lywas fatally shoV* 
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r While McXiasitf termed 
{hose illlethods a 'promis- 
cuous* violation of due 

I irocess, George cited a po- 
Ice 'emergency doctrine' 
that was In force after the 
shooting because of the 
stature of Kennedy. 



George said Sirhan'B 
older brother, Adel, had 
voluntarily gone to the pp - 
Jll'l UrWertify hi! Droiner, 
had given consent l or tnT 
'fcarch.'had been tniormfo 
of his right not to cooper- 
ate and had waived it. 
George said police were 
given no reason at the 
time not to believe that 
they might be dealing 
with a conspiracy of sever- 
al persons, perhaps direct- 
ed at others besides Ken- 
oedv, considering the po-. 
lliical turmoil of foregoing 
months. 

Referring ^ the Su- 
1 preme Court’s Feb 1R de- 
[ Vision abolishing Cahfor- 
J uia's death penalty, 

I George said: 

'This political assassin 
has already been spared 
his life, though his mark 
on history can never "* 
ased. I ask this court to af- 
firm the judgment and 
write the final chapter in 
S i r h a n 1 a inexhaustible 
quest for reversal. 

The court took the ar- 
guments under aubmls- 

[ ri °Sirhan was not present 
for the proceedings. Of his 
Immediate I?*"?-"* 

brother, Munir, 23, 
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STATE'S TOP COURT 
IN SIRHAN REVIEW 



(U*iNit Cubing In Brlow) 

■ \ 



Arguments on toe constitn- 
txmality of Sirhan Sirhan's con- 
viction for the murder of Robert 
F. Kennedy win be beard this 
week by members of the Cali- 
fornia Supreme Court who to- 
day began a four-day tecsion 
here. 



Strhaiif brother. Adel. 2nd 
granted officers permissioqtto 
search Sirtian's bedroom "the 
day after the slaying. The mfe- 
book was found during 1pi» 
search. • 

The Supreme Court session 
began with oral arguments- in 



The Strban case will be heard ithe matter of a liquor license 
on Friday. The defense is con- application in Isla Vista. No;li- 
f ending the conviction should be censes ever have been granted 
reversed becahise certain evi- in that university-oriented crim- 
denoe was improperly admitted munity of 10,000. located ntar 
during the trial. Santa Barbara. ; 

Among the contested evidence j The high court jurists wflllfe- 
|;was a notebook in which Sirhan | ride if there was an abuse’ of 

discretion by the Aloohohc Bev- 
erage Control Appeal Board in 



1 wrote random thoughts, includ- 
ing his desire to see Kennedy 




3 



slain. 



The defense alleges that the of beer to be consumed oflthe 
notebook, which it saye is premises. 



donee of a “apeculative and in- 
flammatory nature.*' should 
have been excluded because it 
was wised without a search 
warrant, in violation of rights 
under the Fourth Amendment to 
the Lfinsirfutiou 



denying a license for the selling 



The board justified its decl- 
aim by pointing out that three 
student riots occurred nearAha 
premises in 1970 and several 
demonstrations have taken 
place is the nearby People'* 
Part. 
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I Sirkap. Sirh »■'» a»»»l o f hit first " 
: lotgrSTnmrder cnnvietiorf ior~£E« 
sliyiog of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
will be argued before the elate Su- 
preme Court today at its Los 
gelt* session. Slrhan will be 
sen ted by attorney Luke WcKij 
and the atate by ffbnaia il. _ 
deputy attorney general, 
was shot to death June 5, 1568, 
shortly after his California presiden- 
ti al pritra ry victory cele bration |t 
tft Amraasador. 
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'TOURNEY THROUGH -- 
THE 

KILLING GROUND 

The author of l RFK Must Die!* returns to reality 

MLBOBERT BLAIR KAISER * 



"This is an obieuion. And happy, typic al Amerl- 
OKT dr/n't obsessed, dock Armstrong isn't ob- 
sessed. There's a fantastic way in which the assas- 
sination becomes a religious event. Then me relics 
and scriptures and even a holy scene- — the killing 
ground. People make pilgrimages to it. And, as in 
any religious event, what happened there isn’t dear, 
it’s ambiguous, surrounded by mystery, uncertain, 
dubious. I think there is a feeling with some of us 
that it has to be clarified. It's the symbolic status of 
H that’s important. Somehow, one hopes to clarify 
one’s own situation and one’s own society by clari- 
fying this 

Josiah Thompson, assassination buff 

first remember reading about the assassina- 
tion buffs in a thoughtful piece in The New 
Yorker by CalvinTrillin. Trillin had scared 
me. He made it clear that the buffs — an 
underground network in obsessive pursuit 
of “the co~co aspirators at Dallas** — threai- 
to consume themselves in a quest that 
was destined to end in doubt. Essentially, the buffs 
were hobbyists. In other, less troubled times, they 
might have collected stamps and read Agatha 
Christie. Now they were wrapped in a real game 
which, they fantasized, could get them killed. An 
exciting game for an exciting age. 

At tint the buffs worked in isolation, building 
their own research libraries, exhibits, mock-ups and 
blowups. Then they learned of one another's exis- 
tence, began to compare notes, to canonize their 
own heroes, vilify their own villains. With the assas- 
sinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Francis 
Kennedy, their numbers would increase. They 
would set up their own dues-paying organization, 
the national Committee To Investigate As s assina- 
tions, and produce a newsletter flagged wi th a pro- 
'Pbcalive" question next to its metered postmark; 
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"Who lU ming Our Leaders?" '* J '. - 
Liit the buffs, I, too, found It hard to believe that 
Oswald bad acted alone, that he had dunged die 
course of history because be bad an argument with 
his life over a lousy washing machine. 1 refused 
to think life was that absurd. Somehow, it would be 
lest absurd if Oswald were part of a Plan, any- 
body's Plan. But I was a Jack Armstrong. No obses- 
sions for me. Let the authorities handle the case, 

I made my resolve back in 1967, when, after five 
yean with Time. I was building a new family and a 
new career as a writer with a name, 1 had a two- 
novel contract with New American Library, I had a j 
free-laooe contract with Look , I had made a begin- 
ning, to boot, hi television news. 

One year later, after the assassination of Senator 
Robert Kennedy to Los Angeles, where 1 lived, I 
put all that life aside and chose death. In Josiah 
Thompso n's metaphor, 1 made a journey to the kill; 
ing ground, collected the relics, pored over the 
scri pture s. In the metaphor of my native Arizona^ I 
QlM [fie conspiracy trail and rode h if far ' as 1 
could and found that it led nowhere; as to die Black 
Mountain area of the Navajo Indian Reservation. 1 
found boot canyons within box canyons within box 
canyons. I met a good many quaint characters along 
the way, most of them quaint enough to be certifi- 
ably crazy. But at the end of the trail there was 
nothing: no waterfall, no Indian maidens, no moth- 
er lode. And there was no way out, except the way I 
1 had come, back over my own tracks, wishing I bad 
; something to show for my trouble other than an 
empty canteen, squinting curiously again at the era* 

1 zies I had met on the way in, wondering at myself 
for ever having begun the journey at aU. 

This b the story of my journey, of my ride in and 
my ride out and what I learned from it alt. It b a 
piece of self-revelation hardly calculated to make 
me look like a hero. Okay. 1 don’t want to be a 
hero — anymore — just accepted as a member of the 
human race, sometimes wise, sometimes foolish, 
sometimes weak, sometimes strong, almost always 
curious, often a da mn tool. 

June 1968. Let Angeles. Another Kennedy 
killed. * i Gad, not again!" Anguish. But a leportorisfl 
Challenge, t found a way of getting to the assassto 
and I took it For all my reservations about die as- 
sassination buffs, 1 wanted to know atom, more 
than I thought the officials would teB. Would I be- 
come a buff? Kell, no. I was just a curious reporter 
in sear ch of the facts, all the facts. Ma ybe I'd ev en 
learn something dose to the total truth. 



$o f talked with die a ss as s in I talked tqJfrUBP 
armrartimes a week for seven months. J.WCTt toto 
Us cell with fab psychiatrists. 1 ! tape-recorded «s 
sessions with them, even his sessions under bypoo- 
sis. I found that the assassin, Sirhan Sultan. c ould 
not remember killing Kennedy, that to* declared 
motives for doing so didn't make sense, foal be was 
evasive about his a ss o ci ations during May and June 
of 1968, that he was inordinately curious to know 
what certain of Ns friends had told foe FBI. I 
judged that be was covering up for others, including 
a g»rt who was with him in the Anibassadt* Hoj4 
and I couldn't dismiss the evidence of the notebook 
discovered in his room: it was full of jottings indi- 
cating he the killing of Kenne dy ^fo • 

payment (or a promise of a payment) of money to 

himself. . 

Neither the Federal Bureau of Investigation nor 
foe Los Angeles police were allowed to talk with ; 
foe assassin, but they produced thousands of pips 
of reports on their reconstruction of foe events at 
the Ambassador Hotel and on the penons they 
thought might shed some light on foe case. They 
' ended up with the same uncertain verdict as 1. 
-Privatel y, they were inclined to tgftt wrtl^Stfftm* 
own judgment (expressed tw ice to me in moments 
of unusu al bluster) that foe FBI had , done "a 
lousy job of investigation." Publidy, they said 
there was “no conspiracy." 

And so, when 1 had finished my research, 1 Could 
not say 1 had gotten absolute answers. (That de- 
pressed me more than it should have. After you've 
learned the multiplication tables, do you ever attain 
absolute anything? Absolute truth, absolute gistioe, 
absolute love, absolute freedom?) But I had cdko- 
erf every available piece of data on the case and I 
had a duty, I thought, to set it ah down In a coher- 
ent narrative history. 1 began writing what tamed 
out to be a 634-page book called (ghastly tide, a 
quote from the assassin's incriminating notebook) 
~R.FX. Must Dkr 

That's when I should have quit— when foe book 
was finished. I made one stab at doing so; 1 tried to 

turn over my suspicions to J. Edgar Hoover: 

... I wonder what your investigators think II 

wrote to Hoover] about certain dues which 
point toward a conspiracy. I am not entirely > 
convinced that Sirhan wasn't put up to fob by ; 
somebody die and 1 have a few good reasons 
why I think <0. Since I have talked to Sirino 1 
and your people didn't, V assume my remans 
■tight bear some ex a m in atio n. 

But Hoover fodnl want to hear them. ! coadd bald- 
ly. believe that. The vaunted FBI didn't want to 



o 



:) 



nr* 






\ A; it- turned out, (be public ho-humn ied abort 
"another conspiracy theory" (often failing BT83&4- 
fuish between the assassinations of JFK and RFK), 
and Hoover made only one counterattack on me (he 
implied that I had manufactured quotes from a Lot 



That mad e me mad. Maddened, I wou ld gooff on 
a BIB tnpTmy conspiracy trip. ’ / T • 

For tome time, I bad misted the blandishments 
of acme West Coast assassination buff* — Pete 
Noyes, Fernando Faurt, Joan Christian, Bill Tom- 

SEWS assr.'Sast . - 

8 fees to pay after a suit by Sirfaan to atop my book 
(because I wouldn’t let him censor it), 1 have yet to 
make a nickel on “/t/X Must DieF 
The assassination buffs, however, loved me. That 
was something, but it was, I soon found, a love I 
[could have done without I traveled the country. 




tain avenues of investigation with me traveling 
theirs. 1 was getting obsessed with the idea that if 
the FBI wouldn't cany this on, I would, that J could 
(with a tittle help from my friends) do what several! 
hundred agerits of the FBI and the Los Angeles] 
Police Department could not do. 

I took trips to a ranch near Corona, California,! 
where Sirhan worked as an exercise boy. I interviewed 
friends of Sultan whom he had tried to cover for. ) 
poked into the privacy of some persons who, f fan- 
tasized, might have me killed. Once, before J inter- 
viewed a racetrack character in northern California, 

J visited the local sheriffs office, identified myself j 



doing the standard promotional hits expected of 
most authors these days, and the buffs would gather 
around. Some of them were fascinating, brOliastt 
people, (ike a man I shall here call John Nelson of 
Dallas, fn Dallas, Nelson took me to the kitting 
ground, showed me all the famous points of refer- 

and said, "If 1 don’t come back in two hour*, you’d enCe . r* 2™ s ~ Rnb * * m P* n ' 

■*«. *P* wb «e Officer Tippitt was shot, Gen- 

MiiEr com e m wiin your urns on, uo tnc tvt of -__» k *«. +n**mn. ■«. , l u/wu a _ j ^ _ a 

my book’s publication, 1 talked with Sheriff Peter *2 toOBi window. And then he 

S r~ K j , j v- . . took me to bis penthouse apartmenL 

***"• *! ^ !£E Nelson’s stud/was filled S files and note- 

my own home. He dkl ^ wben the ^t*s b<*o books cataloging the most intimate, crow-indexed 

^ “, to histories of more than 5,000 persons connected In 

Ok hoose .n *e dead of £ the slightest way with thescenSrio at Dallas. Nelson 

^ S ^ CC a pu Um alt th e ^ near j^^y p^za when the President was 

Was Taping beyond the bounds? In retrS^eci, *»? •««»» •«* 

1 I bad forgotten, 1 guess, ttrttjnftc- Ui,n ? P^^That «^^ «.hiiown 

77 * * - - - private inquiry, for he was saddened that such a 

thing should happen in his beloved Dallas and puz- 
zled that the authorities couldn’t get to the bottom 
of it all. I was impressed with Ncboo’s collection, in 
much the same way, I guess, I would be impressed 
with a man’s collection of butterflies, or match- 
books. But here I began to wooder. This was a se- 
rious game he was playing and what was the urn? 

Nelson’s shoulders seemed perpetually slumped, 
as if in defeat, and he was still comparatively 
young. The hours he’d expended to compile that 
mountain of data roust have taken a toO on himself 
and, I guessed, on his business and on his family. I 
couldn’t see that his investigation had gotten him 
dose to Oswald's co-conspirators, and I found an 
names in his file on the JFK assassination corres- 
ponding to any of the names 1 had been collecting 
on the assassination of RFK. Yet Nelson told me he 
was afraid of reprisals against him and/or hts (ami- 
ty. He extracted a promise from me never m men- 
ainmWa .. ri>r .. f 



_ say yes. 
tioo I used to hear on radio’s old "Gangbusterv’ 
The announcer, I recall, used to read a list of the 
FBI’s roost wanted criminals and ted all of os 10- 
year-olds in the listening audience: "If you see any 
of these criminals, under no circumstances attempt 
to apprehend him yourself. Call your local FBI." 

1 was going too far is another sense, beyond my 
own standards of integrity. Balked by Hoove#, I 
could have called quietly oo other offiriak and giv- 
en them my leads. Instead, 1 added a Ini to die last 
chapter of my book to call for a reopening of the 
iw ii was a play dcdTgned to draw attention from 
foe fans in the bleacher tests. I think I did it is foe 
great hope it would hurt J. Edgar Hoover (whose 
arrogance and unaccoun lability 1 resented) and in 
the small hope that the media attention would 
stimulate, sab* oo a bock that had alrea dy put m e 
in a financial hole. ■ * 




Other bu ff* embraced me. In New YodJhmjt 
ParaTEmmoode, the author of a book oo the John 
Kennedy assassination, a bearded fellow blessed 
with an apparently total recall of every fact ever 
written about JFK and Dallas. Fiammonde ar> 

Fen- 

SET 



r anged a dinner for me with Bernard 
sfeiwakC a Washington lawyer currently < 



James Earl Ray who served, in his spare time, as 
the executive director of the Committee Tolnvesu- 
gatfr Assassinations, and, later, with Richard 
Sprague, an aerospace engineer from Hartsdale, 
New York, also a board member of the CTIA. 

These poople represented, as far as 1 could tell, 
the best of the buffs. They were, in general, a sus- 
picious lot, but they had a healthy respect for facts 
and a contempt for buffs (like Mark Lane) who 
cheated, and I was tempted to join their ranks. 1 
was lonely out there on the conspiracy trail. 

The mail 1 received didn't make me fed any less 
lonely. Each weekend, on my return home to Cal- 
ifornia, f would find a small pile of letters from oth- 
er huffs. A woman from New York claimed in a sc- 



The real mystery 
is why conspiracy 
theories appeal to us 

ties of notes that Sirhan was part of a plot by 
British Israelis who were really Freemasons. A 
woman from Ohio sent me a manuscript detailing 
the Rosicnjcian - CIA - FBI - right wing - military- 
industrial [Jot to kill RFK. And a wealthy lawyer 
from Oklahoma who had ivad aQ 26 volumes of 
the Warren Report wanted to finance further re- 
search (u> be directed by me) on his theory that 
both Kennedy* were the victims of a plot hatched 
by the Red Chinese. 

I got at least a dozen communications from per- 
sons who were living in the expectation of imminent 
death bec ause they -knew too much" about one nr 
toother of the assassinations. w- ■ * 



One <ft y> • man who will be kaow nbene j » 
Jon Half phoned toe- from Phoenix. HafTsutTKe 
knew the man behind Sirhan. He’d seen the man’s 
name In Si (ban's notebook (which I had reproduced 
in my appendix): •‘Stokeky.*’ Maybe,' 1 said to 
myself, this is the break I’ve beat looting for. No 
one had known the “Stokeky" scribbled in Suhan’s 
notebook and Hall sounded like a sober, foteQipst 
fellcnv. I made arrangements to meet him in Phoe- 
nix on my next trip east. HaD turned out to be ob- 
sessed with injustice. He said he’d been done in 
pretty badly by a group ht Texas, one of them i 
man named Stokeky. Therefore, said HaH,Stokeky 
and his friends must have had some ting to do with 
the titling of both Kennedy*. No other evidence. 
But Hall bad pul all of his paranoia oo paper, m 
a small mimeographed book. Maybe 1 could help 
him sell it? 

In the last chapter of my book, I had propounded 
— very tentatively — the theory that Sirhan may 
have been programmed through hypooos to till 
RFK and programmed, to forget that he had been 
programmed. I elaborated the theory to help ex- 
plain some unexplained bits of evidence: the repeat- 
ed assertions in Sirhan’s notebook that "RFK must 
die" as if he were repealing instructions from an- 
other; his extreme susceptibility to hypnosis; Ids 
blocking and locking whenever, under hypnosis, he 
was asked about his involvement with others; his 
unusual, almost trance-like behavior on the night of 
the assassination. 

Using that theory as a road map took me into one 
box canyon after another. Since Sirhan bad played 
around with the occult and had scribbled in his 
notebook mysterious notations about Mack magic, 
the Illuminati and the Master Kuthumi, I plunged, 
with some local buffs, into a study of California's 
occultists. We didn’t find the Mister Kuthumi, bat 
there am certain local buffi still out there on the 
conspiracy trail, sincerely looting lor him. That. 

may be “harmless enough. , 

l Not* so harmless is another buff named Tbeo- 
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i - RA CK}, wh o! J wonde red what Schulman had actnaP y «eca or i 
t h IrigTn Hdiy- he wu even in the pantry. He wasn't cm the pc*ce 



J 



d ort Cha rach (pronounced aha- 

trying for year* to make h IrigTo HoilyJ 

wood and believes be is now on the verge of scoring KM of persons in the pantry. I guessed that Sdml~ 
with a Kira documentary which, be says, "breaks man was simply repeating some of the rumors that 
the case wide opes." J first encountered Charachort were flashing through the crowd that night at die 
my way up the conspiracy trail. He acemed deter -j Ambassador. One rumor, that the men who first 
mined to prove conspiracy no matter what the fact, jumped the assailant were Roosevelt Grier and 
Oiaracb proceeded in his research from a false' Rater Johnson. Another, that die as s a i la nt was a 
premise: that Sirhan met Robert Kennedy face to man named Jesse Grier. Another, that Kennedy 
face in the pantry and never got closer than two feet was all right, that he was only shut in die knee. 
— and therefore couldn't have shot Kennedy behind Another, that a security guard had shot the assas s in 
the right ear. dead. AD of these stories were carried by UPI and 

Charach didn't know (or didn't care) about .reported on L.A. radio and T. V. — aQ were false. 

. -g abundant testimony* from others that Sirhan ap-l So I dismissed Charach and his prize witness, 

A preached Kennedy from behind. It didn't fit h» Schulman. So, also, in the summer of 1970, fid 

rX theory: // Sirhan was facing Kennedy and Kennedy’ most of the newsmen of LA. except for the editors 

r V- was shot in the right mastoid, then Sirhan didn’t, of the Los Angeles Free Frets. The only thing djf&- 

* shoot Kennedy, someone else did. JFK assassins- cult to understand: why Cesar didn't sue Charach 
tk* buffs, who generally believe the President was for libel. ("I didn’t sue,” Cesar told me recently in 
caught in a cross fire at Dallas, liked that idea. an interview, "because Charach doesn't have any 

Who, then, was the other gunman? In the office money an d suing to dear my name isn' t worth th e 
of his attorney, Godfrey Isaacs, Charach told me money it wo uld co st to sue.") 
k must have been a security guard hired for the Cut to the summer of 1971, 1 am coin ing off m y 
night by the hotel. His name: Thane Eugene Cesar, conspiracy trip. I meet Charach once again and now 
Why Cesar? Because, it was in the official records, be has not only his audio tapes but an bour-Joog 
Cesar had drawn his gun in the pantry immediately documentary fit** , In color, which Charach says 
after the shooting. He had admitted that he was be- ^proves" his theory of a cross fire in the pantry^ 
bind Kennedy when Sirhan opened fire. Maybe, Inow here is the mdtire d’, Karl flecker, florid of 
reasoned Charach, Cesar took advantage of the 'face, babbling away about his moment of glory, in- 
momcnf to kill Kennedy himself. But why7 Charach listing he stopped Sirhan well short of Kennedy, 
interviewed Cesar and found that Cesar had voted Here is a shot of a whirling tape recorder playing 
for George Wallace. That did It Logically, toCha* Cesar’s words, out of context; in his interview with 
rack, anyone who voted for George Wallace bad a Charach, Cesar had tokl Charach he had a 38 re- 
motive to kill Senator Kennedy. 'vdver in the pantry, but, under prodding, described 

But did Cesar shoot Kennedy? Ho. The identifi- '« ,22 pistol he'd once owned, but sold in February 
able bullets recovered from pantry victims were all 1968, before the assassination of RFK. Now in the 
shot from a .22. Cesar bad a .38 with him in fie movie, after judicious cutting and spiking, Cesar's 
*_ J pantry. And, like everyone else in the pantry, he voice appears to be describing the 22 he had hi fir 
was startled and afraid when the shooting started, 'pantry. Here is Schulman being interviewed by 
He feD to the floor, and stayed there until the shoot- Charach on the Ambassador Hoad green. He fc 
mg had stopped. Then he rose, pulled Us gun and no longer •’fuzzy," he's an expert eyewitness, 
moved to Kennedy's side, "to protect the senator | n fact, Schulman was not in the pantry at fie 
from further attack.*’ With disgust. Bill Barry, Ken- fine of fie shooting. He was in the crowd back ka 
nedy’s aide, told Cesaj.-’Tut the gun away. It’s too the Embassy Room, where Kennedy had just spo- 
late." ft was aD in the official reports of the police gen, standing next to Dick Gaither of KNXT and 
and the FBI, whpb were placed m evidence after Frank Radii, now a film editor at KNXT. 
fie trial. And no one had seen anyone else (booting Charach has another star witness wifi more 
m the pantry. serious credentials. He is a veteran ballistics expert 

Welt, almost no one. Charach had some tape rec* from Pasadena named WflBam W. Harper. Under 
or dings, among than m interview given on the Charach ’» urging. Harper had visited fie County 
; night of the shooting to reporter Ruth Ashtoo Tty- Clerk's office and examined fie evidence bullets 
j lor of KNXT, Channel 2 by a young man Darned from the. Sirhan trial. Thro of fie bullets, Charach j 

• 1*»«W Schulman, a news runner for KNXT. saM Vesaid, didn't match. . . ..... _ ” * ‘" J 

t Though Schulman’* recollection was "f uz zy” be r *'• 

told Ruth Taylor he'd seen security men shooting 

fc E£nr fie 
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* Appare nt umoUntkn, therefore, of Charach’t 
7^ two-guo "theory. Two ballets that didn’t SatcS. 
f ; Therefore, two different funs banging away m the 
= 1 pantry. Where was tbe other gun? Charach said the 
{police had destroyed it, but he had evidence of its 
-j existence jo the trial exhibits. It was a fan with 
■the serial Dumber Hi 8602 and its number was 
'written right across people's exhibit 55 which con- 
tained three test bullets, supposedly fired from Sir- 
han’s fun. According to LAPD criminalist 
De Wayne Wotfer, those three bullets matched those 
taken from victims in the Ambassador pantry. But 
the serial number of Sirhan’s gun was H53725 and 
[ the serial numbfcr on the jacket of exhibit 55 was 

( H18602. 

Wow! According lo that "evidence,* 1 the pantry 
victims were not shot by Sirhan's gun but by anofh- 
t er gun. The implications of that were absurd. Gun 

E -r number Hi 8602 was a test gun, also an Iver-John- 
! son .22, which the police used for powder burn 
J and decibel readings The police had this gon on 
the night of the assassination. They had taken it on 
March 18, 1967, from a young man named Jake 
^ Williams and kept it in property until June, 1968. 

Wotfer teed that gun for his test and wrote down 
■ its serial number by mistake, a stupid mistake, but 
nothing more than a clerical error. 

|g What about Harper's conclusions? 1 went lo 
Harper. Harper said he wasn't sure. He'd com- 
pared those two bullets lo each other ( but not to 
the test bullets in exhibit 55) by means of photo- 
graphic blowups. He said he'd rather have the op- 
I portunity to do some further studies, to use a com- 
parison microscope and compare those bullets to 
\ the test bullets in exhibit 55 and to a new set of 
t test bullets taken from a new test firing of Sirhan's 
i gun. Then, he said, he could make a final jodgmet. 

All together, then, Charach’t "evidence" is noo- 
; existent, flimsy or uncertain. With it, however, be is 
: able io produce (and finance!) a movie. And more. ' 
’ With it, he persuades the Sirhan family to i* 4 ™? 4 ** 

' their appeals lawyer, Luke McKissack, and hire 
Charach’s own attorney, Isaacs. He hopes that on 
‘ .the basis of Chinch’s evidenae he can get a new 
t trial for Sirhan. 

Sad to say, die court system in California may 
- have to g tend yet more time adjudicating this base- 
- JBTcIZm. In fact, the state has already spent time 



and mon ey doing ao. District Attorn ey Josep h 
Busch ordered an inquiry into the ■iMtancr*of 
Charach’s assertions. His investigators found aooe. 
Privately, they gave Wotfer bad mirks far bad 
bookkeeping and Cesar aD the sympathy they could 
muster far the bum tap of tbe year, if not the de- 
cade— for Cesar didn’t shoot Kennedy, and he wasn’t 
| n right wing radical, as Charach claimed, but rim- 
ply a plumber and part-time security guard who 
had voted far George Wallace and once contributed 
S3 to the Wallace *»mpa»fn 
The D.A.’s investigators also found pretty poor 
security in the County Qerk’i office; and a county 
grand jury gave the ckrk a public reprimand for 
his "misfeasance in office." Almost anybody. It 

At least 12 people 
lived in fear because 
they * knew too much' 

seems, could have gotten to certain trial exhibits 
and done almost anything to them, even, perhaps, 
to the evidence bullets themselves. 

Eventually, if the popular wisdom persists in im- j 
peaching the integrity of tbe official ballistics ex- i 
animations, officials wtfi do some new tests of Sir- I 
han’t gun and compare the slug to the bullets in j 
evidence. By then, of course, tbe buffi will be off oo 
some new track. And the conspiracy trip wiD go on. ! 

A. not for me. I am off that trip now. I don't j 
know whether there it a conspiracy or not I never j 
did know, but I thought that some day 1 might. 
Anyway, I am tired of dealing with death. I’d tike to 
start living again in the present 
And the people I meet in the ranks of tbe buffs 
depress me. I encountered a brace of boffs recently, 
writing to testify before tire grand jury. AO of ns 
had been called because our names bad a ppe a red 
oo the clerk's records as viewers of Sirhan trial ex- . 
hibits. I saw that one of the buffs was carrying a 
copy of nty book, and I was pleased— unlit the 
young man suited talking to me. Then I realized he 
was crazy. Charach was these, chortling at hh suc- 
cess in getting a part of the case reopened and 
boasting that be “got the case for Godfrey Isaac * 
Other buffs assaulted me with "new facts" whic h 
weren't facts at aO but conjectures and fai^ginhy 
calculated lo feed their bias against “tbe system." I 
couldn't .s ee that their hobby was doing them aj 
gootiat afl, maybe a good deal of harm. ■ 
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I stfll p et null from buff* and potential bofo 
lien is an booest, bard-working fellow from De- 
troit named Harry Kruk, who is yearning to de-pro- 
grim a byptw-coodiikmed Sirhan (or see that some 
other expert does so). Kruk’s bobby is hypnosis, 
and he can demonstrate, he says, that almost any- 
one can be programmed to do anything. 

Bud Fensterwald, a man of heart and wit, keeps 
in tooch. I have refused to become a member of the 
hoard of the CT1A, but he keeps writing and 
phoning and -asking me to check up on obscure per- 
sons and movements which Use underground net- 
work suspects of perfidy. I had lunch with Fenster- 
wald not long ago in Los Angeles while be detailed 
some “new leads,** then accompanied him to die 
headquarters of the Scientology movement in LA. 
where we wasted two hours seeking information 
about a strange new Satanist cub called The Pro- 




I am not being a died-in-the-wool, full 
Mown, damn fool, paranoid assassination buff, 
however, I bold no hopes that I will ever “solve*’ 
the mysteries of either assassination. Deep down, 
maybe, 1 ttSl hope that someone can put the pieces 
togetSef and, bigger job, prove it all in a court of 

l aw. But 1 don’t think 111 be able to do it. The best I 
catr hope for is to understand how h was iRai 1 ever 
believed 1 could, and why 1 thought I needed to do 
ao. 

This could be an adventure in the exploration of 
inner space, one that would lead me into the laby- 
rinthine ways of my own psyche where I could pal- 
pate my primitive need* to have explanations for the 
unexplainable, even if the explanations must be cast 
in the form of myth and legend. In my youth, I met 
these needs by immersing myself in the ration slinic 
mysticism of the Jesuit Order. When ) left the Or- 
der some 13 years ago, I thought 1 had o ut grow n 
the need. Now I am not ao sure: the hunger for 
meaning is still there; the chaos of the ’60s and the 
*70* only intensifies the emptiness inside. Either I 
learn to live with chaos or V manufacture new 
myths. 

This is nothing new. The Roman poet Virgil pre- 
sented us with an elaborate analysis of our own 
myth-making propensities in a long pf«*p of the 
Aeneid personifying Dame Rumor, But modem 
scholars (with the minor exception of Cordon All- 
port in his this study on The Psychology of Rumor) 
have paid far too little attention to these weird 
wbriifteT within many of us. . 

r t • - # *■ s ’ y 



1 do no t believe I have bees ak»e in my i 
C allup poDs continue to reflect a general* 
jority belief that there was a conspiracy to 
nate two Kennedy* and a King, and the popular 
song, “Has Anybody Here Seen My Friend John?** 
only serves to underline the pneral acceptance of a 
legend which, if anything, is stiQ growing 



Those who have a hard time living whh chaos re- 
fuse to accept the judgement that Oswald and Ray 
and Sirhan were “just crazy." And so, undeterred 
by lack of any evidence that would stand up in a 
court of law, they concoct fantasies out of the 
available facts, and/or their pet hatreds and ferns at 
a time in history when there is a bull market in both. 
Thus, the plot is either left wing or it is right wing, 
big business or Mafia, the CIA, the FBI or the Pen- 
tagon, Zionist, Third World, die occult or, 
even, Getty, Onassis, Johnson, die Kennedy family 
itself, the Catholic Church, the Masonic Order. 
Everyone, it teems, has his own favorite co-cao- 
spiraiors; some manage to combine many cr all in 
a plot that becomes rather vast. 

Before one smirks and begins to feel superior to 
these simpletons, he had better examine his own 
deepest feelings. Glenn Akers, a student of con- 
temporary folklore in Los Angeles, found one or 
another of these “co-conspirators" I just men- 
tioned above lurking under the surface conscious- 
ness of off of the respondents he polled recently 
regarding the assassination of John Kennedy. He 
did his research in a sample of students, faculty and 
staff at San Fernando Valley State College. And 
some of his respondents expressed belief in another 
Kennedy legend: 42 percent of those polled by 
Akers have heard the story that John Kennedy is 
■tiD alive and believe that the legend hat some 
plausibility. 

I don’t 'think it does any good to call sodi bdkh 
“rick” in order to dismiss them. Such belief may, in 
fact, be a kind of emergency therapy, self-applied. 
Belief in a legend that Kennedy is stxB alive may 
help assuage the folk where they hurt the most, and 
half belief in a conspiracy may provide t emp orar y 
answers where no answers exist 

In fact, as I explore my own inner space (a 
grueling affair), I am sometimes tempted to go back 
to that search far the easier answer, die whole, 
conspiracy thing. If Fensterwald phooed me to- 
morrow and asked me to meet him at midnight in 
the middle of a swamp 14 mDesootsde Pascagoula, 
Mississip pi, rd probably grab my tr en chcoat mid 
ftnonlSe next jet headed south. ^ 
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About this issue 



1b lib artick bcgmning on page 6, Ruben Blair 
duces os to thaf curious breed of sleuths who 



J6ved( 



devoted 






enormous energy to searching for a conspiracy in the deaths 
of JFK, RFX and Martin Luther King. Kaiser should know, 
for be himself was a member of the obsessed tribe. In prepar- 
ing hi* celebrated book “RFX M unfair r he revised fan last 
chapter “to mobilize the publico do something, since the 
FBI, CXA and other agencies had dragged their feet" Hh ar- 
ticle recounts how, after E. F. Dutton published his book ht 
October of 1970, Kaiser did "my junior G-man tiling, hying 
to find a conspiracy myself to explain what Suhan did." His 
hopes ha ve since been dashed, but even today a pec uliar Hint 
shines til his* ey es when h e discusses his long an d futile hunt 
Tor evide nce of a conspiracy', kaiser was particularl y drawt^ o 
the case because of hb personal admiration for Bobby Ken* 
nedy. They had first met during the 1960 Presidential race; 
the place was Phoenix where, he recalls, Bobby breezed into 
town as his older brother's “brash young campaign manager " 
Kaiser was then a newspaper reporter, having dropped plans 
to enter die Jesuit priesthood after 10 years of study. Clare 
Boothe Luoe admired his work and introduced him to her bus- 
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P^a If. West Magazine 
Eos Angeles Times 
I*os Angeles, Calif. 



band; in due course Kaiser began a five-year stint with Time 
during which, while stationed in Rome, he won the Overseas 



Press Club’s 1963 award for the best magazine reporting on 
foreign affairs. After quitting Time in 1966, he went to work 
on Tom Braden's campaign fur lieutenant governor and got 
thick with "the Kennedy crowd." By 1968 he was a free-lance 
writer (Kaiser has contributed not only to West but to the La- 
dies Home Journal, Playboy “and everything in between"), 
and the Doming after RFK’s assassination Life assigned him 
to the Sirhan story. When his book came out two years later, 
be sent copies to such Kennedy stalwarts as Arthur Schles- 
inger, Pierre Salinger and Teddy White, all of whom “either 
sent it back or let me know they wouldn't read it. The tide 
was too gruesome for them, and the whole memory caused 
too much pain." Kaiser believes that much of the public has 
similarly repressed RFK’s death and that tikis, m part, 
explains the modest sales of “RfK Must Dier (If alive, Kai- 
ser thinks, RFK would now be President) When he sob- 
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mined bis present artick to West, what principally intrigued 
os was the ambiguous self-portrait the author had drawn. 
On the one hand, he described himself as at last freed from 
Ks obsessive belief that a conspiracy was involved; on (he 
other band, he could Become a true believer all over again If 
even a minimum of evidence were to appear — or so we 
.inferred from what he wrote. When we asked him about tins 
apparent ambiguity, Kaiser agreed with the interpretation, "In 
'' the RFK tiding," he said, “1 was never able to prove a con- 
spiracy, b ut I still think someone else may eventual ly be abl e 
to do mat." As he spoke, the ffrnt in his eye became a gleam. 
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Sworn affidavit by 
Criminalist Harper 

, «- m*Mt or my berkrround 



I. WILUA M W. HAKg jBJ»i« j 

Jirrt «9 ICpaT** follows; 

1. 1 im t resident of the State of 
California and for approximately 
thirty-aeven yrart have lived at 615 
Pwpd Boulevard in Pasadena. 
California. . 1 ^ 

S. I am ncm and for thirty -five*?’ 
yean have been engaged in the field I 
rf consulting otnirulittm jj 

3. My formal academic background * 
includes studied at Columbia Uftiver- j 
«ity. University rf California at Lea * 
Angeles and California Institute of 1 



Technology where f spent four years, t 
including studies in physics and 1 
mathematics with the major portion 
devoted to physics research. 

4. My practical experience and 
positions held include seven years as 
consulting criminalist to the 



laavir py j 

st Harper 3 

6. baaed or my background and j 
training, upon my exp er ience as n 
consulting criminalist, and my- 
studies, numinstMm and analyse* of 
data 'related to the Robert t. Kan 1 
nedy assassination, I have arrived at ] 
the following findings and opinions: | 
A. An analyses of tbr physical j 
rircwabiKW at the scene of the f 
2 assassination dncloam that Senator V 
I Kennedy was fired upon from two 1 ! 
| distinct firing positions while he mi 
, walking through the kitrhen pantry 1 
| at the Ambassador Hotel, firing 
Position A. the pcejikin pf Sirhaa, 
was located direct ly in front' e t the * 



Senator, with Sirhan (■cs-tebct i 
with the Senator. This pceition Is J 
well established by own than a ? 
* dnaen eyewitnesses. A second firing t 
position. Firing Position B, is c burly 
aubluhn) by the autopsy report It 
was located in dose proximity to Che 



Pasathoa Police Oep. rtment where I t Senator, immediately to his right nod 



was in charge of the Technical 
laboratory engaging in the technical 
phases of police training and all 
technical field investigations in- 
cluding threw involving firearms. I 



rear. It was front this fxeitim that 4 . 
(four) shots were fired, three of which 
entered the Senator's body. One of . 

mb—a. Am * ' ■ fcwl 

“ penetration of the Senator' a brain. A 1 



was. during World War 11, for three , fourth shot passed through the right t 

Z a L-:.-l » _» .1 J. a - W xl_ . at . _a x f 



years in charge of technical in- 
vestigation far Naval Intelligence in 
the llth Naval District, located at 
San Diego. California- 
After my release from the Navy, I 
entered private practice as a con- 
Mjlting criminalist Extending rarer a 
period of 35 years I have handled 
roughly 300 cases involving firearm 
in homicides, suicides and accidental 
shoutings, t have testified as a con- 
sulting criminalist in both criminal 
and civil litigations and for both 
defense and prtawmbori in both State 
and Federal Courts- T have qualified 
I’ as an expert in the courts of Califor- 
nia, Washington, Oregon. Texas, 
'Nevada, Arisons and Utah. I am a 
Fallow rf the American Academy of 
Forensic Snww i*-T- '-•» 

5. During the part aeven month* I 
have made a eardbl review and 
study of the physical ctreurretanoen 



I daailder pad of the Senator's coat 
L These four shuts frnm Firing Position 
B all produced powder ratable pat- 
terns, indicating they were find from 
a distance of only a few inches. They 
' w*r* clrwely grouped within a 12 inch \ 
circle. - j 

In marked contrast, the shots tram j 
Firing Position A produced no j 
powder residue patterns oh thr bodies 1 
or clothing of any of the surviving 
victims, all of whom were walking 
behind the Senator. These shots were 
widely dhperaad * 

Senator Kennedy received no Iron. 

■ tal wounds The three wound* aid-' 

| fared fay hint were fired from behind 
, and he had enhance wowrab hr Aw 
posterior portiens <£ his body. «■ 

, j B. It is evident that a strong cetv 
' flirt rxjxtn b e t w e e n the eye wit new ec* 

‘ counts and the autopsy findings This 



ttudy of th physical ctrauretancea [ conflict if totally Irreconcilable with 
of the' aaaaesmatim «f Senator . the hypothesis that only Sirhan - a gun 
Robert F. Kennedy ip Ire Angeles, j jams involved in the awaarinatiML' 
California In this connection 1 have : * l The conflict can be aliminutad if mg 

XV, — l llw nln,ir,l MbtawW In. ■ - ' 1 il.n» n -* Um 1 



examined the physical evidence hr- .• 
trmhirrd at the trial, including (he ’ 
Sirhan weapon, the bullets and shell 1 
Cases. ] have also studied the autopsy I 
re port the au topsy nhotc arnnhx. and ' 
IfwTiiwiil' Tlflrtioin «f the, trial ; 



wider that a aanaid gun was la i ig 
red frnm Firing Jh* Hun B a» 
u trendy with the firing of the Sirhaff 
m from Firing Ptmtium A. (t la astf-i 
vident that within the brief period or 
W shearing fraughty IS w««fcl 
irhan could not have been in both 
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T ” No eyewitnesses saw tltrtnr il tm 
yxlliin oilier than Firing F\jsition A, 
where hr wa» quickly restrained by 
'-citizen* p nwnt at ' that time and 
, place. 

j C It is my opinion that these cii- 
cvnHinnt in con Junction with the 
autopsy report (without for the 
■ moment considering additional 
evidence). (irmly establish that two 
(pins were being fired in the kitchen 
pantry concurrently. 

D. There i» no rttamiWr 
likelihood that the shots from Firing] 
Petition B emild have been frred by a 
person attempting to atop Sirhan.' 
This « because the person shooting} 
from Firing Position B was in atmiwtj 
1 direct body con»«ct with the Sena lor. 
‘This person could have seen where 
his shots would strike the Senator. 
Inner the fatal tint was fired (murrtvl 
from one to three inches from the 
Senator’s head Had Sirhan been the 
in tended target, the person shooting 
would have extended his arm hryond 
.the Senator and fired directly at 
(Sirhan. Furthermore, two of the shots 
-from Firing Position B were steeply 
hipward; one shot actually 

r net rating the celling overhead 

E. The police appear "in have 
concluded that a total of eight shots 
were find with aeven bullets accoun- 
ted for and one bullet unrecovered 
This apparent conclusion fails to 
take into account that their ev idence 
shows that a fourth shot from Firing 
Position B went through the right 
■boulder pad rf the Senator’s mat 
' from back to front This shot was 
: fired from a distance of ap- 
proximately one inch according to the 
1 testimimy. It could not have been the 
-ahnt which struck Vic inn Paul 
.Schradc in the forehead since 
'Schrade was behind the Senator and 
'traveling m the same directum The 
f bullet {traducing this hale in the 
-shoulder pad from back to front 
1 Could not have returned by ricochet 
[pr otherwiae to strike Schradr in the 
’forrhrsd This fourth shot from 
(/iVii* Position B would indicate B 
uainrl shots ware fired. w with two 
'bullets vnrwoiffsd Thu indication 
^provides an additional basis far the 
jenntenliau that two guns ware in- 
[Volved since the Sirhan fun could 
lha vv fired only’ 8 (eight) shots 
r. ' f. The preserutinn testimony at- 
hrenpted to establish that the Sirhan- 
[gu n, and no other, was i nvolved jn 
tthe - ksiUTWThstion It i* a fact,! 
^nwtvft that the txib jua fUrtuaHiJ 



bilked scie ntifically 

* jsrvnnS gun. ms the Sirhan fun. 
Thr serial number of the Sirhan gun 
a. No H-51725 The sens! number H 
the second gun is No. Hl8flt>2, It is 
also an fver Johnson ti cal- cadet 
The expert testimony, based on Hun- 
ching I he three test bullet* of Exhibit 
55 in a comparison rmrrfwrnpt to 
three of (he evidence bullets (Exhibit 
<7 removed from the Senator, 
Exhibit 52 removed from Goldstein 
and Exhibit 5( removed freer) Weiael) 
concluded that the three evidence 
buffets were fired ftitn the same gun 
that fired the three test bullets of 
Exhibit 5-5 The phyxical evidence 
shows that thr gun that fired thr 
three test bullets was fun No- 
Hi 8602. not the Sirhan gun. Thus, 
the only gun placed at thr scene by 
scientific evidenck is gun No. 
H 18602. Sirhan’ s gun was taken 
hum him by citizens at the scene. 1 
have nn information' regarding thr 
background history of gun N<> 
H 18602 <us fan* thr police came into 
posaemion of it 

G. Nn test bullets recovered from 
the Sirhan gun are in evidence This 
gun wav never identified scientifically 
as having Fired any of the bullets 
removed fr<m any of the victims- 
Other than the apparent self-evident 
fan that gun No. H-57725 was fur- 
ribly removed from Sirhan at thr 
scene, it has not been connected by 
mirrevw -pii examinations «r other 
scientific testing to thr actual 
shooting. 

H The only reasonable con- 
clusion from thr evidence developed 
by the police. in to»«e of their 
protestations to the contrary, is that 
two guns were being fired in the kit- 
chen nsTrtrv d the Ambassador Hote l 
at the time of the shooting id Senator 
Kennedy. • 

I From' the general circumstan- 
ces of the shooting the only 
reasonable assumption w that the 
bullet rmused from victim Weiael 
was in fact fired from the Sirhan gun 
This bullet is in near perfect fort 
damn. 1 have, theref-vc. chosen it as 

• "test" bullet fnm the Sirhan gun 

and" compared rl with the bullet 
removed from the Senator's neck 
The bullet removed from the 
Senator’s neck. Exhibit 47. was me 
flf those Seed fr<en Firing Position B, 
white the bullet »»««( ' 

weisel. F.ISibit M, was one of those 
fired fr om Finn* P osi tion A. {he 






f podtinn tFSiitianTdv *MFTlnifhB* 
dBrornr no individual charac- 
teristics establishing that Exhibit 47 
and Exhibit 54 had been fired by the 
same gun. In fact m> examination* 
disclosed that bullet Exhibit 47 has a 
rifling angle approximately S3 
minutes (1(7 1 greslar than the 
riHing angle of bullet Exhibit 64. It 
•k therefore, my opinion that bullet* 
47 and M could not have been fired 
from the same gun 

The above finding stands u to- ' 
dependent proof that two gun* ware 
being fired concurrently in the kit- 
chen pantry of the Ambassador Hotel 
at the timr of the ahoobng. , 

J. The conclusion* I have 
arrived at haaed upon ray findings ’ 
are a* follow*: . 

f 1 > Two 32 calibre guns ware 
involved in the aiwaasitiatioiL 

12 i Senator Kennedy wa* 
killed by nw nf the xhrts fired from 
Firing Position B. fired by a second 
gunman. 

(-1) The five surviving victims 
jeert wounded by Sirhan ahonUbf 

to * 

fr-vn Firing Position A. 

1 4 ) it is extreme!? Unlikely 
that any of die Shllcts find by the 
Sirhan gun ever struck thr body <f 
Srmztoc Kennedy 

fSj it s also unlikely that the 
shooting of tor Senator could have 
OiXidentally' resulted from an at - 
tem/n to shoot Sirhan. .- 

Ortrt# Dec em b er t8. 1970. 

William H" Harper 

STATE OF CALIFOHS’lA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

t 

Os Jus ..... thy of December. 
1970. before me appeared, per. 
i small?, WILLIAM W. HAHPER. 
known tome to be the person eAcne 
name i* sutnrrihed to the within in- 
strument. and artnouieiiged that hr 
executed the so me. ■ - 

Notary Public in a nd far ■ | 
so id County and Stott ■ 
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-Hates on People Vs Sirhoif* - 



Assume that Si than had escaped from the scene erf the Kennedy 
assassination with the gun without being seen try any aye witnesses 
Assume also that the autopsy and medical reports and other physical 
evidence were the same as we find them today What affect would 
these circumstances have had on the investigation'’ Would the police ’ 
have been searching for one assassin or for two? 

Upon completion of the autopsy it would have been immediately 
evident that the Senator had been fired on by aome gunman in close 
proximity to him and to his ngtvi and rear. 

it was also apparent at this time, or very shortly thereafter, that the 
five additional victims were following the Senator and to hit rear. Had 
the gunman, after shooting the Senator, fumed to his left and fined ap- 
parently indiscriminately into the crowd of his followers If so. why? 

The Sena lor was the "target’' victim The shooting of the additional 
victims would certainty nave to be considered as accidental No one 
could reasonably believe that Schrade Stroll. Goidsiem. Evans and 

I Wei 5 e) had been deliberately chosen tot elimination as welt as the 
Senator The trajectories of the shots wounding these accidental vic- 
tims necessarily came from a position ahead of the Senator, not from 
1 behind turn. 

■ These circumstances would suggest to any experienced homictde 
detective, as well as to any criminalist, that two guns were involved 
• and two gunmen had to be tracked down. 

| Multiple-gun shootings are not a ranty in police work. When bullets 
1 of different calibers are removed from victims end-or found at the 



! crime scene, tt is obvious that more than one gun is invoked When all _ 
recovered bullets ere the same caliber the conclusion that a single gun 
* ts involved must not be hurriedty reached 

i The capiure of Sirhan with hrs gun at the scene resulted in a total 
’ mesmenzation of the investigative efforts Tr*e fact that all recovered 
evidence bullets were the same caliber further contributed to the 
' general euphoria The wen established teachings of criminalistics and 
forensic pathology vyere cast aside and by-passed in favor of a more 
expedient solution and. unfortunately, an erroneous over- 
simplification. . ' » ; 
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Rf^FK' broadcast brings out new material 





ART KUNKM 

La st week ( he mystery wjrroundinn 
the assassination of Robert Kennedy 
in Lot Angeles was once again In 
'the public aye with me broad casting 
by radio elation KPFK of original In- 
terviews and malarial developed by 
Theodore Charach in Ms unrelenting 
probe of Rfks death for a film he is 
making on the subject 
As Awe frets reader* will remem- 
ber. the controversy ultimately 
hinges around the question of 
whether Sirhan was the only one 
firing a gun in the pantry of the Am- 
bassador Hole!. The LOS Angeles 
police department and their experts 
issued a report presumably accen- 
ting (or the eight bullets in SirMm's 
gun. Critics, however, have pornied 
to the fact that photographs are tn 
existence showing investigators 
.removing bullets irom areas ot the 
pantry not lifted in the police ac- 
counting for their eight bullets and 
along line* of fire not possible from 
Sirhan * position. In short, they say 
there were more than eight bullets 
fired, therefore more than one gurt- 
*n. 

Also the critics say that the in- 
vestigation was badly bungled by 
police experts, evidence mishandled 
after the crime, end that Sirhan was 
not close enough to Kennedy or at 
right angle to have fired the 
critical shots Although the police 
have backed the opinions of their in- 
vestigators. Charach has presented 
material from other criminalists 
which charges police criminalist 
DeWayne Wolter o> violations erf 



tynityof 
hciaf inw 



firing It 

irirestigation 



althou gh the of -' 
somehow - did not 



ask the questions which would have 
, developed this material. When 
, Caesar candidly answered 
Charach* questions revealing his 
, nght wing political stance and the 
, fact that his gun was drawn. Caesar 
was obviously unaware that Charach 
was seeking to poke holes in the of- 
ficial attitude toward the 
assassination. 

In statements broadcast last weak 
over KPFK. in a program produced 
by Charles Waite, a person alleged 
to be Caesar and who speaks of his 
presence in the pantry as an Ace 
Guard states that Ninon Is “trying to 
out-do Johnson ... I definitely 
wouldn't have voted for Bobby Ken- 
nedy. 'cause he had the same ideas 
as John did and I think John sold the 
country down the road. He gave it to 
the commies , . . He literally gave ft 
to the minority ... He says. ‘Here, 
you take over ... I'm giving it to you. 
you run the white man.’ . . . One of 
these days, at the rate they’re going, 
there ’s going to be cm I war in this 
country . . . If* going to be the white 
egainst the black, and the only thing 
I'd aay Is the black will never win.” 

This obviously nght wing man with 
a gun • was then asked , by 
Charach the following question: 

CHARACH: Now. lei's clarify again, 
this important point You tell us you 
originally drew your gun alter raising 
youreetf from your tall The LAPO 
report confirms you reached for your 
gun instantly. And the FBI 
aay you are on the kitchen 



r**- 



prDCSdure in investigating Kerv ' ac^mfcie 1o your feel before drawing 



of my 



your gun The tree version 
CAESAR: I had ft out 
holster, t had It in my hand . 
the shots were fired f reached for my 
gun and that's when I got knocked 



nedy's assassination. 

This conflicting material consists 
Of aflidavils from crimigplist William 
W. Harper (which the free Press I 
prints here tor the tint time 
anywhere), a totter from Marshall 

Hcwfs. dditor in chief of JntfM Tfw from Marshall Hours to 
Afagiifr*. a pubficatron 0M ling wnn Eva II* Younptr on 

medicine, anatomy and ■freary, to x mi My* in pet: 
California Attorney General Evelie J 

(Younger, and an an elaborati on of ou r 

Theodore Charach with Gene, discussion" last night at .7. . A* r Jrv 

Me gun drawn and had. tire op po se 
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Se mat in thft matter bu t do have a 
deep academic and professional in- 
terest over Wolfe r'» horrendous 
blunders Jn tha past and those ha 
will commit In the future t» he con- 
fcnuet on in hie present e**>srvnem 



t know alt ot tha men who have 
stepped forward to apeak in this 
present civil service proceeding 
They are atl men o> great integrity 
and professional competence whose 
■ole concern is in the elevating the 
field of criminalistics to a . 

professional status The idea 

that these men who are national 
leaders in criminalistics are oul to 
'get' Wolfer because of motives of 
‘professional jealousy' is totally ab- 
unrri Thev are deeply gneved over 
his unconscionable antics since I 
these bring discredit to their 
profession .... 

Wolfer suffers from a great in- 
feriority complex for which ha com- 
pensates by giving the police exactly 
whaf they need to obtain a convic- 
tion. He casts objectivity to the, 
winds and violates every basic tenet ' 
of forensic science and proof by 
becoming a crusading ' advocate. 
Th is is ration alised as b eing entire hi 
legitimate since the accused is 
guilty anyway 



LwW not elaborate o n^the detai ls 
jot Ihe "Three cases under con- 
sideration by the civil service beard 
(Sirhan. Kirschke and Tarry) other 
than to say that mat experts of in- 
tegrity who have examined portions 
or all of the evidence ana appalled at 
what Walter did .... By all means, 
don't lei a group of police ‘experts' 
in firearms identification, who might 
be suggested to the civil service 
. board by Wolfer. give W otter a cost 
[ of whitewash .... I'll be glad to run 
in and talk to you about these mat- 
ters if you wish. If I can do anyth mo 
else for you. please let me know. 
(Signed) Marsh “ 

Evidently the whitewash did hap- 
pen and Charach is still pursuing 
this matter, bringing new evidence 
to the public, planning legal actions 
and a release of his film which will 
hopefully result in re-opening the of* 
facial investigation of RFK's death. 
And no one should take this lightly 
because, as the Lot Angelas turns 
noted Iasi August 16 in a lengthy ar- 
ticle on Ihe possibility of a second 
gunman in the Sirhan case, “It is 
Charach who three years ago began 
the personal crusade that led to the, 
present investigative tangle over 
wftai to rp ost people hj g a ppeare d 
to be an open and Shut political mur- 
dar case." 
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ChwrBCh challenges for D.ATpoSt. 

Will Bobb^Kennedy's ghost 
Busch at the polli 

hoffmah 



M V* - ' 'i 

beat 



— * mDHOFFMM*— <U^s. .. 

Bobby Kennedy's ghost is coming b*a A. ' Dewayne W olfer now acting heed of ft p 
haunt District Attorney Joseph P. Butch in LAPD crime tab. was the prosecutor’* 
his quest for reelection this year. ballistics expert during Sirhwi’s trial. 

Almost four years have passed since the Charech, Witlism Harper and other 
second Kennedy brother wee shot in the investigators claim that Wolf tr fabricated 
Ambassador Hotel and shipped back to. evidence, faf a if iad documents and provided 
Washington, D.C. in a box. L-A. County! the police with an oversimplified solution 
authorities’ handling of the politically I to the Kennedy murder, 
inspired myader will be an issue in the I Walter was to become permanent head of 
coming election. I the crime lab July 1 imtil charges wens 



President Kennedy's accused assassin 
never went to court, and Martin Luther 
King's alleged killer was given 99 years in 
jail with no trial. But in Los Angeles a 
imllion-dollarshowwasputoA "to restore 
public confidence in our institutions." 

Theodore Charech, the shAbom 
researcher whose work helped uncover the 
DA’S use of fabricated, fraudulent evidence 
to convict Sirhan Sirhan, held a press 
conference at KPFK Friday morning to 
'play a new taped documentary and to 
announce that his documentary film, "Who 
Kitted Bobby Kennedy?", will be released 
during the Presidential campaign. 

Charech proposed to make this an 
affective issue in the 1972 campaign. ”1 
hold the Office of the California Attorney- 
General, the Office of the Los Angeles 
■County District Attorney and_lha.Los 



to the Kennedy murder, 

Wolfer was to become permanent head of 
the crime lab July 1 imtil charges were 
mede against him by attorney Barbara 
Blehr late last Spring. Busch's office was 
supposed to invest! gate the accusations and 
the implication that Robert Kennedy wet 
killedby t second gunman. Instead the DA 
suddenly became "terribly concerned” 
diet the evidence had been tampered with. 
The county clerk served as temporary 
scapegoat while the authorities 
responsible slid the main issue aside. Then 
the clerk was exculpated, the evidence wee 
said to be in order and it was alleged that all 
is right with the world. Wolfer 'ft promotion 
was temporarily shelved. 

William Harper, an eminent criminalist 
whoqualifiesaftanexportin six states and 
is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Forensic Sciences, studied the evidence 
for seven months end then wrote; 

"Senator Kennedy was fired upon from 



^gelas Police Department accountable] two distinct firing positions Sirhan 

tor this travesty on the face of the! was directly in front ... face-to-face with 



American community: 

"District Attorney Joseph 



Jf Vie was directly in front . . . face-to-face with 
the Senator. A second firing position ... 
Busch was located in close proximity to the 



must be defeated in his bid for elective] Senator, immediately to his right and rear. 



office, in defeating Busch we will be* H was from this position that four shots 
rebuking Attorney-General Evelle wars fired, three of which entered the 
Younger.’,.. Mr. Busch has declined to Senator's body, .. . Kennedy received go 



serve justice on the strength of the frontal wounds. The three wounds suffered 
isKhallenged Harper findings by respected by him wore fired from behind and he had 



members of the profession of 

Criminalistics." {Criminalistics ts 

scientific evaluation of physical trace 



entrance wotnd* in the posterior garb of' 
his body. 

. "...a second gun was being fired ... 



evidence linking an individual suspect to a concurrently with the firing of the Sirhan- 
epecific crime. Criminalistics applies g**.. .. The fatal shot was fired (mailt) 
sophisticated measurement techniques to from ana to three inches from the Senator’s 

I fingerprints, ballistics, photographs, etc.) hud. 



Charech cal led "tor fhe eradication of 
Wolferiam in the^co secu tion of criminal 

> . ax ui^u *. fUz _ _ aa a • 



"The ~ prosec ut ion ... attempted to 
establish that the Sirhan gun, and no other. 



law. By Wofferism VTZbnt that poison wax involved in the assassination 
vAich permits falsification and howeve r ... the Sirhan gin , . , was r 
manufacture of ovidbne* In our courts identified scientifically as having firet 
th ro ugh police incompeten c e, wr*^- pf the bullets removed from any ol 



howeve r ... the Sirhan 9 x 1 . . . was never 
Identified sc ientif icaf ly as having fired any 
pf the bullets removed from any of the 
Victims ... it has not been c ocnede^ fry 
wu j fo tcv prf examinations or other 
* Wrtifie testing to theacbulahoofing." ’ 
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few j ffared the ver y si mple findia o 
Cut EeTTTstic examination of two of fee 
bullets shows that they "could not km 
been, fired from ts ssm* gun" ss tils 
."independent proof that two guns wore 
being fired concurrently in the kitchen 
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel St the time 
, of the shooting." 

Busch has ignored these simple facts 
since last summer's nest sidestep and 
whitewash, butbemeynof beetle to ignore 
them much longer. The Repidifican PA, 
Evefle Younger'e handpicked successor, 
says he is satisfied with the way hit office 
ope rales. 

Deputy PA Vincent Buglios i eayt he is 
not satisfied. Bugliosi, a Democrat, 
snnowiced that he is running egsinst his 
boss on the promise of better prosecution 
end ■ higher conviction rets. He has not 
boon hoard from yet on the Kennedy 
assassination issue. 

Merge Buckley, who led Peece and 
; Freedom's 1970 ticket by getting 175,000 
votes in her campaign for stats Attomsy 
. General, has announced that she will run 
for DA. Buckley attended Charach's press 
conference Friday and said that reopening 
the Kennedy investigation will be part of 
* her program for e general housecleaning. 
[ . “The District Attorney's Office is one of 
tie most important jobs that we have. - 1 
think one of my first jobs would bo to 
investigate the prosecution of the person 
; accused of assassinating Senator Kennedy, 

; I would have to took at what the police and 
. county government did in that esse, 

} "I would have to took at how they tried to 
pillory Coroner Thomas Noguchi in an 
‘ attempt to. discredit him. When he was on 
the stand during the Sirhen trial the 
District Attorney asked Dr. Noguchi only 
va ry gen eral questions. AidginaJamtoe 
impTtEXtfDfte of h is autopsy findings, I think 
tiers is a great deal to inveatigate here.” 
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Main Points of Criticism 

A report by the Los Angeled 
County chief administrative officer] 
Thursday took issue with some ma 
jor points pf criticism the eountyj 
grand Jury directed against the. 
county clerk’s office in the handling] 
of evidence to the Sirhao B. Sirhan 
murder trial 

County Clerk William G. Sharp’! 
office did show some deficiencies in 
looking after the evidence, hut 
Sharp's office is being ’effectively 
administered’ in a ’quite creditable* 
manner, CAO Arthur G. Will said. 
The 23-pa pe report was prepared 



clerk? office failed to jf© 11 * Jitently fojlow 
comply with an intention , ta* UI '® under- 

of the court that ballistics J fading and compliance 
evidence In the case bejte* insUTJrtioJM hy tower 
’ape dfically packaged,* 



LI SilOU UV 

en by the 
sgard. The 
bulleli 



the Will report said 
*Our task force finds! 
that no special ins true 
tion* were given 
court to this re 
storage of the 
while to the custody of thej 
county clerk was in thel 
same package they weri 
to when received from the 
LAPD. This was ConsM 
tent with the standard 
operating procedure 
The Brand fuTV Criticized 




The 29-pspe report was preparen i ne erano iutv cnuciiear , , ,, 

for the Board of Supervisor* by .*|th* county, clerk’s 



task force of personnel from WiH'a| 
office 

Will concluded that 'inadequate 
attention on a sustained basil was 
[ given to the magnitude and impor- 
{ tance of the trial by top manage* 
ment* in Sharp's office. 

Sirhan was convicted of the raur-J 
der of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. He to 

San 



now awaiting execution at 

Quentin Prison, . . „ 

The county elerk'a office, Will; the division,' 
ooi5llBued, J " needs to establish efftc-j answered, 
tiv* mechanisms for Identifying The missing copies 



for tosertedly allowing un- 
authorized persons to 
view and handle the Sir- 
han exhibits, and ft noted 
that several pages of co- 
pies of notebooks of Sir- 
nan's notes were missing. 

*A 1 lowing representa- 
tives of counsel to dew ex- 
hibits has been standard 
operating procedure for 
the report 



views all along that no ex- 
hibit In the Sirhan touts 
was tampered with , while 
to my custody 



of 



('notebook pages, the report 
said, had been intended 
; for jury and public view- 
ing and were available at 
50 cents a page. 

*We are unable to deter- 
mine the disposition of 
these copies,* the report 
• said. ’However, the orig- 
inal documents were 
i transmitted to the state 
t Supreme Court intact." 

. As to the grand Jury** 
[general criticism of the 
. p erforman ce of upper and 
.middle nftnagemenl 51 life 
gcounty elerk'a office, the 



n 



level tuff in this 
lar case* i< 

Sharp, who called lihe 
grand jury criticism of his 
office "toully unfounded* 
when it waa made last. Au- 
gust, appeared satisfied 
with the will report, t 
’The report of the gbief 
administrative officer .re- 
futes charges made ta* the 
grand jury that evidence 
in the Sirhan case liiraa 
mil handled,’ Sharp Com- 
mented. ’This Invertiga- 
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taspectioir# 
Assassination 
Report Sought 

Immediate access to a 
JO- volume investigation 
report dealing with the as- 
sassination of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy was demand- 
ed Tuesday by attorney 
Barbara Warner Blehr in 
a Superior Court petition. 

Mrs. Blehr made her de- 
mand is connection with 
her defense in a $2 million 
libel suit brought by De- 
Wayne A. Wolfer, acting 
head of the Los Angeles 
police crime laboratory. 
His suit was based on a 
letter written by Mrs. 
Blehr In opposition to his 
permanent appointment. 

The inspection plea, set 
for hearing Nov. J6 before 
Superior Judge Max Z. 
Wisot, declared that Mrs, 
Blehr had been denied ac- 
cess to the material even 
though it is a public rec- 
ord and has been used by 
writers looking into the 
murder of the Xew York 
Democrat by Jordan-born 
Sirhan B. Sirhan. 

Mrs. Blehr has contend- 
ed that while Sirhan may 
have fired pistol shots at 
Kennedy, the fatal bullet# 
could have come from an- 
other gun. But Wolfer 1 * 
lab work, she has charged, 
was to faulty that ft be- 
came almost impossible to 
present this theory in 
court. * { 

The Blehr petition also 
seeks the right to inspect 
police report* concerning 
the murder prosecutions 
of former Dep. Disk A tty. 
Jack Kirechke and one Le- 
wis Terry. All of the re- 
ports, she maintains; have 
been perused by others 
bu t have , b een denied -to 
her on the grounds that 
ithey are confidential, „ 
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Sirhan Was 
Lone Killer, 
Police Say 



A Police Department 
board of inquiry Tuesday 
told Loi Angelee Po- 
lice Chief Edward M. Da- 
vis that It had found no 
foundation to the theory 
that anyone besides Sir- 
han B. Sirhan was In- 
volved in the assassination 
of Sen. Robert F. Kenne* 



(Haunt Clipping in Spec* h*l*v) 

" gtantly a ttemptin g to doo- 
ument their beliefs, " 

Both the police and dis- 
trict attorney's probe a 
wen launched May 28 
when attorney Barbara 
Warner Biehr accused Po- ( 
lice Department crimina- 
list DeWayne A Wolfer of 
mishandling the ballistics 
investigation of the Ken- 
nedy assessination and 
two other murder cases, 
including that of former 
Dep. DisL Atty. Jaek ' 
girachke. r 

While Busch'* office to- 
re it 1 gated only the 
charges pertaining to the 
Kennedy efstslnation 
the police board went Into 
all three. 



dy. 

The board issued its re- 
port one day after Los An- 
geles County Diet. Atty. 
Joseph P. Busch an- 
nounced that hit office, af- 
ter a five-month probe, 
had reached the same con- 
clusion. 

The three-man police 
board attributed the 'al- 
ternate assassin" theory to 
•conspiracy buffs* who, 
"iney said, 'will 1* con- 



As with Busch's probe, 
the police board conceded 
there was a clerical error 
in the labeling of one 
evidence envelope during 
the Sirhan trial. The board 
said it found no evidence 
of any error* to the other 
two cases. 

The board wa* made up 
of Asst. Chief Jack G. Col- 
lins, Dep. Chief John A. 
McAllister and Comdr. 
* ^ePf g l X. Beck. * - ■ ■* 
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^Criminalist in Sirhan Inquiry 
Cleared of Impropriety by DA 

Busch Says Allegations of Ballistics Procedure Violations 
Were 'People Trying to Make Something Out of Nothing' 



BY ROK El VS TOSS 

iMUMiwMr 



RMice criminalist DeWaync woi- 
fe/JMonday was cleared of alJega- 
TsSns that he violated ballistics proce- 
dures in the investigation into the 
assassination of Sen. Robert P. Ken- 
nedy. 

Dist Atty. Joseph P. Busch Jr. 
said a lengthy inquiry by his office 
refutes the accusations against Wol- 
fer. The prosecutor label©! those at- 
tacking the criminalist's work on 
the case as 'people trying to snake 
something out of nothing.* ’ 

Busch conceded, however, that his 
office did not test-fire the gun taken 
from Sirhan B. Sirhan, the convicted 
slayer of Kennedy. He said there is 
insufficient evidence of any impro- 
prieties on Wolfer's part to necessi- ’ 
tate doing so. . . 

Weapon in Custody of Court 

Wolfer's critic* contend that such 
• firing would substantiate their 
charges. The death weapon now is 
In the custody of the California Su- 
preme Court. 

The allegations that Wolfer acted 
Improperly were contained in a let- 
ter sent Jy attorney. Barbara War; 
per B le/r t o the City Civil Service 
CBffiiBjsIon on May 28— nearly 
three years after Kennedy was shot 
to death and five others were 
wounded in a pantry of the Ambas- 
sador. 

In her four-page letter, assertedly 
written In an effort to block Wolfer’a 
appointment as permanent head of 
the Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment's crime laboratory, Mrs. Blehr 
accused the criminalist of violating 
four separate precepts of investiga- 
tive procedures in his handling of 
the Sirhan matter. 

Her charges also raised the ques- 



tion of whether a second gunman 
might have fired the ahots which 
felled Kennedy on June 5, 1968 as he 
was celebrating his California Pres- 
idential primary election victory. 

Mrs. Blehr contended that Wolfer 
never actually test fired the gun tak- 
en from Sirhan, but rather tested 
another gun which, she claimed, did 
in fact match at least three bullets 
removed from some of the victims. 

List* Investigation Points 

Busch said Monday he is con- 
vinced that Sirhan and only Sirhan 
was involved in the assassination 
and he pointed out that his own in- 
vestigation of the allegations re- ; 
vealed only these relevant facts: 

—That serious errors in Mr*. 
Blehr’* charges against Wolfer were 
uncovered. 

—That a careful study of these 
errors refute Mrs. Blehr's allega- 
tions. 

—That a clerical error was made 
(by Wolfer) in the labeling of an 
envelope containing three bullets 
test fired from Sirhan’s gun by 
Wolfer. 

—That serious questions concern- 
ing the present integrity of exhibits 
In the Sirhan case were raised be- 
cause of the handling of the evidence 
by unauthorized persons while It 
was in the custody of the Los An- 
geles County Clerk's office. 

■The mislabeled envelope In 
no way detracts from the salient 
reality that the murder verdict re- 
turned (against Sirhan) was Just 
and correct,' Busch declared, noting 
also that Slrhan's convict ion fol-_ 
Jowed a 'massive* six -month Lnves^ 
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Ration _ which involved 
interviews of mJre than 
1,000 persons and the ef- 
forts of more than 75 in- 
vestigators. 

The district attorney's 
office began its inquiry on 
June 4 of this year be- 
cause, Busch explained, he 
felt an independent inves- 
tigation was needed, "so 
there would be no loss of 
confidence on the part of 
the public* as to wheth- 
er Wolfer used proper 
procedures. 

Busch blamed 'distres- 
singly lax handling of the 
trial exhibits by the Coun- 
ty Clerk's office as ona of 
the reasons that his inves- 
tigation took so long to 
conclude. 

Busch charged that Mrs. 
Blehr’f accusations, some 
of which were supported 



| by aff idavit! 
three other 



three other crfcwrrattsts, 
were the result of inade- 
quate examination of tha 
trial record and Incom- 
plete investigation of the 
actions of Wolfer in tha 
case. 

He said Wolfer's only 
error was In mistakenly 
labelfng an envelope con- 
taining three bullets test- 
fired from the gun taken 
from Sirhan with the seri- 
al number of the same 
type of gun which was 
used for other tests in the 
case. 

The .second gun was 
used only to conduct tests 
of sound characteristics 
and to verify muzzle dis- 
tance at a time when the 
Sirhan weapon already 
had been introduced into 
evidence before the Coun- 
ty Grand Jury, Busch said. 
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Sirhan Attorneys •« 
Say Search Illegal 

_-r 



SAN FRANCISCO (AP)-At 
jorneys far Sirhan B. Sirhan 
lave challenged the death pen- 
alty and claimed Illegal Kerch 
n the conviction ami sentencing 
if Sirhan in the 1M8 slaying of 
Jen. Robert F > Kennedy, 

In a closing brief, the attor- 
wys yesterday argued Sirhan's 
edroom and personal belong- 
ags were illegally searched be- 
cause his brother could not give 
jermission whOe Sirhan was in 
custody. 

They argued that Sirhan ts 
being subjected to cruel and in- 
human punishment in violation 
of the Bth and 14th Amendments 
to the U.S. Constitution by being 
sentenced to duph. ( 

Lube McKiyck a Los Ange-, 
les attorney, Signed the 55-page 
brief which Supplements a 700- 
page opening brief filed earlier. 

Sirhan, §7, was convicted of 
murdering Kennedy on June 5, 
1WS, and sentenced to death at 
San Quentin Prison. 

In the first brief, Sirhan 
claimed Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Herbert Walker, 
erred in Sirhan's two unsuccess-^ 
ful attempts to plead guilty. He. 
also contended there was in Il- 
legal search of his personal be- 
longings, Illegal ' selection of 
both grand and trial Juries and 
exclusion of Jurors who opposed 
capital punishment 
JheJaieit brief argueg, that 
the search of a trash %rea a t the 



Sirhan home produced an enve- 
lope which had highly prejudi- 
cial material written on it and 
said the search violated Sir-, 
ban's constitutional rights. 

Of capita] punishment, the at- 
torneys said: 

"The purposes of criminal law 
are satisfactorily effectuated by 
life imprisonment, a means lest 
subversive to the right to live. 

"California has shown no 
compelling interest which war- 
rants rendering the appellant 
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What Sirhan ProEe 
Heard on Lost Data 



Testimony in the grand jury. Clerk 
probe into charges of mishan- 
dling of evidence in the Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan cise revealed 
the mysterious disappearance of 
exhibits and money from the 
county clerk’s office, it was 
learned today. > 

Thefts were discovered in Au- 
gust, 1969, and a number of em- 
ployes in the county clerk's off- 
ice were asked to take lie detec- 
tor tests, John Walker, head or 
the Court Services Division, tes 
tified during the recent investi- 
gation. 

The disclosure was made to- 
day with the release of three 
volumes of testimony taken dur 
ing the grand jury hearing last 
month. Earlier investigations 
disclosed some Sirhan trial ex 
Ihibits were mining, but these 
were not specified in the Jury 



jeJUlow) . /_ 

in the court order was 



*1 cant answer that,** Sharp 
said when Deputy Dirt. Atty. 
Richard Hecbt asked Urn why 
no one had notified Mm liter of 
the court order. 

William G. Sharp being Pater Talmachoff. cMcf th e 
criticized by the Board of So- cri^nal dtoiwn ta tte Coojy 
ipervisors for allowing evidence Clerk s office. also ha* drown 
in the assassination case to be “ cl 

misplaced. Some of the docu 
ments, including a copy of one! 
of Sirhan's three notebooks, dit| 
appeared. 

According to W’alker's testi 
mony, (me of the employes iii 
the clerk’s office assigned to th 
exhibits section resigned, rather 
than take a second lie detector] 
kest. 

Sharp, who has been in the! 



The probe resulted in County 



criticism because of Ms failure 
to protect the exhibits. 

TalmachofT, according to the 
transcript, attended i mtctinj 
in the chambers of Superior 
Court Judge Charles Loring on 
May 18, 1M9. The meeting. at- 
tended by Judge Walker, Robert 
Houghton, a highranking mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles Police 
Department and Deputy DisL 
Atty. David N. Fitts, was heid 
1 lay down ground roles on the 



% 



I county clerk’s office since 1M1, | ^ methods ol protecting 
|testified during the secret pro- g^an evidence, 
erodings that nobody had ncti- Talmachoff received direct 
Tied him about a court order ro 0I1 ien not to release the Sirha n 
striding the viewing of the sir- except under court order, 
han exhibits only to persons transcript revealed, 
with proper authorization. I other witnesses testified that 
“* to We Sirhan paper exhibits were 



Sirhan has been sc auaiari jn 
death for the assassination here 



of Robert Kenned y 

o#i JuneS, IMS. ^ 

Sharp told the grand Jury he 
bad no knowledge of the court 
order issued by Superior Court 
Judge Herbert Walker until 
after a probe was launched into 
the. mishandling of the Sirhan 
exhibits. 

-The only explanation W map 
gave was that he was “out of 



moved toaevera! different loca- 
tions for reproduction purposes. 
Sharp and Talmachoff blamed a 
"loo heavy" work load and ig- 
norance of untrained new «n- 
p tovea K tf* •toms going as- 
tray. 
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THE PUBLIC SPEAKS OUT 

I * Younger Comments , 
on SirHan Trial Theories 



In recent month*, questions have 
-been raised concerning; all aspects of 
the Sirhan case by a variety of peo- 
ple for a variety of motives. 

When, as district attorney of Los 
’ Angeles County, I prosecuted Sir- 
han, we knew, and I to stated on 
numerous occasions that some day 
someone would raise questions con- 
cerning the manner of death and the 
' parties responsible. 

It was inevitable that the con- 
spiracy theory would be suggested 
. — that makes a better story. 

• Even though I knew that some 
persons, whose motives might or 
'might not be apparent, would never 
-allow the case to be put to rest, we 
took all reasonable means to insure 
that the true story was developed 

’ and perpetuated. '.. 
f- However, in recent months that 
.which we predicted has occurred, 
•and I am still frequently asked 
.whether there were inconsistencies 
in the testimony at the Sirhan triaL 

My answer: Yes, definitely there 
Vert. When 65 witnesses testify con- 
cerning any incident, I am not dis- 
turbed concerning minor inconsis- 
tencies in the testimony. I would be 
concerned if all 65 witnesses testi- 
fied in precisely the same manner. 

Honest individual# testifying to an 
'event which they observed could net 
possibly tee, hear and recall the 
i events in the exact tame way. Incon- 

• tistencles of a minor nature lend 
.-credence to the testimony of witnes- 
ses. In the Sirhan cas^such inconiis- 
‘to ncies ^8 e xisted in the jcsUmonv 
of the witnesses were considered 

-.and evaluated by iheptry^ ^ 



- It should be remem be req t hat the 
investigation^ following the iusaui- 
nation of Robert F. Kr medy on Jane 
5, 1968 by the Lot J ngeles Police 
Department and other cooperating 
departments, including the Lae An- 
geles County District Attorney*# Of- 
fice, the FBI and other agencies, 
was one of the most complete, if not 
the moat complete, criminal investi- 
gations ever conducted by a law en- 
forcement agency in the United 
States, • 

It was determined that all possible 
information would be obtained and 
be made available to the public at a 
time when the constitutional right* 
or the defendant could not be jeopar- 
dized by the attendant publicity. 

More, than 4.000 witnesses were 
interviewed. Sixty-five witnesses , 
.were called by the district attorney • 
of Loe Angeles County -to .-testify 
'.during the course of the trial. At the 
conclusion of the case, reports cover- 
ing interviews with those witnesses 
who had not been called to testify by 
either party, comprising 199 In all, 

' were filed with the Superior Court 
as exhibits and became a matter' of 
public record. 

; * At the request of defense counsel, 
’duplicates of more than .150 files 
•containing interviews of potential 
witnesses were delivered on pretrial 
discovery motions. Included among 
these files were recorded interviews 
"of more than 70 persons who wane 
reported to have observed the defen- 
dant at some time during the eve- 
ning of June 4 and the early inom- 
of June 5 at the Ambassador Ho- 



ingof June; 
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Transcripi-er 
Sirhan Case 
Quiz Released 



By RON* EIN'STOSS 

Wm** |l»fr Wimr 

A Pasadena criminalist 
■who supported charges of 
Irregularities in the ballis- 
tics investigation into the 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
assassination may have 
been given improper ac- 
cess to evidence in the 
case, it was learned Wed- 
nesday. 

The disclosure came 
with Superior Judge Wil- 
liam B. Keene's release of 
the 690-page transcript of 
the county grand jury'i in- 



0 
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by La wyer 

Harper said hewas il- 
towed to tximint the 
evidence after obtaining a 
letter from attorney 
George E. ShibJey, an as- 
sociate of Luke McKis- 
sack, who Is one of the 
lawyers representing Sir- 
han in his appeal. 

It was Harper's Investi- 
gation which is said to 
have led to the filing of 
charges with the City Civil 
Service Commission 
against police criminalist 
Be Wayne A. Woller. 

The charges, prepared 
by attorney Barbara War- 
ner Blehr, alleged tb at 
Wolfer made errors and 
violated procedures in his 
ballistics investigation not 
only in the Sirhan case but 
also In two others, includ- 
ing that of former prosecu- 
tor Jack Kirschke, who 
was convicted of killing 



quiry into the handling of / his wife and her lover. 



evidence in the case by th* 
county clerk’s office. 

Jurors criticized County 
Clerk William G. Sharp 
and members of his staff 
three weeks ago at the 
conclusion of the hearing. 
They claimed there now it 
some question as to the In- 
tegrity of evidence Intro- 
duced during the trial of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan. convict- 
ed slayer of Sen. Kennedy. 

There is no indication in 
the three- volume trans- 
cript that criminalist Wil- 
liam W. Harper tampered 
with any of the evidence. 



But retired Superior 

t . j ii-.i i vr.iL.. 



| Although he had no con* 
rveclion with the Sirhan 
case. Harper was a de- 
fense witness at the 
Kirschke trial. 

Harper testified he was 
referred to Shibley by 
Theodore R Charach, a 
major proponent of the 
theory’ that Kennedy was 
killed by a second gun- 
man. not Sirhan. 

The testimony of severe! 
witnesses appeared to sup- 
port the grand jury** 
charge of laxness in the 
clerk's office in the hand- 
ling of exhibits in the 



Judge Herbert V. Walker 
testified he did not believe 
Harper should have been 
permitted to handle ballis- 
tics evidence without^ a 
court order. 

Walker issued the order 
at the conclusion of Sir- 
ban’s trial which provided 
that only attorney* of rec- 
ord or their agents should 
hg fjy-~— — • to th e bal- 
listics evidence. — „ , 

) J 



Ka jser. wflo 
authored the book TEFlC 
Must Pie" and served as a 
defense Investigator dur- 
ing Sirhan’s trial, testified i 
that another proponent of 1 
the conspiracy theory,! 
John Christian, boasted 
some time in 1969 that ha 
had 'slipped* some copies 
of pages of Sirhan’* note- 
ftbook out of the clerk's of- 
fice. 

Capici #f Evident* 

Kai.ver also testified that 
,he believed he could have' 
walked out of the clerk's 
office with anything he 
wanted. 

Christian, who, accord- 
ing to Kaiser, denied tak- 
ing the evidence after he 
learned of the district at- 
torney's Investigation into 
the matter, reportedly de- 
clined to appear before the 
grand jury. 

Sharp, who has denied 
as 'unfounded" all claims 
that his office was neg- 
ligent In its handling of 
Sirhan evidence, said 
Wednesday that he has 
appointed several mem- 
|hers of his staff to closely 
examine the transcript 
land report their findings 
to him. 

Meanwhile, the Board of 
Supervisors is conducting 
Us- -™ », investigation la 
the ease. 



Harper informed the 
grand jury that once while 
he was examining the bal- 
listic* evidence, be was in 
fthe company of attorney 
Godfrey Isaac. Isaac ropor- 
tedly represents both 
Charach In his attempts to 
bring the conspiracy 
tbea rw . b e fore *Tf P" h1ii * 
and Sirh an in his appeal. 
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Misconduct 
In Sirhan 

i 

Case Dented 

i 

Investigation continues today 
by an “in-house” task force into 
the handling of evidence ear- 
rounding the assassination con- 
viction of Sirhan B. Sirhan de- 
spite denials by County Clerk 
William G. Sharp that . any 
misconduct or mishandling” 
has occurred/ 

At the tame time that a ■ev- 
en-member task force appointed 
by Chief Administrative Officer 
Arthur G. Will began its probe 
yesterday. Sharp held a press 
conference to refute criticism 
leveled at him and his staff by' 
the grand Jury. 

County Supervisors ordered 
Will to set up the task force fol- 
lowing receipt ol a tetter Tues- 1 
day from the grand Jury accus- 
ing Sharp of “probable misfeas- 
ance and nonfeasance” is 
planting t he wtrtotyy used. In 
Sirtan’s trial. 



Sharp hotly denie(LihaL4By 
e v W witT whs “missing or tost” 
and he has no knowledge of 
misconduct, dishonesty or will 
ffui mishandling" of the exhibits 
by his staff. 

Sharp said he “welcomed 
the investigation to be nude by 
Will's third in command, Harry! 
L. Hufford, and Hie task force 
beaded by Analyst Boy Ito. 

Sharp added, however, that 1 
until the grand Jury transcript 
is made available to him, he 
could not ‘intelligently" re- 
ld to many of the points 
raised by the panel 

But, be flatly stated that wee 
of the original Sirhan evidence 
is missing and that security pre- 
cautions were adequate. 

I could change my mind 
after reading the grand Juryj 
transcript," Sharp said, “and 
we will take very quick discipli- 
nary action if that is the case." 

The task force investigation 
sh ould take about three w w ks . 
a spokesman for Wili (aid. 
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Sirhan 
Case Probe 
Extended 



K*w evidence uncovered In 
the Los Angles County Grand 
Jury investigation into handling 
of exhibits used during ghe Sir. 
ban B. Sirhan trial today has 
led eo in additional day of fe- 
qu*y. t 

Dq>. test Atty. Richard 
Heoht, in charge of the investi- 
gation, cakl he requested emo- 
tion of the bearing, but be re- 
fused to elaborate on the evi- 
dence. f 

“R'l a very delicate matter,” 
Hecht cod. 

He expected the investigation 
to wind op by noon Monday. 

The grand jury has inter- 
viewed U witnesses tmce last 
Monday, frilovring reports of 
tampering with exhibits from 
■t he trial of Sirhan f or the assp s- 
smatace of Sen Robert F. Ken- 
W- ' _ 



(ItawM Clipping In Ipoco M«w) 



(Indtcttt* ot 

n*wip<iptr, clly and 



_A«3 Hereld-^xarainer 
Lot Angelot f CtUf, 



DBt,; 8/20/71 

Edition :£ Star 

A* that i 

Editor: 

Tltlo: 



Character; 

or 

Clan«JUe«tton: 

Sutaittinp of»»: L os Angeles 

I "l B*I>1 tnvonUgatod 








FD-JSO tRe». 7-J*-*SJ 




(Maitnt Qi^in| ia ipatt labw) 




Denies Any 

Inefficiency in 
Sirhan Case 



Bl' BON’ EIKSTOSS 

n»» staff wmar 

County Clerk William G. Sharp 
Wednesday denied as ’totally un- 
founded' minting criticism of his of- 
fice by the Los Angeles County 
Grand Jury for its handling of 
evidence in the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. 

The 58-year-old department head 
said he has seen no indication that 
anyone in his office has done any. 
thing improper. 

He welcomes an investigation by a 
special task force appointed by 
Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Warren M. Bom, he added. 

He is confident. Sharp said, that 
the inquiry under the direction of 
AssL County Administrative Officer 
Harry L. Hufford will confirm the 
efficiency of the management of the 
clerk’s office. 

And, Sharp said, he does nol plan 
any changes in the operation of his 
office as a result of the grand jury's 
criticism. 

F* Missing Evidence 

Sharp also told a press conference 
that ’no tegular records or exhibits' 
used in the trials of Sirhan B. Sirhan 
and Jack Kirschke are missing. 

Sirhan was convicted and con- 
demned to death for the slaying of 
Kennedy. Kirachke, a former county 
prosecutor. Is serving a life term for 
killing his wife and hjr paramour. 

According to the county clerk, the 
only missing or incomplete doc- 
uments are the applications to view 
the exhibits in the cases and, he ex- 
plained, there are no statutory re- 
quirements that he keep these. 

Commenting on the grand jury's 
charge that numerous pages from 
two pholoelatlc copies of Sirhan’s 
three so-called 'RFK Must Die* 
notebooks are unaccounted for and 
tbee wnv of another of the note- 
books is missing in i(s n entirety . 
Sharp »ild_ the original notebooks 



o^^^indinJheWs 
if the California “Supreme 
•curt (which is reviewing 
Sirhan’s appeal). 

He conceded that certain 
pbotostatic copies made to 
preserve the integrity of 
the three notebook* them- 
a elves are incomplete. 
However, be *rid 

can be reconstructed from 

the original exhibits il n** 
eessary. 

As to the grand jury* 
charge of misfeasance a 
lawful action done in an il- 
legal or improper maimer 

Sharp said that if, after 

reading the transcript con- 
taining the testswmy ot 35 
witnesses who testified 
during the fi^ay hear- 
ing, he finds evidence of 
misconduct by |myone tn 

I his olfice, he will take the 
• appropriate action. - 

The transcript, accord* 

\ Ing to Sharp, wM not he 

’ available until nextweek. 

• Jt is being released by •P*' 

| dal order of Superior 

judge Richard F.C.Hayd- 
l en at the request of the 
' grand jury and 
Atty. Richard Vi. Hecht, 

— V ft indu cted tha to * 

quiry. *— — J 

i f ^ba^addhisBffSfieJtf* 

1 fully cooperated with the 
1 district attorney In the 
matter. 

| He conducted hi* 

Investigation of the ewe, 

: he added, including an au- 
‘ dit of all exhibit* to the 

• possession of the clerk's 

• office here. 

• In reply to criticism that 
r hi* office did not specially 

pack its ballistic* evidence 
in the Sirhan caae as sug- 
gested by the court. Sharp 
said, 'There ia nothing in 
Judge (Herbert V.) Walk; 
er's order which required 
to hr .ipr’^T 
package^^^*,^- — ~ 
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County Clerk 
Assailed in 

i • 

Sirhan Case. 

fcwJ ryj es Coun ty grand jur-| *m . ftM u -p-g Wn ****** 
m have criUciredTBTTmAty' minor detail* of rttom^tL 
CJert'* office for sluing unau- lovgrtootog ^ 
tboraed persons to tamper with fries . . . g*a —» T - T Bg , n , 
evidence concerning the trial of tnncal Imp ortance ... is culpa- 
convicted assassin Sirhan B. Sir- Me," Epstein mlrf 1 ■ 1 1 ■ * 
hen. ! ‘'The official records of (his) 

The criticism came in the office concerning evidence in 
form of a letter delivered yes- the trial of Sirhan oad Jack 
today to toe County Board of Kirschie (former Deputy Dist. 



Supervisors 



Atty., convicted of the murder! 



Grand Jury Foreman Leo Ep- . . 
stein blasted County Bert Wik to- 

liam Sharp and Chief of toe * te > aale - « n,usin S «*■ ta 
Criminal Division Peter Talma* *ome instances, simply miss- 
choff for "misfeasance" of tog," he continued, 
duties which resulted in the loss ' 'Because of the “sta rtling to- 



ol certain evidence. 



adequacy" of the official record 



The missing evidence Included ; in ^ county eta*-, office, Ep- 
pages from two photostatic cop* ■ 4i - - ... fK . _ miMi 

to of one of Sirhan’s notebooks ““ ^ &*** fry W “ 
and bullets fired from Sir ban's on *W* accurately to recon- 
pm struct the events which rack re- 

After the letter was delivered, cords should precisely reflect'* 
Epstein an d Deputy Dist. Ally, the lack of sufficient informs- 
Richard Hecbl appeared before] U(m< ^ foremta cootiewsd. 
Court Jud gg Richar d "precludes at this time any 
aydeo to ask that tire trap- criminal action relating to the 
scripts el a five-day hearing possible theft, of those docu- 
Into the evidence tampering be ments." £ £■ 



made public. 



He blamed the County Ctot’sl 



Judge Biydeo granted toe office for ignoring a court order 
motion. * issued by Superior Court Judge 



Epstein said the County Arthur Alarcon and liter cmitto- 
Clert's office had largely ig- tbed by Judge Herbert V. Walk- 
nored a court order reArictlng to »Wch restricted the viewing 
viewing at evidwee from 0rt * liul exhibits to persons 
line Sirhan trial which ended Mo received toe courts per- 



ms Sirhan trial which ended 
with Cuban's conviction « 
charges of kSUng Sen. Robert 
r. Kennedy. • 



„ Judge Hsydtn «***-*«* 

&. Kennedy. • ahe transcripts be tttoasedl 

1 Using strong language, Ep- >*« they are rentoWed as a' 
stein bluntly accuse^ Sharp of FN! 1 * doc0 ?^ t 
■totisnunagenwFmd toDure A P^*«eal basis. ™»J5SB 
to communicate effectively with Pe wit in a delay « aevoraJ. 
Iris subordinates in toe duties of ^ayu 1 1 l k._ .■ LiiSi 
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Some SirheT 
Case Evidence 
Disappears 

Some evidence in the 
Robert F. Kennedy assas- 
sination case Is missing, it 
■was revealed Monday. 

Dep. Dist. Atty. Richard 
V. Hecht made the disclo- 
sure after the Los Angeles 
County Gjand Jury wound 
tip a five-day hearing into 
■ lie gations of possible 
tampering in the county 
clerk's office with 
evidence used at the Sir- 
ban B. Sirhan trial. 

Sirhan was convicted 
and condemned to death 
for the June 5, 1968, slay- 
ing of Sen. Kennedy. 

The missing evidence, 
according to Hecht, con- 
si fits of copies of exhibits 
introduced during the Sir- 
ban court proceedings. 

Special Report 

Hecht, who heads the 
district attorney's orga- 
nized crime-pornography 
division, refused to elabor- 
ate, but indicated that the 
grand jury may soon issue 
a special report on its find- 
ings in the matter. 

Jury foreman Leo D. 
Epstein refused to com- 
ment on Hecbt’s state- 
ment, but noted that jur- 
ors will return this morn* 
j ing to continue their de- 
liberations. 

When the hearing began 
last week, Hecht said that 
if there was any testimony 
or direct evidence of J§m- 
I pering, it would affect the 
’ 'integrity' of all Sirhan 
evidence in the custody 
! and control of the county 
• clerk's office. 

( The prosecutor said his 
office did not ask the 
grand Jury for any crimin- 
al prosecution in the case 

S and indicated that he doea 
*et_eiOCft toy to forth- 
coming. _ * j . J. 



(Mount Clrpplnf In Spec* Btltw) 

fi v e~ WilKfggto 
were aummoned to testify 
at the 'hearing, including 
County Clerk W ill lam 
Sharp, Peter J. Talma- 
choff. chief of the clerk'a 
criminal record* division, 
end William W. Harper, 
who contends there were 
iiTegularities in the orig- 
inal ballistics Invest iga- 
jilan-fe-dbe Sirhan 
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—A* t bug driver, Ws pay was 
•mall and his apartment looked 
like a stripped ghetto tenement. 
But now flat he has retired m 
*100,000 » year, he is building s 
$500,000 mansion. Since he quit 
work last year, said Jackie ©w* 
and married the former Bev* 
erly McKittrick, they have b«tt 
•living the good life of golf, boon* 
and romance.* ^Everyone ^nts 
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JJgJ* but this was not m^tfonrf 
to the grand jury** letter. 

wp»e» or tampered' 
£ndenc« are not expected to have 

\» ny o f t * ct on SJ rfcjn'* qq = I 
■peal, the district attorney's 
office said. 

None of the original 
notebooks or pages from 
them is missing. 

Although the grand jury 
expects to take no crimin- 
al action in the case, the in- 
vestigation into the miss- 
ing notebook and pages 
from the two others is con- 
tinuing, according to 
Hecht. 

At the same time, the 
furore revealed that offi- 
cial records in the Jack 
Kirschke murder case also 
are ‘incomplete, inade- 
quate, confusing and, in 
some instances, simply 
missing* 

Kirschke Is the former 
rounty prosecutor convict- 
ed of murdering his wife 
and her paramour. 

It also has been learned, 
but not reported by the 
grand jury, that possible 
key evidence in several 
other criminal cases may 
also be missing. 

Specific details on what 
records or other evidence 
are missing in the 
Kirschke and other cases 
were not available. 

Sam* Rescrvatfous 

In addition to the Sir ban 
case— and the allegations 
of Irregularities in the bal- 
listics investigation — the 
grand jury said that be- 
' cause exhibits tanhe care 
of the clerk's office were 
; 'handled, examined and 
photographed by unau- 
. tho riied persons and mis- 
handled by county clerk 
exhibit personnel’ It had 



letter, said be had cooper- 
ated fully with the grand 
jury end that he bad 
promised the panel he 
would take any disciplina- 
ry action deemed necessa- 

ry 

He said, however, that 
his own investigation of 



any way prejudging 
merits of the charges. 

■The instruction was for 
a vigorous investigation 
and a report back to the 
board at the earliest possi- 
ble time to make certain 
•the essential services are 
feeing provided to the 



****•» MtftowfiflMUll VI D C Mi § |fiVVJUCU VU CUC 

the matter determined (court, and the interests of 
Gwt none of the evident* -the people of the county of 
in the Sirhan case was Jjxe Angeles are being 
mishandled in his office. 



Tatmachoff said he be- 
lieved that any comment 
on the grand jury’s action 
should come front Sharp. 

He said, however, that 
his own investigation of 
the matter determined 
that none of the evidence 
in the Sirhan case was 
mishandled in his office. 

Talmachoff said he be- 
lieved that any comment 
on the grand jUTy's action 
should come from Sharp. 

Decline* Cemmtat 
later Tuesday, Sharp 
declined any further com- 
ment until he could make 

* a complete study of the 
? grand jury's report. 

{ Meanwhile, the Board of 
; Supervisors ordered an in- * 
j vestigation by a special 

• task force to be headed by 

{ Arthur G. Will, the conn- j 
ty’e chief administrative 
officer. 

Board Chairman Warren 
M. Dom announced the 
appointment of Will and 
ordered the investigation 
after a telephone confer- 
ence with a majority of 
board members. 

He said Will’s task force 
was directed to *investi- 
gste the organizational 
structure, safeguards, 
mans gement practices, 
competency and adequacy 
! of the upper and middle 
j management personnel of 
! tbe county clerk’s office; 

T giving particular attention 
■ tothe crim inal div^aoint 
iliw citrir* office). 



j safeguarded * 

/ After the grand jury’s 
letter was hand-delivered 
to the clerk of tbe Board of 
Supervisors, Epstrin «o<| 
[Tlanie ObUined from So- 
pen or Jydge Richard F. C. 
Hayden an order which in 
effect makes all the testi- 
mony heard by the grand 
jury in the case public. 

Hayden directed that a 
transcript be prepared and 
that copies be made avail- 
able to the Board of Super- 
visors. district attorney's 
and clerk's offices and the 
U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice. ■ • ‘ 

Epstein said the grand 
jury believes the testimo- 
ny taken in the case is of 
sufficient importance that 
to keep it sealed would not 
be in the public interest. 

Tbe court orders alle- 
gedly violated by the 
clerk’s office were issued 
on June 7, 1968— two days 
after Kennedy was shot at 
the Ambassador— and oh 
May 20, 1969, by Superior 
Judges Arthur L Alarcon 
and Herbert V. Walker, 
who has retired. 

Talmachoff is said to 
neve been present at eon-: 
ferenew during which the 
orders ere explained and 
“■‘•uised. 






> Som* af the emtexaedesa. 
according to the grand 
Jury, were not observed 
and others were ignored 
or dlregarded. Jurors said 
this included much of the 
key ballistics evidence 
now being questioned. 

Sharp Is reported to 
have testified before the 
grand jury that he was not 
aware of Walker’s order 
until June of this year. 

Commenting on this, 
jurors said Sharp failed to 
maintain effective commu-. 
ideation between himself 
and his subordinates , . , 
*in a unique case of histor- 
ical Importance.* * 

•Mr. Sharp's -concert} 
with minor details of re- 
form while overlooking 
major responsibilities is 
culpable * the jurors said. 

Warning* Unheeded j 

The grand jury also not- 
ed that Sharp failed to 
heed the warnings and 
recommendations of the 
1968 panel 

The present Jury said 
that crowded conditions 
within the clerk's office 
"cannot be an excuse for 
mismanagement* 

The 1968 panel suggest- 
ed that ‘accelerated atten- 
tion’ be given to the prob- 
Jems of inadequate fadU- 
' ties and said controls over 
the handling and transfers 
of exhibits need tighten- 






its letter to the super- 
visors, the grand jury 
asked that attention be 
; given to other divisions of 
the clerk's office because, 
of *the performance of op-: 
per management* in tha' 
criminal division's han- 
dling of the Sirii y matter .. 
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Siehan Evidence Said Missing 



^ n ta Atty. hicmw acan 
h4i fl*losed Hut some copies 
o^Oflirgfflfs ised >1 
Jurlqg the trial Of siriian Bis -i 

h * J ~ 3 Ci TtiB" are missing. ■ * 

Hecht made tile auumect, 
yesterday shortly after a Las 
Angeles County Grand Jury 
ended a five-day secret tearing 
into possible tampering of evid- 
ence connected with the trial of 
the man convicted of wardering 
the late Sen. Robert J. Kenne- 
dy. 

"Certain copies of exhibits 
used during the trial are unac- 
co unted fo r l>y t he. County 
Clerk's Office,” Hectrt said. Hel 
IrtfiBedtogo Into fur ther detail , f 
I The Grand Jury S 'BU At 
fbeen asked to indict anyone" tn 
connecton with the possible ev- 
idence tampering, he said. 

"The Jury could decide to re- 
port on their findings within a 
short time," Hecht said. "Or 
they could decide to wait until 
their year-end report before 
making recommendations to the 
* V 

Grand Jurors decided - to tourl 
She County Clerk s Office to or-| 

dirr to ary?'" 1 themsato fles . wti h 
the office layout, the Jnvestiga- • 
tor said. ' 

Earlier this month, Dist. Atty. * 
Joseph P. Busch Jr. asked for j 
the probe because o! what be , 
feared was evidence of tamper- j 
ing with the fatal bullets and 
the death weapon. 

The question of tampering 
arose after police ballistics ex- 
pert P fcWavrie J folfer was a c- 
feused of violating jfcwrtorb In 
investigating Kennedy’s jgath. 
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D*P Wft. Ally. Richard Red* 
feu disclosed that some copies 
!) jUfiQjsjentj used if f^fltncr 
during the trial of Sbtan Bis- ' 
h gra Sirtian ire — ~ 

TlecW fnade tbe statement: 
yesterday ahortly after a Los 
Angeles County Grand Jury 
ended a Eve-day secret tearing 
into possible tampering of evid- 
ence connected with the trial of 
tbe man convicted of murdering 
the late Sen. /Robert F. Kenne- 
dy- i 

‘Certain copies of exhibits 
used during the trial are unac- 
[ counted f or by the County 
cierx s Grfice,” Hec t) said, Be 
[fgnaed t» go lntOTlinterSSSg" 
The Grand Jury “has not 
been asked to indict anyone” in 
eonnecton with the possible ev- 
idence tampering, he said. 

“Tbe Jury could decide to re- 
port on their findings within *; 
short time," Hecht said. “Or 
they could decide to wait until 
their year-end report before 
making recommendations to the 
county." _ 

, Grand I jurors decided to lww| 
the County Clerk’s Office in or- 
^«rto"acauaint themse lves with 
* 



the office layout, the investiga 
| to- said. 

Earlier this month, Wst Atty 
J«eph P. Busch Jr. asked for 
the probe because of what he 
feared was evidence of tamper- 1 
jtjg with the fatal bullets and 
[the death weapon. 

The question of tampering 
arose after police ballistics **-' 
jpert DeWayne Wolfer wa« ac- 
' of violating poooodiamJ- 
Keimedy's death. 
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taun" Tampering Inquiry 
M«y Have Bearing on 
Kennedy Killing Theory 

l * * .. . 9 



*T DAVE SMITH 



‘ tber question witnesses. 

' On July 2, Butch again 
1 postponed the news eon- 
, ference— thto time Inde- 

Last Way. 28. attorney Barh.ua , 

tamp r criminalist Pressed for an fcxplana- 

y r r 0 j errors and ^ on » he taid his office was 
violations of pro&dure in the ballis- j ‘terribly concerned* over 

{evidence that since Sir- 



On June 24 . he post- I u„ir„ 

T°2?:, MyXyrr *- 

•ble investigators to fur- iranent head of the crime 

■at .. I*L V - . _ . .. 1,1 ,,r 



, ~ T ^ “ r * wi,«uiv IIJ LUf IMU1.V 

investigation of three major 



murder cases in which three men 
now await execution, including Sir- 
Bfchara Sirhan for the assassin- 
alion of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

Mrs, Blehr raised a question 
whether a second gunman might 
have flred at Mr. Kennedy in the 
Ambassador pantry on June 5, 196*. 
She asserted that Wolfer had violat- 
ed four standard precepts of proce- 
dure Jd Investigating Kennedy's 
death' and said be committed other 
errors as an expert witness for the 
prosecution in the capital convic- 
tions of Do vie A. Tefrv and former 
®*P- Divt. A tiv. Jack KTrsdhkc. 

Call* Charge* a "Vendetta* ! 
On June 1, Police Chief Edward M 
j Davis dismissed Mr*. Blehr’* char 



ban's trial the fata) bullets 
land murder weapon In the 
Kennedy case might have 
been tampered with. 

Before Investigation of 
Mrs. Blehr's ch a r g e ■ 
could be completed, he 
said, a subsidiary probe 
.would have to determine 
whether the crucial exhi- 
bits had been 'contaminat- 
ed’ — and to what degree— 

} before or after the analysis 
on which her accusations 
were based. 

I^st Wednesday Busch 
announced that the ques- 
tion of evidence tampering 
will be laid before the 



lab has not vet material 
|H«d, filed a *2 million .de- 
lft mat Jon suit July 23 
(•gainst Mrs. Blehr and 15 
John Does. 

County Clerk William G. 
Sharp, whose office was 
accused by Busch of ignor- 
flhg court orders In ailow- 
iP*.; 1 kast 13 ‘unauthor- 
persons to view and t 
handle Kennedy exhibitaJ 
denies any violation of 1 
procedure by his staff. 

Meanwhile, The Times 
has learned, aeverai per- 
sons in Sharp's office have 
been given lie detector 
tests In connection with 
their handling of exhibits 
Jr criminal cases other 
than the Kennedy slaying. 

; Pending the 
grand jun-'s investigation 
** leh r case jematns a 
i Land on, mare uian two 
rnonths after It wag u* 

SS3w* “sa 

But in a sense, the Blehr- 
wolfer controversy is 
merely the salad, while the 



ftadlcal* p* 9 *. ea*k* el 
n*w*pap*r, city and a tat*.) 

1^1 Los Angeles Times 
TSs Angeles , Calif. 



miD. uiciir a cn<rr l. v . . , * * ° 

ges as a 'vendetta* against Wolfer |* for L 1 the 

acting head of the LAPD crime la- Q ^ ty Grand Jur y today. «, IIUW c 

boratory, and said Wolfer *in my » There: fa evidence, a merely the salad, wh 

timalioii fa the top expert in the t£*“ man said > ex ‘ '"tree Involve** de- n . „ 
country." , hibfts were so carelessly y , deeper 

Dist. Attv. Joseph P. Bi/h Jr handled by the county questions— in themselves 
appointeJTasnew head ol |/ e cilice c5erk '» that they not touched on by Mrs. 

* * - - - 1 ■ * - Blehr, but 



appoinleffaTnew head ol l/e office c " rk ’* office that they touched on by Mrs. 
that had prosecuted Sirhan as the m *£ht 1* useless In future ®«hr, but voiced by at 
lone gunman to the Kennedy case, court action on Sirhan'* least two of the John tv— 
wggested that Inconsistencies ta,»utamatic appeal of the included with her W 
Wolfer * testimony might be verbal death sentence. .. “ ter mTIfol- 

and/or •clerical Imors { More to the immediate , , ■ 

On June 4, still of that frame of point, they aim would . ~V Blehr 1 cl * ton, eon- 
' ’ Mined to a fetter to the Cl- 



4 * r »* *«*»^ Tf pi*w* vi liisv Ji imr oi tiftfa _ 

mind, Busch nonetheless announced be useless' to determining Uined ■ kKer to the Cf- 

Phrc tlUVifio KfeawJ - 



two weeks. 

Qd June 18 Busch * l_ , 

June 2B news conference to re! 
hi* findings. . 



— tmiB * di «rs. ■ - vw mission. 

ave Blehr's specific allegations • *■«* based on the private 
f • i 0 r premise ballistic* Investigation of 
otit they Imply: namely, that yotoran erininaiiet wm 
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Blehr's claims — rather than leave 
the LAPD to probe one o{jts own— ana uw a a f o r 

gf a.*—, a *, ^ a Lgtot i any.*-..— 
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an overlooked second gun- 
* man may have been Ken- 
nedy'a real murderer, and 



%!L ^B^rof Pai7rr 
forensic expert for both 



J - ' -uaucm, «n U 

. that Sirhan may have been ^ prosec ution jnd_dZ 
Condemned for a killing he J^«rWbted towT tnSL 
admittedly atte mpt eyi hu t than 35 year*, 

perhaps did not actually 
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rpe 



work als o 
lunpoh a court 



' -jtT» trujT .be distri ct 
atTWf!ty‘'canfc Wae ®jy 
decision on Jhe Blehr 
thing until tfl| tampering 
question is *tUed, then 
why .ere they^tiU foUow- 



actfro that more directly 
Uctfcd the *eecond gun- 
nif theory -*he June 25 
complaint tor disclosure ol 

mtt F~ tng jtbu qih* track?; I 
m ?* thfaelbe «ole - ifclM 
haim freelance investiga- .bout tampering liand 
five journalist Theodore herrine ’ -JT 

S)^J?fAl3Ki5r 11 b Charadf'who thi^e 



. . ridals deliberately 
half suppressed certain 
evidence in the Kennedy 
staying and covered up in-j 
adequacies in the original, 
investigation. . , 



The Tidies also hie 
learned #at .even since 
•the quemon of possible 
lampering with the Ken- 
I nedy exhibits arose, 
Busch’s Office has con- 
tinued to question persons 



v f are 1FP began 4hfta»efr 
aonal crusade that led to 
the present investigative 
taflgls UTfr wliaf Q tnoft 
people has appeared to be 
an open-agd-shiit political 
murder ea^e. 

Charach, a native of 
Winnipeg whose low, res- 
onant voice kept him in 
jobs as • radio and film 
J who have nothing what-! commentator, ha* devoted 



I 






ever to do with those 
exhibits or the question of. 

Wolfer's performance of. 

Ins jA. - ) 

Some are perio ns 
whose names were 
brought into the Kennedy 
case lay Charach, and who 
for three years have told 
another version of the 
events of the night of June 
5, 19G8. 

Former IT Newsman , 

One is former KXXT. 
television hewsman Don - 1 
aid L. Srhplma n. who will 
itt&Sbd ■Kennedy’s assasj 
aination and told of seeing’ 
another person firing a; 
weapon in the pantry, but 
who — oddly — wa* briefly 
questioned only once in 
the months leading up tc 
Sirfcap 1 * trial and nevet , . , 

was wiled as a witness. : "*j 

first intensive Inter- * 



^BuLthc Atner 

>le aren't going tdf#l any- 
ung more than the otfv- 
Wertfon until a fow 
questiona are asked 
t asked by the right 
jple, people influential 
[enough - to demand an* 
veil* . ;<• 
On June 4, 1988, Charach 
was working on a free- 
lance 'documentary on 
Robert Kennedy’s meteor- 
ic rise to presidential con- 
tention on the heels of a 
smashing. California pri- 
mary victory, -j. - •. . 

JU Kennedy concluded 
his victory speech arid was 
ushered through a' rear 
pantry toward another 
crowded ballroom. Char- 
ach was swamped In the 
crush behind the podium. 
Thus he was outside the 
his entire time since Ken- » pantry when a few Utile 



nedy's death to the belief 
that an overtaxed second 
gunman actudljy fired the 
fatal bullet, using Sirhan> 
first two pistol shoii m 
cover for his «C{L fire. v? * 

; A nation made weary 
and skeptical 'of alternate 
theories, in the Wake of the 
'Garrison investigation of 
President John^F, Kenno- 
' dy’s 1963 assassination, - 
greeted Charach's labors 
with scant enthusiaspa. 

Except for exposure In 
the ' underground press, ' 
Charach generally warn-, 
dismissed as .yet .'another 
of the new' bread of j?Bn— 
aplratorial “demonolagtat.- 
sincere but teUgbtied. -~ L ? 
[ Charach adiffek he . 



view; with any investiga- 
tive agency was on July 23 
of -this year.* y. , 1 " 




and its frusti ___ 

’Look,' he *this it 



popping noises — someone 
■aid 'like a string of fire- 
crackers'— -took Kennedy 
out of the race. 

Charach clawed his way 
inside the pantry to find a 
panicked crowd some 
wounded; the reitt shocked 
[—-and a knot "of people 
with their attention 
focussed on the subdued 
Sirhan. 

A security guard slipped 
out the swinging doors to 
keep the ballroom crowd 
from bursting into the 
bloody pantry. - . 

Jn the chaotic Iwwt* 
lowjng the shooting, 
Schulman, now 28, was 
quoted as saying he saw a 
; security guard -lira "Ilia 
;>T“ 

er Jerry "Dvffiphy broad- 
cast mt T fouiff isn told 
% i ta -'Kenne dy!^ body - 
jguluis lutU back, the rj»-‘ 



•n JVe thoughCabout Tbr jieefji Sirhan) was shot la' 
£*■ jUie Wg.;:. Kennedy was 






more than tfrrde years. 

knowIaound^John^ ^^ree'^_ 

"ItwtwtSf U Schulman’iAcOount wa* 
*---rted worl dwide /by 
ss Interna tiarv- 
aiH, 'SchulmanT 




(who Wttnesws xnejmoc** 
UnfrlBrtrthe gunman was* 
■hot by Kennedy's body- 
jguarda? . . : »f \ i( 

Schulman repeated ids 
(version In N> Interview 
(with Jeff Q^nt, general - 
manager - tv Cbnunental ■ 
News, a division of the 
[Sherman Oaks-based Ooo- 
tinental Recording! X. T. 

About * week later,- 
Schulman told fata story to 
police, In. a brief interview 
that was never followed 
[HP,** . : A *■ ' . 

And' from that day until 

E t July 23, Schulman 
s.not heard from -pub- 
y again. • -yrCv * 
But Charach found him.- 
Charach talked to Brent, 
land traced down Schul- 
bnin. who evidently then 
(believed that the 'body- 
guard* was firing at Sir-' 
pan rather than Kennedy. 

tao talked with 

er, the Ambaa- 






itre.d' ivho wax 
leading Kennedy, his taft 
(hand In the . senator's 
right, through the narrow: 
pantry arid who . quickly 
[threw a head lock on Sir- 
piaTj. when the shooting 

P'S*®--’’ t'- 

Ueclcer Insists to' this 
day that Sirhan fired his 
first two shots from Ueck- 
er's own right aide and 
[rom lp front of Kennedy,: 
that he jot Sirhan la a 
tight headlock after the 
second shot and that Sir*, 
han .never got near enough 
to Kennedy to InfUet'Afre. 
near-point-blank, upward-; 
traveling, back-to-fapot, 
[head wound that UltaA 
Inti-; - '• 

Iq Sirhan** trial, thfc>uCy- 
s «hld On -summation^ 

t Uecker probably mi*-; 
uhted, stopping Sirhan 
[after .the fourth awt, * . 
Cecker aaya today ' 




10 



tfa r_«w»y to any case "on 
flbe iffSnto, * 1 • 

Then Charach went after 
“the 'bodyguard.* . 

; Kennedy, a fatalist about 
^possible danger, traveled 
with only one professional 
aecyity man — William 
H aFy, a close friend and 
Mme? J- BI agent. 
v .To protect Itself/ the 
Ambassador hired extra 
gu*£dfi_Ja IU own that 
election nieht. from me 
Ace Guard Service, There 
we ft «gtg h rfJn=T5flle 
moonlighting after their 
daytime .jobs— who pro- 
vided their own uniforms, 
insignia and sidearms. 

One was assigned to the 
pantry and was just inside 
the swinging doors when 
Uecker and the Kennedy 
party burst in. The guard 
fell in with them, just be- 
hind Uecker and Kennedy, 
alightly to the right, as the 
senator walked down the 
[pantry, alternately shak- 
ing the hands of the kitch- 
en help and letting himself 
he led by Uecker. draw ing 
.closer to where Sirhan 
Wood. 

In the days following 
Kennedy"* death, the 
guard was Interviewed by 
the police and the FBI. 

; He said that as the 
shooting began, he was 
gostled and knocked down, 
backward, against an ice 
{machine. He said he never 
paw the gunman’s fa^e— 
pStg an-afm with Ditto) at. 
/ached and spurting red 

f ' But his accounts con- 
jfjiCted slightly each time 
fen the point of whether hg 



went for his gun or actual- 
ly ever got it out of the 
piolster. Once he said he 
drew his gun and moved 
{toward the fallen aenator. 



; : -Onejrfficial noted re- 
cently! . e - - 

’The guy's stories didn’t 
jibe. He told conflicting 
accounts, and it seemed 
obvious he hadn't really 
seen anything. He really 
had nothing to tell us.* 

Because of the variances, 
in his story, the guard was 
dropped from any further 
(piestioning, his credibili- 
ty questioned by officials 
who felt he was trying to 
inject himself Into a sensa- 
tional case be really knew 
lit a* aUwS . . . 

There Is no record oiany 
effort made — ywr ■Aiff 
t h o ught entertained — to 
determine -whether those 
variances arose from his 
effort to conceal some- 
Jthing rather than fabri- 
‘cate it. His gun was never 
examined. The subject 
never arose. 

Whatever might be said 
of this in light of the pra- 
se n t controversy more 
than three years later, it 
should be remembered 
that Sirhan had, after si),' 
been captured on the 
scene, in the very set of 
firing. • 

And in the first days and 
weeks after his capture, 
there had been no sub- 
stantial evidence that he 
was anything but a loner, 
bent on motives solely his 
own. 

But In his book on the 
Investigation, ‘Special 
Unit Sens tor,’ former 
Chief of Detectives Robert 
A- Houghton, now with 
■the attorney general's of- 
■fice, wrote in early 1970: 

; *On July 16, 1969, 1 held 
la final Special Unit Sena- 
tor meeting asking 10 last 
questions ... to the abso- 
lu te possib ility of any pe r- 
son with rigbi^'tnf Btn- 
jtectians belng in the 



ilytenen or pantry th e 
night 57 Jbne 4-3. 1968 . 

Within a week, all of them 
bad been answered satis- 
factorily." *• 

Houghton concedes, to- 
day. but ays he does not 
believe, that his Informa- 
tion may have been incom- 
plete and that his investi- 
' gators may have missed 
[one— the security guard 
* dismissed and forgotten ad 
long before. "* • ' 

Charach found him on 
Oct. 7, 1969, living and 
working in the San Fer- 
nando Valley,. _ > ; 

More than a year after 
•the event, Charach said, 
the guard talked easily 
and affablv and *made no 
bones of his political be- 
liefs* 

Those, Charach said, 
ranged from support of 
Alabama Gov. George C. 
Wallace for President, to a 
h atred ^for the Kennedy 
la milyTor alleged^ giving 
everyt hing to black peo- 
pIe L to a belief that a race 
[war was irfimineflt 

The guard said he bad 
had a 22-caliber pistol just 
,}ike Sirhan’s that night, 
j Charach reported. It was a 
built-up, ’modified* gun 
with a larger barret and 
could fire nine shots. He 
once fooled a friend, ask- 
ing how many shots k 
might fire. Then later he 
■old the gun *to a friend* 
Charach said, 

„ Reenacts Rob 

And Charach said the 
guard reiterated the tale 
[he had told officers more 
than a year before, this 
time without the telltale 
“hesitations, about how he 
had actually drawn his 
gun that night, even act-, 
bag out his motions, 
j The-gugfd itldjtnaugh 
J that, coupled with what he 

Jtad heart from fiehutmap 



I end ' others, Charach wab 
ftmvfftr/a that *e~#Me 
story had not been toll 
about the night Kennedy. 
v died. 

He began to document 

I his findings into an alter; 
nate theory of the assas- 
sination, ultimately colla- 
borating with French' 
journalist Gerard Alcan is 
a documentary film re- 
creation called *Wbo Kill- 
ed Robert Kennedy?* 

But for nearly a year 
Charach’s theory was die- 
missed as a fabric of coin- 
cidence and stretched pos- 
sibilities. Ultimately, sev- 
eral officials refused to 
grant him any more inter- 
view* ■ .- *- ^ 

In July, 1970, Charach 
laid his theory before 
G pnt £qfcer, chief de* 
fen» codnseTin Sirhan's 
trial. Cooper heard him 
opt and referred him to 
ballistics expert Harper, 
whom he had known 
professionally for year* 
and who, Cooper had re- 
cently learned, had begun 
his own informal check of 
the ballistics findings hi 
the Kennedy case. £ 
Harper had begun his 
work after reading 
Houghton’s book and be- 
ing puzzled at an apparent 
inconsistency over a slug 
l y lar ge to have com e 
from Sirhan’s s&allUVttv* 

t«r._ _ " _ J 

I Jn the ^ rst ol ^hitwu . 
to become many vSots VO 
(the criminal exhibits eecv 
[tion of the county clerk's 
office, Harper found that 
the ’large* slug was mere- 
ly a flattened 32 bullet. 
But he found other things, 
c After many months of 
testing, weighing, .photo- 
micrographing and cosn- 
. pa ring the actual evidence 
b allets w ith test slug s 
tfugd 191# . b y Wollff.Tu 



well h *tu & yingCoroner 

■ni pma rT. Nogflcrui Bu*- 

*ive autopsy report on Mr. 
Kennedy, Harper devel- 
oped these essential criti- 
cisms, o! Wolfer's work, 
and hence the foundation 
atone of the official inves- 
tigation: 

—At least two of the 
bullets removed from the 
pantry — one from Kenne- 
dy's body, the other from 
wounded ABC newsman 
William Wiesel — dont 
match each.other and thus 
could not have been fired 
by the same gun. 

Bullets from the same 

’gun will have matching 
(individual characteristics, 
while bullets from two 
'guns of the same make 
' will match only in class 
characteristics. The ab- 
sence on the two bullets of 
any ‘phase marks' — 
usually the Investigator's 
Initials— to servo as guide- 
posts in lining up the 
points where bullets 
match indicated that Wol- 
fer matched the bullets 
down to class characteris- 
tics but not as far as indi- 
vidual characteristics. 

1 —There is a difference 
•of 14% in the rifling an- 



gles of the two bullets — 
again pointing to the con- 
clusion that they came 
from different guns. 

: Harper'* criticism con- 
tinued: , 

—While the bullet* don't 
match each other, neither 
fioes either one match any 
If the three bullets eon- 
!tained in an envelope la- 
beled ■Exhibit 55. It pur- 
ports to contain three test 
bullets fired from Birhan'i 
Vm after his arrest. But 
jthe serial number is given 
1 is HI 8602, while the serial 
number of Slfhan'a gun 
was H53725, /. 

— Wolftr taler explains 
that the second gun, 
HI 5602, w«* borrowed 
fro m the _f <>u 
criminal evidence section, 
from a groujLf. 1 , 



cd to be destroye d, as old 
evfteitrtr»eapona are. 
periodically, each year 
Wolfer said he borrowed it 
on June 10, 1968 , at a time 
urban Sirhan’s gun was be- 
fore the County Grand Ju- 
ry and not accessible to ■ 
him without a court order. 

But the evidence slip on 
Exhibit 55, containing the 
three bullets fired from It, 
slatea in Wolfer's hand- 
writing that HI 8602 was 
test-fired on June 6, the 
very day Kennedy died. 
Sirhan'* gun did not be- 
come a grand jury exhibit 

until June 7. 

—There actually are no 
test bullets in evidence 
fired from Sirhan's own 
gun, H 53723, but only lest 
slugs from the now -de- 
stroyed, borrowed gun, 
H18602-. 

Harper also claims: 

—At the Sirhan trial, it 
was concluded that union 
leader 

hind Kennedy, *as hit hi 
the forehead by a 
that went through the 
shoulder pad of Kennedy s 
coat That would have had 
to be a westbound shot 
from in front of the two 
men. But tab analysis o! 
Kennedy'a coat revea ed 
that the hole through the 
shoulder pad was a back* 
Jtp front eastbound shot, 
ws Wolfer himself teSli- 

Ifed. with the bullet lodg- 
ing to the celling and 
nmfer being recovered- 

Bclentifit Support 

.. — WeigWng of the re- 
maining bullet fraements 
■taken Ito® Kennedy and 
the five wounded accounts 
; .satisfactorily for ri^ht 
. ante bullets — as »»ny 
•is Sirhan'* gun could pe 
i— but ttiU leaves out a 

_ rv. 



• ■ The tinpiicatloTyi.gr 

^TUv^tgationareim. 

'Settling to Uw enforce- 






settling w «w v**"" 
f jnent officials who 
1*T believed they had an 

airtight pro»ecutlon 
’aimed, sealed and delsv 
S 5 to the Kennedy wse. 

I with none of the 
■ questions that attended 
«ie Garriaon probe of 
TjMident Kennedy' s 

^ But Harper' s work was 
gratifying to Charach. 

: whtSrjtftfcrtwo years was 
finding himself generally 
regarded as a crank. How 
, his theory had aome aclen* 

4 tific support. 

Harper wrote to Char- 
ach, . 

, 'Multiple-gun shootings 
1 are not a rarity to police 
work ... The capture of 
Sirhan with his gun at, the 
scene resulted to a total 
mesmerization of the in- 
vestigative efforts. 

( 'The fact that all recov- 
ered evidence bullets were 
the same caliber further 
contributed to the general 

eU »Th^* well established 
teachings of criminalistics 
»nd forensic pathology 
were cast aside and by- 
passed in favor of a more 
expedient solution and, 
unfortunately, an er- 
roneous over - simplific*- 

tk While Mrs. Blehr used 
Harper’s findings as the 
basis of her effort to block , 
WoUer's forthcoming V* 
poinlment, attorney God- 
frey Isaac used it, woo* 
with Charach’s thesis** 
the basis of a complaint 
for full disclosure of taW- 
mation on the Kennedy to- 

' *^coW«el with Luke Me - 



who has engaged ertbei *t- 
t pfiieyr t i fp rem 
plaint But Isaac. as Br* 
ban's attorney, aaya ha la 
convinced cl the iMkWy, 
of Charach'* andUarperia 

work and will use H to th* 

fullest to the appeal 
Mr*. Blehr 1 * attack on 
Wolfer also remain* to 
limbo, ahadowed by the 
forthcoming gr«d Jury 
probe of alleged tamper- 
tog with the Kennedy ex- 
hibits. 

Much hinges on the out- 
come of that probe and. 
■whether It ever can assess 
the true nature anddegree 
of tampering- Thereby 
hangs the larger floortion, 
whether the -validity « 
Charach's and 
claims can ever be tested 

I at aVL 

Charach, himaelf^Wu^ 
poenaed to appear before 
th* jury on Wednesday, 
says he is skeptical about 
the investigation and tt» 
likely result. 

•1 think.* he oM tom 

interview, ■*!«*> 
going to aay the exhibit* 
are » badly ®e**duP 
that any further investiga- 
tion it impossible. ®ay 
never bear the injth aboi^t 
KjI^roroireywTwFll 
never hear tbe end of to 



CO-CUWtOca — ■ 

Kiirfck in Sirhan* JU®- 

S-Sppe al 

■ehtence, and thu* ® 
^'" ^rough kr, , ^longer repre aent* Charach, 
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irhan Case" ■ 
'robe Opens ■ 

The Los Angeles County 
nnd Jury began taking 
atimony Monday on 
ridence from tbe district 
Homey’s office that exhi- 
lts in the Robert F, Ken- 
edy assassination have 
*en tampered with while 
1 custody of the County 
lerk. 

Appearing first as wit- 
nesses in a projected 
hree-day probe were Su- 
perior Judge Arthur Alar- 
ividence in the case 
gainst convicted gunman 
Urban Bishara Sirhan , and 
stired Superior Judge ' 
Herbert V, Walker, who 
presided over the trial and 
pgued an order sealing the 
IKhibita. 

* Testimony was also tak- 
en from Chief Dep. Dist. 
Atty. John Howard and 
Superior Judge David N. 
Pus, who was a deputy 
^district attorney during 
Abe Sirhan trial. 

The key witness Monday j 

was Peter Talmacboff of. 
jtbe county clerk's office/ 
who appeared carrying a 
large box containing the. 
^controversial exhibits. 
jTfclmachoff was tbe sole 
w^Mga^hfouphout Jhe 
steriioon session and was, 
^ordered to return today. .1 
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Sirhan Did Not Shoot Kennedy^ 
Convicted Man's Lawyer Says j 



Attorney Godfrey Isaac said Tues- 
day he did not agree that Sirhan Bi- 
ahara Sirhan fired the shot that 
hilled Sen. Robert F. Kennedy on 
June 5, 19G& 

Isaac, named Monday as new de- 
fense counsel for the condemned 
Palestinian, said he did not contest 
that Sirhan was armed and fired 
•hots in the Ambassador pantry that 
Bight. 

But, Isaac said, new evidence has 
*rteen that points to the existence of 
m eecond gunman, unrelated to Sir- 
' tun, who used Sir ban's gunshots as 
a cover for his own and actually 
-fired the fatal bullet, while Sirfun's 
straying gunfire wounded five other 
-persons. 

The Times quoted Isaac Monday 
- «g say ing he did "no* contest the fart 
that Srhari killed Kennedy.* Isaac 



said this was contrary to the view he 
has espoused for more than a year. 

Isaac is the attorney who filed * 
complaint for disclosure of informa- 
tion June 25, on behalf of investiga- 
tive journalist Theodore Charach, 
who has charged that evidence per- 
taining to the second gunman 
theory either has been withheld or 
insufficiently investigated. 

Charach's theory, supported by 
Pasadena criminalist William Har-j 
per, also has served as the basis of j 
an affidavit by* attorney Barbara 
Warner Btehr, who in May charged i 
Los Angeles Police Department cri-l 
minaHst DetVayne Wblfer with vio- f 
lations of procedure in his ballistic* j 
probe of the Kennedy slaying, j 

Those charges still are under In- j 
vestigation by the district attorney' s 
office. . . i 
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Sirhan "Trial Evidence 

f * * ' 4 

Tampering' Suspected 



ttst, Atty. Joseph p, Busch Jr.’t office Sit 
!day expressed “grave concern” over pcssr 
» “tampering” with evidence used to convict 
Ilian Bishara Sirhan at the June 5, 1968. 
Snter of Sen. Bobert F. Kennedy. 

Busch named no names in a statement out- 
ling his investigation "to determine whether 
ere has been any intentional or unintentional 
mpering with the key Exhibits . . v includ- 

■ the murder weapon and bullets taken from 

• body” of the New York senator. 

Bnt Busch said his office learned a court 
jfer “protecting the exhibits has been tg- 
jrad an} that the exhibits have not been p rep- 
ly protected by the County Ctert's Office.” 
■There was no comment immediately avail- 
jfc from County Clerk William G. Sharp. 

-A spokesman from Busch's office said the 
■nty ckrk had custody of the exhibits from 

• conclusion at the trial that sent Sirhan to 

■ Quentin's death row, where be awaits ex- 
action, until about four months ago when the 
defence was turned over to the clerk of the 
tta Supreme Court. 

"It is during this period,” the spokesman 
rid, “that we have grave concern that unau* 
Mined persons may have had access to the 
Mbits, particularly the weapon identified as 

• gun with which Kennedy was killed.” 
Busch's announcement explained for the 

at time why he indefinitely delayed a ached- 
id July ( statement concerning charges that 
«per procedures were “violated” in the bal- 
dies fovestigatioo of the Ambassador Hotel 

Buach referred to charges made May a by 



attorney Barbara Warner Blehr against Lot' 
Angeles Police Dept, criminalist DeWayne: 
Wolfer, a ballistics expert 1 

Burch announced a week later Us office, 
“would conduct an independent Investigation* 

of the charges to there would be no loss 1 

of confidence on the part of the public as to 
whether the facts presented In the courtroom 
were coned. . 

"Because the original exhibits were pro- 
tected by a court order which would prevent 
their being directly handled,” he said, 'bve 
felt at the outset of the investigation that we 
could proceed limply by determining the va- 
lidity of the . . . charges against Mr. Wolfer. 

“However, we have had to delay our find- 
ings after learning that this court order 
his been Ignored and that the exhibits have 
nt been properly protected . . . Indeed, there 
la evidence the exhibits have been directly 
handled by numerous persons.” 

Busch promised to “make a fuD report to 
the public” and to “take appropriate action” 
at the rod of the investigation. 

“We are sfiH confident . . . that the origi- 
nal investigation was thorough and that the 
subsequent trial outcome wu valid,” the dis- 
trict attorney said. 

"Our concern now i$ whether there has 
been any violation of the integrity of the ex- 
hibits. We an terribly concerned about the 
possibility they have been tampered with.” ! 

Kennedy was cut down by an assassin's: 
bullets in a hotel corridor moments after be 
jubilantly acknowledged his victory la the 
IMS California Democratic Presidential pref- 
erence primary. _ — . i 
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SIRHAN EVIDENCE 
MISHANDLED: D.A. 

Exhibits from the trill of cob- the IMS California Democratic 
ritM assassin Sirtum Bi&hm presidential preference primary 
tertian “have not teen property electioiL 
Meted . . . <»d> have been »«** to W«al post- 
£L** W k >M n,ri tL n^r ju.t Wal lnvestigaUon stemmed 

itoeetly handled by Bamertws charges against 

penon*,*’ Dttt. Atty. Joseph P. ^ Angeles Police Dept crimi- 
Bosch Jr. said today, t - nalist DeWayne Wolfer, includ- 
Basdi said his findings have tog the allegation be was guilty 
^detracted his initial Investlga- * ^^ting proper procedures 
that into d.aiges that ballistics * ** ***** tort ^ aUon 

Mdeooa that helped «wW ' -iecauae the origlna] eahftits 
fithan of the June i, B W, as- were protected by a court order 
aaasi/irtiofi ^ Sen. Hubert T. which would prevent their being 
Kennedy resulted from tmpro- ^wctiy handled," Busch said, 
P* I*w»dures. “we felt at the outset of the In- 

“We enrrently are in the vestigatkin that we could pro- 
Bddst of an investigation to de- ceed simply by determining the 
famine whether then baa been validity of (the) charges against 
any Intentional or unintentional Mr. Wolfer. 
tampering with the hey exhibits «B 0W evei, we have bad to de- 
imtfved In the trial'— Jochiding our ending* after learning 

the murder weapon and the bul- ^at this court order protecting 
jfcta taken from the body of Sen. ^ exhibits faaj been ignored 
.lesmedy.** . . . the exhibits have not been 

®rhan curreotiy is a prisoner properly protected by the Coon- 
da San Quentin’* death row tor ^ cfat’a O ffice. j 

tte ******* Hotel murder them is ttinoehe' 

thta occndred moments after ~ 

jKttfidy aad’daimed victory it exhibits ha ve been directly (tan 
r died by numerous per sons.” 

Although' B u * cb ‘expressed 
( “terrtblr concent about the pos- 

sibility that they (exhibits) have 
teen tampered with,*’ he said, 
“we still are confident at this 
( point that the original Investlga' 

tkm w«» thorough and that Ifee 
i aubsequent trail outcome was 

valid. Our concen t now la 
, trfwther there has been any vio- 
. lotion of the integrity of trie ex 
i btota." 

| The distitct afawney \ 
land "appropriate action 
^ i fall repent to the 
* at the cooehufcn of (he 
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m3ing Due in 

iirhan Probe 

} 

fDist Atty. Joseph P., 
Jusch Jr. announced Frl-- 
*-y that findings of his of-j 
* in an investigation of 
leged ballistics test irreg- 
lari ties In the St/han 
Ishara Sirhan case would. 
t made public June 28 . , 
The probe was prompted 
jr a letter from attorney 
Mibara Warner Blehr to 
lie City Civil Service 
!om mission in an effort to 
ilock the scheduled per- 
unent appointment, of 
iWayne Wolfer as head 
the Police Department! 
Ime Laboratory. 

Busch said statements 
3 been taken from 11 
rsons, including Mr*, 
ehr. He also said he 
>uld announce whether^ 
new ballistics test would 
t conducted with^ Sir- 
in's weapon. . 
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feeurify of Sirhaib .! 
Evidence Defended ■ 

l County Clerk Says He Has 

■ Discovered No Tampering 

* 

[ *Y DAVE SMITH - 

TMtiwivnin 

*■ 

i No evidence of tampering has been 
found nor have unauthorized per- ] 
ions been permitted to handle key ; 
fethibits from the Sir ha n Blshara . 
©Than murder trial. L/>s Angeles 
County Clerk William G. Sharp as- 
serted Tuesday. 

r Sharp made his conclusions after 
Reviewing strict security measures 
™e said were employed to protect tri- 
al materia! fn custody of his office. 
f*In a letter to the Board of Super- 
‘•visors, Sharp offered his •complete 
^cooperation" with the district attor- 
ney's office in a probe of possibilities 
/.that evidence in the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy— including 

■ the fatal bullets, murder weapon and 

the senator’s coat— may have been 
. tampered with since Sirhan’s con- 
eviction. , „ 

| Sharp conceded that the exhibits 
' luve been viewed, but said he has 
^no evidence that anyone but attor- 
; Beys connected with the case, or 
i their agents, have had the opportu- 
f city to handle the. key exhibits 
f themselves. . _ „ 

. «U'» absolutely true the exhibit* 

have been available,* Sharp said, 
•and everybody had a tight to see 
them— the press and everybody *1*e- 
f If* a question whether th ey had ac- 
' rc^TEoWtain hard' exhibits^— 
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-After the’ SrUnttJP 
softcludeJ, Superior Juage 
Herbert V. Walker or- 
fared certain key exhibit* 
■sealed* by a court order* 

But, Sharp arid, the court 
^der permitted 'counsel 
Of record* and attorneys 
for both the prosecution’, 
and defense, as well as 
agents for those attorneys, 
access to the crucial ex- 
hibits. 

: Sharp said a list of per- 
tons asking to examine 
the exhibits has been kept 
by his office. He estimated 
'that several dozen names 
'atrt In the records. 
Among them, he said, 

1 -were those of Luke McKis- 
' aack, Sirhan's d e f e n s e 1 
counsel In his automatic I 
anneal before the Supreme 1 
i Cwlrvand William Har- 
per, criminalist and bains* 
t ics expert who has con- 
tended that ballistics work 
.in the original investiga* 
iticm was done improperly. . 
•Sharp said Harper was 
granted access as an agent 
ofUcKissack. - * 

■ Strictest Security* 

, . Sharp told the supenrW 

■At the outset of the case 
, I instructed the criminal 
division of my office to 
provide the strictest secur- 
ity to Sirhan exhibits, and 

; I personaUy inspected the 

-security measures wnicn 
were Instituted. 

•prior to the trial, the 
exhibits were, held to a 
walk-in vault to which 
only exhibit clerks had ac- 
cess— and within a nl* 
within that vault to which 
only the chief, the assto- 
• tant chief and the anperri* 
tor of exhibits had access. 

■Daring the course ol 
the trial the exhibit! were . 
transferred to the courts 
room whew 
lven s pecial 
co 



conclu sion of Hit 111 9? 
the exmwts were trans- 
ferred back to the vault 



lerreu w 

and- placed under special , 

security,* . 

Breach Petaibla , 

Sharp admitted that 

special security could 
have been breached to the 
Sirhan evidence, but said 
he has no knowledge of it 
In normal cases, he aaio, 
the public is entitled to 
view evidence In any case J 
•where no court order lor- * 
bids it. But even then the 
evidence is restricted to an 
area kept under close sur- 
- veillance. , _ 

Dist Atty. Joseph F. 
Busch Jr. revealed over 
the weekend that his of- i 
fice was ■terribly con- . 
eemed* over evidence that 
‘[he fatal .bullets ind the 
• gun in the ^"flfdv case 
, m’lhniSve been delibera- 
te ly or I nadvert ently tain - , 
pereS with. . ^ 

This possibility could 
obscure an earlier investi- 
gation Into charges that 
ballistics work In the Sir- 
han trial violated scienti- 
•fle procedure. ■ * '* 

Those charges, based on 
Harper's private investi- 
ratiSn, were lodged by at- 
torney Barbara Warner 
Blebr in an effort to block 
the appointment of police 
criminalist DeWayne WoV- 
fer as head of the Los An- 
geles Police Department 
crime lab. . 

Harper and Mrs. Blehr 
luvfc questioned whether 
there might have been a 
second gunman firing ", 
Kennedy to addition to 
' Sirhan— • question which 
only ballistics tavestiga- 
tton conceivably eouldt 

aupporti 4 

Sharp told the supervi- 
sors that his office, h*a, 
more than 160,000 criming 
si exhibits on hand at any j 
lven time and takes to < 
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M's Office 
It on Sirhan 
uase Evidence 
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The weekend disclosure 
Sut evidence In the Ro- 
bert F. Kennedy slaving 
nay have been altered led 
Monday to developments 
which focused attention 
•n the Los Angeles County 
Clerk's Office. 

The developments were: 

—An order to County 
Clerk William Sharp to in- 
spect his office for possible 
security breaches, to re- 
evaluate Its control system 
and to inventory exhibits 
jnd transcripts from the 
-Sirhan Bishara Sirhan tri- 
al. 

— A statement fay 
Sharp that a personal in- 
vestigation has "failed to 
disclose any mishandling” 
if key exhibits, although 
^hera are ’still some 
iltones unturned- 1 

\ Peljr graph Tests 

f —The revelstion by sn 
iaide to Diet Atty, Joseph 
P. Busch Jr. that ’some 
employes of the clerk's of* 

- C ice sre being given Ue de* 
hector tests. i 

Busch said last week his 
sffice was ’terribly con- | 
‘ *rned” over evidence that 
r it* fatal bullets and mur* 
ler weapon in the aasas* 
dnation had been tam- 
>ered with. 

He also said he and bis 
ttaff are Investigating 
‘evidence that exhibits 
lave been directly han- 
Bed by numerous per* 
»ns,” a violation of a 
»urt order sealing them, 

The clerk’s office wss 
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In the Sirhan trial p ending 
in appeal. " 1 

The order to Sharp came 
from Supervisor Kenneth 
Hahn, who oversees the 
operation of the County 
Clerks Office. 

Hahn also directed the 
county's chief administra- 
tive officer, Arthur G. 

Will, to determine If the 
clerk's office needs addi- 
tlonal prec autionary 
equipment 

Busch's aide, in reveal- 
ing that some employes of 
Sharp were being asked to 
take polygraph examina- 
tions, declined to identify 
the employes or specify 
the number. 

In his disclosure last 
week, the district attorney 
did not say whether he 
considered the possible 
tampering intentional or 
unintentional. 

However, he stressed it 
complicates an earlier in- 
vestigation into claims 
that ballistics work In the 
Kennedy case was impro- 
per and that a second gun 
may have been fired in the 
rear pantry of the Ambas- 
sador where the late Pres- 
ident's brother was mor- 
tally wounded June 5, 

1968. 

Extensive tampering 
might make it impossible 
to either prove oc-diaptfive 
these contentions. 
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Records 

Sealed 

Cbunty Clerk W 1 1 H a m C. 
harp today seated all county 
Icords dealing with Sirtian B. 
kban't assassination trial and 
aid he win open documents and 
ihibits only by order erf tbej 
kief Justice of the Slate Su- 
ren* Court. I 

'Sharp acted in the w>ke of 
asekend criticism surrounding 
tessibte mishandling of exhibits 
■ed in the trial of Sirhan, who 
las convicted of the 1968 slay- 
ag of U.S. Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
vdy in Los Angeles. » j 
An investigation into the, 
jtarges is under way by Dist. 
Illy. Joseph P. Busch Jr. 

Sharp said be has found no 
widence of “improper han- 
ging” and stressed be is coop- 
rating with the district attor-j 
tty's oflce in the probe. He 
Med, however, several mem- 
bers of bis office staff have 
^een given lie detector tests. 

' The county clerk s office is re- 
jgmnsible for preserving the ‘In- 
tegrity** of all exhibits used in 
avd and criminal cases in the 
jpunty. 

I Stored in the Hal of Records 
ire some exhibits dating to the 
Jffls, said Sharp, which are 
' kept as long as there is any ac- 
_ Jvity possible in a case. 

• “The tightest aecunty is al- 
ways given to cases involving 
men on death row, sacb as Slr- 
»n," said Sharp. 

- In another development, So- 
jervisor Kenneth Hahn, chair- 
nan of the County Clerk Depart- 
•wot. ordered a fotl report from 
iharp on the controversy as 
sell as a reevaluatioo of exhibit 
controls. 

Hahn alto ordered County 
rhief Administrative Officer Ar- 
hur G. WiH to study the possi- 
bility of providing extra precau- 
tionary equipment to the depart- 
men t to fr eyo accurate records 
if transcripts and exMbft * - 
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Sirhan Innocence ClaimeH~ 
n 'Second Gun' Dispute 



findings in the probe of Che 
econd gun" controversy *ur- 
tading the assassination of 
t. Robert F. Kennedy win not 
: released unti July 6. 

PiU Atty. Joseph P. Busch 
id yesterday that the results 
the investigation, Winch were 
i be announced Monday, would 
i delayed so that a key Witness 
■Id be interviewed. 

Meanwhile, a suit (Bed in So- 
rter Court yesterday charges 
itt convicted assassin Sirhan 
bhara Sirhan is ‘Innocent" of 
bandy's murder. 

Accused in the suit, filed by! 
Korney Godfrey Isaac on be- 
lli of freelance writer Tbeo- 
•re Clurach and all other Cali- 
nia residents, are Mayor 
am Yorty, police Chief Ed 
rted 4; Davis and other law 
■forcement officials who. ac- 



cording to the soft, suppressed 
evidence which Kiowa Gtrban 
not to be the Miter of Kennedy 
in the Ambassador Hotel pantry 
Feb. 5,1168. 

Busch's investigation was be- 
gun after attorney Barbara 
Warner Blehr charged irregu- 
larities in the ballistic* results 
used in the Sirhan trial- 

She nasd aerial comber* In 
court files Indicated that one 
pistol was taken from Sirhan 
when Kennedy was kOed, but 
the bullets test-fired from anoth- 
er weapon were identified W 
court as matching Mugs taka 
from the slain senator ad wit- 
nesses who were wounded. 

Mrs. Blehr has been charged 
wftth Karting (be investigation 
to block the appointmen t of De - 
wayue Wotfer, who fiUTOB Hit 
the ballistics tests and testified. 



at Sirhan’* trial, to file poet of 
p er man en t head of the to* An- 
geles Police Department’* 
crime laboratory. 

ChufDsvfe has defended Wol- 
fer, however, saying the second 
gun was used only to determine 
whether the sound of the shots 
fired from (fie type of pistol 
used by Sirhan was loud enough 
to reach witness** whn Hid 
they heard riwotiqg- 
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Quiz Key Witness — 
[In RFK Gun Row 



DHL Atty. Joseph P. Busch 
® r has delayed results of m ta- 
xation Mo the “second 
” controversy in the assassi- 
ion o( Sen. Robert F, Kenne- 
•o a key witness cm be in- 
■viewed. 

The findings, which were to 
released next Monday, wiB 
ant be amounced until Jtfy (, 
Much Mid yesterday. 

Hie tovestigation was begun 
attorney Barbara Warner 
charged irregularities in 
ballistics results used in the 
of convicted assassin Sir- 
B- SjrtiaiL 

She aid aerial numbers in 
jBOtirt tiles Indicated tbit one 
•petal was taken from Sirtan 
rwben Kennedy was killed, but 
3be bullets test tired from an- 
ratfaaumacss 1 we identified in 
Ceoort as matching flags takes 



from the slain senator and wit- 
nesses who were wounded. 

The accusation began a con- 
troversy over whether someone 
other than strbsm was involved 
In the assassination at the Am- 
bassador Hotel 

I It has been charged that Mrs 
Blehr launched the investigation 
to block the appointment o£ De- 
wayue Wolfer, who carried out 
the ballistics tests and testified 
at Sirtum'a trial, to the post ol 
permanent bead ofthe Los An- 
geles Police Department's 1 
crime laboratory. 1 

Police Chief Edward Davis, 
has defended Wolfer, saying the 
second gun was used only to de- 
termine whether the sound of 
the shots fired from the type of 
pistol used by Sirfaan was loud 
enough to reach wit nesses wh o 
uid they heard shooting. 
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Clipping In Sptei B«l«w) 

. Sirh an Gun Test Results HeW-Up 

lUtults «T a iptritl Inquiry into 
ittftted halHatica tent Irregularities, 
it the Sirhan B. Sirhan trial will not 
he released until July 6 in order to 
enable investigators to take a state- 
ment from a key prinripal in the 
ease, Dist. Atty, Joseph P. Busch Jr. 
announced. Findings originally hart 
been scheduled for release Monday. 

The charges recently were con- 
tained In a letter written by attor- 
ney Barbara WamerHlehr in an ef- 
fort to block the appointment of cri- 
minalist DeWayne Whiter as perma- 
ment heart of the Los Angeles Police 
department crime laboratory’. Vo!* 
fer was a prosecution witness at Sir- 
hiWmJriat {nr the slaying of Sen. Ro- 
bert F. Kennedy. * * 
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Busch Plans Kennedy- 
Ballistics Test inquiry 



Dist. Atty. ' Joseph t. 
Punch Jr. said Friday h« 

' and his ehief aids would 
par son ally investigate 
charge# that t Los An- 
> gHes Police Department 
5 criminalist violated proper 
| procedures In the ball is- 
| tics Investigation pi Ro- 
>* bert F. Kennedy’s assas- 
f sf nation. 

I At the same time Busch 
p warned those persons 
L m a k i n g the charges 
f against DeWayna Wolfer, 

* police ballistics expert, to 
s he prepared to substanti- 
l ate them. 

* He said he would be 
t assisted by -Chief Dep. 

. Dist. Atty. John E, How-, 
c ard. Howard was a mem» 

i, be e - at — t h e prosecuti on , 
tvarn in the trial of Sirhsn | 



R. Sirhan, convicted slay* 
•r of Kennedy. 

Tha allegations original' 
ly were contained in a let- 
ter written by attorney 
Barbara Warner Blehr in 
an effort to block Wolfer's 
appointment as perma- 
nent head of the police 
crime laboratory. 

Busch explained that ha 
believer an investigation 
independent of tha polica 
is necessary because tha 
charges involve a memb er 
of tha department. • • 
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lawyer Says Ballistics Expert 
Erred in Sirhan Investigation' 



BY DAVE SMITH 



Wmfeulist DeWayne A. Wolfer 
wm accused Friday of making er- 
rors and violating procedure in the 
ballistic* investigations of the Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy assassination, 
the Jack Kirschke murder case and 
the Doyle A. Terry murder case. 

The charge was htade by attorney 
Barbara Warner Blehr in an effort 
to block Wolfer’i appointment as 
permanent head of the Loa Angeles 
Police Department crime laboratory. 

Mrs. Blehr’* charges raise the 
question of whether « second gun- 
man might have fired shots in 
the Ambassador pantry on June 5, 
1968, and then escaped unnoticed as 
Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was tackled 
by friends of the mortally wounded } 
senator. 

In a four-page letter to the Civil 
Service Commission, Mrs. Blehr ac- 
cused Wolfer of violating four sepa- 
rata precepts of investigative proce- 
dure In the Kennedy investigation 
and alleges that Wolfer never ac- 
tually Bred the gun wrested from 
Sir hank grip. She assert* that Wol- 



fer test-fired a different gun entire- 
ly, and that that gun, in fact, did 
match at least three bullets removed 
from victims of the affray, 

Wolfer, asked by The Times for 
his reaction, said. "1 honestly can’t 
understand this. HI swear on a stack 
of Bibles I’ve done nothing wrong 
and I’ll stand behind my work in a 
court of law,* i 

CTtief Dep. TMst. AUy, John How-f 
ard said his office would review the 
Sirhan trial transcript and the bal^ 

f|«« Turn to Back Page, Col. 1 
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JilRHAN CASE 



Continued from Flr»t P*[i 

listics investigation before 
making any comment. 

With her letter to the 
Civil Service Commission, 
Mrs. Blehr sent six photo- 
graphs end three affida- 
vits, signed by crimina- 
lists LeMoyne Snyder, 
Raymond H. Pinker and 
Walter Jack Cadman, sup- 
porting her contentions. 

Two of the photographs 
*re of exhibit 55 from the 
Sirhan trial. That is an en- 
velope containing three 
bullets purportedly fired 
from Sirhan's gun, but 
also bearing, in Wolfer's 
handwriting, the notation 
that Sirhan's gun bore the 
serial No, H18602. 

Trial records show that 
the gun taken from Sirhan 
bore the serial No. H 53725. 

Cub Destroyed 

r The test shots were 
made on June 6, 1968, and 
a third photograph is of a 
message from the Bureau 
of Criminal Identification 
and Investigation in Sac- 
ramento, noting that gun 
Xo, HI 8602— the one iden- 
tified in testimony as the 
; gun used in the ballistics. 
' tests — was destroyed by 
the LAPD sometime in 
| July, 1968, only a month 
after the murder of Ken- 
. nedy. 

'The only possible con- 
• cl u sion that must be 
reached is that two similar 
funs were being fired at 
.the scene of the crime,* 
Mrs. Blehr said. 'Such a 
conclusion then leads una- 
. voidably to the question: 
Which of the two guns 
» fired the single fatal bul- 
let!' 

The Investigation upon 
"itch Mrs. Blehr's char- 



S bs were founded was 
one by criminalist Wil- 
liam W. Harper of Pasade- 
na. 

Harper, 69, has testified 
In numerous trials in Los 
Angeles over the last three 
decadet, including the 
Kimhke trial, in' which 
his testimony contradicted 
that of Wolfer. Harper 
contended that Kirschke 
could not have murdered 
bis wife and her lover. 

Sentenced to Dio 
~ Sirhan and Doyle Terry 
are now under a sentence 
of death. Kirschke was, 
but the sentence later was 
changed to life in prison. 
Terry was convicted of the 
slaying of Long Beach po- 
lice officer Vernon J. Ow- 
ing* in 1960. 

Mrs. Blehr's letter accu- 
ses Wolfer in one case— 
not the Kennedy investi- 
gation — of "seurriJout 
tampering ... in a vain 
attempt to make the phy- 
sical evidence support the 
prosecution’s theory of the 
murder . . / charging 
that he 'made physical al- 
terations of certain in-, 
script ions on three rifle 
cartridge cases ... * 
Regarding the alleged . 
errors in the Kennedy in- 
vestigation, Mr*. Blehr 
■tales: ’I find It very hard 
to believe that a man of 
the professed expertise of 
Mr. Wolfer could violate 
four of the basic precepts 
of his profess km In a sln- 

f e case, by sheer accident. 

am more inclined to be- 
lieve that these violations 
were made is response to 
an ovemaloui desire to 
help the cause of the pro- 
se cut ion. The choice 
seems to be rank incompe- . 
tence on the one hand or 
morbid motivation e» 4hc 
Other* 
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RFK gun probe 



On June S. IMS Robert t. Kouedt we* shot to death by a 
trty the Mate aubtaquently ~prove<r' wax Sirhan Sirhan. But 
at week Loa Angeto attorney. Barbara Warner Blrhr raised 
rious question* wn t ynira the gun. which was mad to 
waMinate Kennedy. 

In a latter to Mrx Muriel Mona (Civil Service official l. the 
A Timex, Police Chief Ed Davis and V.S Attorney Robert 
lew. Btehr qusxtkmad the comprtencw of rwodrnt L.A-P.D 
lellwtkx expert" DeWayne A, Wolfer. Writer was recently 
Runted head of the L. A. P.D. "a crime tab, and he ii the same 
tan who gave a ballistics report at the Sirhan trial 
.The latter aaym that Wolfer' s textimorty in the Sirhan case 
lumber two) indicates that bullets removed 
■t Kenneth' and two outers seem Bred, not from the defen- 
mt s gun. hut hum another gun with the aerial number 
11*602 The pulkt at this stage, have [ram wed to bvtMuttc- 
■d have indicated that a "ttericsr" error may have haen made 
at the letter speaks wall for iwelf. 

Pol lowing are Biehr'a letter and related errrspMkim in 
be form of affidavits and statement from attorneys rtprwn- 
tag Sirhan. 
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Ire. Murriel VL Morse 
laneral Manager Personnel Dept. 

3hiJ Service Commission 
loom 400. City Half South 

m Angelos, California Hr; Appointment of Dt Wayne A. 
Wa iftr 

ku Mrs. lime: 

A isquttt ia hsrsbr made by the undersigned for a (waring 
■fore the Civil Service Commission as to the qualifications of 
he above named person to act aa bead of the Los Angeles 
Ww Dep artm ent Bcbntifte Investigation Division Cram 
liaboratory. 

It a my understanding that Mr. Walter m now acting head 
p a temporary tmia far said laboratory, and that ha appoint, 
•■it ia due w become final July let My belief that M Wolfer 
t completely unqualified for the position a supported by dw 

M towing considerations: 

. I) | There in aineres fundaments! prscspta upon which 
be sriancr of fu aert e s identification ia baaed All arromalista 
Hd firearms examiners must ahrdr by die precepts and 
Bactplinea of their profession. Six of these precepts, which Mr. 
Vdbr he* rid a tad are listed below*. 1 

Freer/* ft! The positive nfenttficatice of an rribwe MiRat 
U having been (bad from a particular gun and no other mu 
ta based on a comparison of the aridenet bullet with a tut 
tails* recovered from the same evidence gun and no other. 

Pnerpt (2) The most accurals a nd we l la h la determine ban of 
to epprosimate dbtnm be tw ee n uutik and victim f«- 
duefng contact) based an powder pattern das trite tion nous* he 
rwtV with the actual aridima gua and no other. It b aba ka- 
tortant to use the same make and fyps af aumuottsen. 
wafers bly from dm aaraa batch m lot number, (When the 
n rifcac g i a Is apt evstUbU, a similar gun coay _bc used t ut 
to validity of tba met b always more q r im tiju amei. 
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- BA Th* land ud pcw a dbtwneion* (grtrfdit 

ftfUnH specifications) my to ifcitic*] or nearly Identic*! bit 



i di/firent firvsrm* 
fr mi rf fdl Vary similar copper coating* ar» tuad to many 
dffmm nikn of lead revolver bullet* 

/V e t ty* (3> CLASS CH/UACTtXISnCt at thorp by th* 
rifling aigs aw inns on a find bullet play absolutely ao role Id 
, tha bkntification of such • bullet ax having bean fired from om 
particular gun out of th* entire world population of gum 
having the HIM cleaa ctomctaimicu. 

Pfvcrpt fit; A angle land of the rifling o t a firearm can 
(reduce only one land impression an a fired bullet. 

Them precept* art espremions of beak common aenae and 
am uniwrsely accessed They arc Ovimt in dm same aenae. 
for example, that the ua i ti ai "a single blade of a plow can 
cut Only on* furrow aa it move* over the ground" a a truism. 
The violation* of th* above precept* by Mr. Wolfar wilt be 
' pointed out briefly hi two of gfw throe caoea ab* traded 



at Ctm So I. 8 CNa Mimil In thfa cm* Mr. Wolfar. 
testified he bad made • positive identification of the defen- 
dant'* gun aa the murder weapon. In making tha identification 
Mr. Wolfcr produced in evidence enlargement* of ballistic com- 
panion photomicrographs to support hi* testimony. A vary 
thorough stuck of these photographs and the evidence bullets 
dkclamd. however, that M- Woifer had matched a angle land 
anprawion on the ten bullet with TWO different land im- 
p r aw aww 120 degrees apart on the fatal bullet. Thai amounts 
tn m ini O^ i a single blade of a plow cum TWO furrows in t he 
ground over which it moves — on obvious fenprasiDility. 'kin 



a char-cut violation of 
Precept (81 and completely involideler the identificipcV) CT Bm 
defendant' a gun aa the murder weapon. 

Mr. Woifer also violated Precept <5| by indicating certain 
Clam Characteristic* es pert of the proof <d “matching” bet- 
ween tost and fatal bullets. I 

Ha faatiimsiy combined with his very esoteric photographic 
msiupulationa label hb work hi (hi* instance nothing bat per- ■ 
>“?• ... | 



Esiubrt* substantiating tfaaae ata 



its are in my 



IS) Cm* No. *. <9C No. A2SMSI) U this cam Mr. Wdfor 
ricUmS hmpa fli. (St. <S1 and (4). No testified that the 
tofeufenft 91 a (Sark) No. HM7Sfi) and no other was f* " 
murdtr swpoe wtikh had find them bullets him dm 
hw£m (f thru* cf the victim* The physical avidtnea. however, 
^gg whkb hi* tatilmnnr was based established that the three 
ibm mentioned evidence butlew rwnovad from »Wm war* 
M net from the defendant's gun tat to toct from ■ mod 
mndtor gun wkh a Soritl No. HlMW- The only pma*4e om- 
tfrwfr" that most to marked is that two tonflar guns tm ( 
tobgr find at the seem cf dm eshaa. Such a m mchmhm then ; 
lm^ unavewtoUy to dm iguwtinsi: Which of dm two gun* find , 
tto statto total hullat? The presence of the second gun to firmly ' 
T Ubltohed to fchRft* A and B att a ch ed harm© which an , 
pticsographa ef Court RxhMt WThi* court ash tot to an on- 
teiapi containing the toat to Bats which Mr. Woifer *a*tmd 
with the them tdhto toDoW mantimmd previously. Tto to- 
mrtotion m toe mmkf tom tot dm m tl wed tat toiDeto 
wsr* find from gun Nn HlNOl ud art. from too dfaduft, 
gun Nn KUfU. This is a rirtatkw of Unto fU- i 
A Ww».gt. tha hm riptton m toto sirrslrur elm — 

H 18602 ws* physical oridanee to totoetm on ton* A IMS. tto 
■uwMiuurtrfy datr^wfl^ A* l** An^eW* Mic* 
towmt rtaj^ on* toooto lata to JbV. IMS. Itos l» shewn to 

^sSSKTlSJEl vSyKS,; 

* 'y^:tJsJL ;ubv 



I Jnd h var y ton to cnu«v* mat a man or am | 
ps> Ism if Ml. Woifer could violets four of the tm*L . 
hto fwafension hi * single coo* ty shorn accid en t I am men to- 
d mad to believe that them violstksw wen math to rwmcnmto 
an nvsmelou* desire to help the cause of the pratenitwa. Tto 
*hoic* seem* to to rank Inccmpeiancw an the am tmndm m 
hid motivation on the mher. 

< 4 > Oasr Ho A ISC No A234U7) While Mr. Wrtfar tod art 
vfalat* any «f the above chad Precept*. hie totnthgi f dm 
physical evidence amounted to scurrilous tampering. In a wain 
attempt to make the physical evidence support dm 
pwemvtion'* theory of (fat mm tor, to made physical 
alterations of certain inscriptions on dine rifle cartrito* me 
which were tom* of pr monition evident* Plante em Eahtota 
D, B and F. attached hen with These photograph* show ttot 
a tout of IS character* have been attend on dm throe camtoge 
cesm. Same rf these alteration* were made (hiring dm ceunw of 
the trial- Mr. Woifer admitted that to had made alterations on 
erj|_af^h^v*rtrithte cases tat denied toakiigt pony otto r 

The undersigned toe to 
ev kg l ar tu sd ppu il dm abova. la addition, j 
dine affidavits of erhoinatmts anpportiag dm 
prece p t * as eat forth in tto atom. 

Vary truly yuan. 

Barbara Ws 

BWftsI 



Edward Dwvto Chfaf of Polka Leo 
Los Angela* Timm ' 

Robert L Meyer. United 8 »ti 



My 



DECLARATION 

fa Raymond H. Pirtsr and I maids at 48*5 Baa 
Avenue, Lea Angela* California. During the period of 
(fan* from 1939 and 1865 I era* employed by the Los Aagriea 
Police Department Crwn* L ab o ra tory aa a Ctimtoaifat and 
Chief Pmeneic Chemist After mg re tir ement from dm Las 
Angeles Police De p o rtm e n t. I was Associate P i n f asset to dm 
Department of Polka Scfann and Adtatinfabration at Lm 
Angeles Stata Col iaim I waealao toad of tha Maata of Sefand* 
program fat criminoJfatiee at Los Aogsias Stale College until 
IW. I am now retired. 

Any expert teetfanony which I ought give to a 1 
firearms Identification would to toned at toast in (mrt, < 
fallowing oh P recept* which f consider fnrioUbia. 

tnerp! ft) The positive I tot gn the of an 1 
« having (men fired from a particular gum aad no 1 
ha towed on a tmpirimi of dm evidence bullet with a Sag 
hultot r m ow tr ed from dm same evhhnce pit and ao ottor. 

My Opinkm: Wo hfantificadon can to nude V tto toat bn Hat 
to ramvmad from aeme gun ottor then the av hfatic e gun, data 
though the to* gun may to of the asam maka and model and 
jfan a xertot mimter very done to tto aerial aa actor of tha 
aridsno* gua Bach « pmcedbi* fa a vtofation of Ptecapt flk- 
f toW O) The most accurst* sad reliahk fhtamfeetfan d 
Dm approdmato dfaiasre to twemi muxxk and victim toa- 
efuding contact) hosed on powder pattaa d fati B u tton mmg he 
tonde with dm actual evidence gun and no other. It fa atoo ha-' 
portent to «■* dm asm* make and type d amnwa bto a. 
preferably from tto same batch ar tot auntor. .3 

I fafawtM .’ Tha am of * gun other than' the 1 
sen thougb k amy to 



gnn is n riefatan af Ptwn^ Dk 
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jWhen Uje evidence gun v not available, a sarular fun may 
he’uscd'liut the validity d the test is always rjfrw tiP ns Stek 
ftntd W The land and g roova tfiinenaiam (fart «f the 
rfftaft specifications) may be identical or nearly identical bet- 
ween ddTerml firearms manufacturers. 

My tyanitn: A bullet or bullet fragment cannot he identified 
as having been fired from e particular make of fun ta» the basis 
d tend and groove dimensions alone. 

ftiwyd 14) Very simitar copper coatings ate owl at many 
different makes of lead revolver bullets. , 

My Qunigfc The positive kkrotification of the V gf rmy 
nainitinn friau a badly deformed bullet fragment, based 
vag al micrra cupir or photographic tuniMtiorsgUtiahd 
the capper coating attached to the fragment, cannot be made. 

Ptwi i p t ($) Class Characteristic* as shown by the rifling int- 
prosdon* at a fired bullet play absolutely no role in the iden- 
tifies bat of such s bullet as having been fired from one par- 
ticular gun out of the entire world population of guns having 
the same clans Characte r istics. 

My Opinion: It is a misrepresentation to claim that one or 
■bore Clara Characteristics on a fired bullet contribute in any 
ckgrne to identifying the bullet as having been fired troea any 
particular gun and no other. 

Ptwct pf 19/ A single land of tha rifting of a firearm can 
produce only one lam) imprwMnn on a fired bullet j 

My Opinim: An alleged pothrve identification of an evidence 
bullet in which it b shown that a single rifling land produced 
two different land tmprmsiona on the same evidence bsillet is a 
violation of Precept (Si. Tha alleged positive identification is 
th at rite * Ml valid I 

t declare under penalty of perjury that die foregoing is true 

Raymond H- Pinkie 
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Wimee Martha G. Okwaon 
Executed on Mey t4. If?) 
at Los Angelas, California 

DECLARATION 

My nan a LaMoyne Snyder and I ratidr at 81 Valley 
View Drive, Paradise, California. I am a doctor d medicine 
and also a member of the Bar and foe many years have beta 
engaged hi the field of legal mwficina and in particular 
honickk Inv e st i gation Eipeftbe in this field raptwm a 
thoroug h know ladle of tha fiwda mentals of firearms meo- 
SfcrfSn and over aeveml deeadm I have pirauad audio, in 
dih field. My boot ftMtsh hwabifatian b e standard left in 
ptssy police acadstnisB and it eontaisa a chapter dealing with 

W J 



Any aspen tsstimony whieb I aught gf»* hits 

naim ibaficitiof would be baaed, at laaat ia part, tm tha 
flowing ah Praospte which I eonakhe faviotabla. 

Prmpt ft): Tba positive khwtifjjatioo of en eridenoe bullet 
s having teen final from a particular gun and no othm muet 
o bud at a comparison it the evidsnee bulla wkh a ad 
ullet recovered frail da maa evidence gun sad bo other. 
Opinion: No hkotificatfan caa be made If the tea bullet h 
•covered hoot scene ptn athsr than tha evidence put eran 
;>y , 4 the mb gun oay he the same make an dt model e nd 
mrei rarfrl number mey dot SO (hr ewial number « » 
ividanee gun- Such a ptcehn fa a tidittotiPmiplW 



ft) The moat accurate end ratiaMe t ot a rm wauno m 
the - appear finite datsnee be t ween mumk and HUi lit- 
chiding contact! baaed at powder pattern distribution aaot be 
made with the actual evidence gup and no othar. It Is also h* 
portent to am tha tarns make and type M amatualtiaa, 
preferably from da same batch or lot number. 

Opinio* The toe of a gun odor dtan tha evidenc e gun. m*m 
dough it may be the same make and modal with a serial num- 
ber very dose la do serial number of do aridmoo goa la * 
violation of Prompt 111 

(When the evidence gun Is not available. a abnfiar gun may 
ha toad but tha validity of da ma h always queetionable.) 

P fwv wpt ft) The bed and groove d u aeuewns (part of da 
rifling speeificational may he identical a nearly kfaetical bet- 
ween different fircarma manufacturers. 

Opinion: A bullet or bullet fragment cannot be ide n tified aa 
having been find from a particular make of gun on tha basis sf 
land and groove dimensions akme. 

frw pf 14) Very simBar rapper costings are road os asaqy 
fiffew nt make* of lead r evolver bullets 
O^Mnion: Tba paaitivt idsntification of the make of era- 
munition from e badly deformed bulla fragment, based on 
visual microscopic or photographic examination «f traces of 
the co p p e r coating attached to the fragment, cannot be made 
ftywjpf (IS) Class Characteristics as shown by tha rifling he 
pr es s ions on a fired bulla pipy absolutely no role in the iden- 
tification of such a bulla as having been fired from one par- 
ticular gun out of the entire world population of guns having 
da same class characteristics. 

in a mis r e pres entation to claim that 9M7V (At 
Osar Char eel er 1st k» on o fired bulla contribute in any degree 
to identifying the bullet a* having been fired from any par- 
toutin' rum and no other. % 

Pnetpt (6) A tingle land of da rifling of a firearm caa 
indict only one land hnpreaaion on a fired bullet. 

Qeuuor An alleged prartive identification of an evidence 
bullet in which it is shown that a a ingle rifling land produced 
two different land hnpeesaiona on the same evidence bulla b a 
violation of Precept (6k Tha alleged positive identification b 
therefore act valid 

I declare undo penalty of P«r>iry that da foregoing b true 
and co r re c t. 

LaMoyne Snyder' 
Executed on May 19th, 1971 
at Paradiee, California 

Wfanmw Virginia 0. Rtrada 



DECLARATION 

My aama b Valter Jack Cathnan and I raafcb at ISO* W. 
Jaearande Placet Fullerton, California. I am a graduate of da 
University of California at Berheiey bolding a Bachelor of Arm 
degree with a major fat Technical Criminology. I hav* £ 
California spacbl Teaching Credential to macb Police Rrfanri 
Cou rasa Pram B apt amh a t , 1946 to date I hav* bean employed 
by the Onop County Sheriff* » Department Crfrnlnelfadca 
La boratory a nd aa Chief Criminalist I have stttt to to rafr 
dtliVnr identification work and am trained tufflfMd 
cad In the procaduraa and m tihwh cf flraarnq Identification. I 





approximately >4 scientific pa pen to 
law enforcement pwpa a n ti c he ral tal 
taciatia extending ewer a twelve year period. Thor pi pen dm) 
w)tb various technical problems in the general field of 
jnnjneliatacm. I an a member of Che following p r rf seeinnxl af* 

Fallow and put Chairmen of the Criminalistics Section tf 
|be American Academy of Formic Sciences. 

Southern California Section of the Society for Applied Spsc- 



fc"*: 




Americao Ch em i c a l Society. j 

California Association of Criminalwtx j 

American Aaaoc lotion for the Advancement of Science. 
National Association of Police laboratories 
Aay expert (mtimony which f might give in a caa* involving 
identification wpuJd he baaed, at laaet in part on the 
am P re c ep ts which I consider inviolable. 
ft) The positive ifenttfication of an evidence butlet 
bean bed from a particular pm and no other nut 

on a oompariaaa of the evidence bullet with t tact 

aocwmd from the une evidence pun and no other- 
pinion: No identification can be made tf the teat bullet 
•red from noma pun other than the evidence fun, even 
the teat pun may be of the same make and model and 
serial cumber nary dear to the (aria! number of the 
i pin. Such a procadire is a violation <tf Precept (1 1 
or ft) The mot accurate and reliable determination of 
» distance between outlie and victim faa- 

rfh**rt contact! baaed on powder pattern distribution must be 
'made with the actual evidence pun end no other, ft b else im- 
: portent to uee the use make and type of ammunition, 
^.p r efe r ably from the same batch or lot number. 

L My Opinion: The uee at a pun other than tin evidence gun. 
r «MM though it may ha the Mm* make and model erath a (trial 
, m labor very darn to tbr eeriet number of the evidence pun Is a 
,vMeticn af Preotyd (XI- , 

(Whan the aridract gun It not available, a tinltt pua may 
£h* mad but the validity <tf the teat ■ always qucationebla.) 
v, P>m* pt ft) The land and groove dimensions I pert of the 
faMmp ty i dtatf fl Ml may hr khnUcal or nearly identic a l bet- 
wen differe nt firearms mamifacturars 
My Opinion: A bullet cr bullet fragment cannot be identified 
1 having been (bed from a particular make «f gun on tha basis 
af leaf and groove d imen sio n s alone 

1 4) Vmy aknflar copper coadrgs are used an marry 
■mom* maker tf lead roolvar bullets 
I My Obuiion : Tbr positive identification of the make of am- 
t munition from a badly defer t u ed bullet fragment, baaed on 
[ ratal, microscopic or photographic examinations of traces of 
coating attached to tha fragment, can not hr mads 
*" Cha ra cte ris t ics — shown fay i l jgWl Uif fcn- 
on a fired bullet play abaoiutety no role to tha iden- 




tifi cation of. such a bullet a* having barn fbwcf ban owe 
titular "gun out of the entire world population of puns harmg 
the same class charsctermtic* 

My Opinion : It is s mlsreprearntatian to dm that -one or 
more Class Characteristics on a fined bullet contribute he aqy 
degree to identifying the bullet as having bean filed from aigr 
particular gun and no other. 

Ptretpi (6J A single land of the rifling of a ffreenn can 
produce only one land impr anion: on a fired bullet 

My Opinion: An alleged positive identification of aa evidence 
bullet in which it a shown that a rirglc rifling land produced 
two different land impressions on the same evidence bullet a a 
violation of Precept (6). The alleged positive icbdtifkatkm la 
therefore not valid • 

I declare under penalty of ptifruy that the fee ag oin g b tine 
and conect 

WJ. Carimaw 
Booted on May *4, lf7l 
at Puilsrma California 

Witnaos < signature Olegibis) 

Mum X 1911 

Chief of Police Edward Davie 
La Angela Police Department 
1*0 North La Angela Street 
La Angela California mil 
Dear Sir: 

1 have bean inf ormed Chat you bav* appointed certain police 
personnel to undertake ac examination of the Sir-hen caa with 
a view to explaining manifest contradictions is the testimony 
and laboratory Mata of La Angela Police Ehgmrtmeat forensic 
be 1 1 is tic* expert, DcWayn* A. Wolfer. 

The evidence ir clear, both from the letter tojaty MS*. 
Blchr and the trial rec o rd, that Wolfar taatifiad that the three 
tot bullets fired by him and contained in People's ExMbet K 
matched the bullets r ecove r ad horn the sixth cervical ve rt ebr a 
of Senator Kecnetty. and tbr bodice of Mr. GoJthtetn and Mr. 
WaweL and that none of duet bullets were fired from S rhea's 
fan. la view of tha extensive fragmentation af the bullet h 
Bans tor Kennedy's head, the obvious question which lingeri Is 
who killed Senator Kantwtty? Aa hh coined era an (pi ha octt- 
earned that any probe ha cmdittsd in a spirit of rwrnplsta Im- 
partiality. The suggestion that the Second gun wax utilised by 
Wotfer to tael tha n ois e level is ballad by not only Egttfhfc M 
but tha testimony af Wotfer itself. Mower, although k ap- 
pear* that the gun which fired the three aforementioned biUatt 
into Senator Kennedy, Mr. Wemd *mf Mr. Gofditthi was 
dm cioy ed in July, IMS. • month after the shooting. Waller 
c Tt wewd iaHfar sprii* of IMS, during hb trial te tfWfc Mat 
the pin was “still avmllabta'* (Reporte r ’s Tnumcrtyt 43341 
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Inawnucb a* a man'* lift ia at etahe and wearo aftoraeyap f 
ncMUrAat man now co ndemned to (bath m, ZwSt 
mymrioui that neither ct u* ha* been contacted ao that «v 
further "mv«*tn*tioo" can truly ha bipartban. Any probe at a 
police officer’* faaltbtka examination and courtroom Mbony 
conduct**! only by a group of hia anperiera in tba polio* depart* 
ment. haaded off by your npnaa dtaclaonar. can only be regar- 
ded by nnfiattared awrb aa a “tr bilroh ** 

There ie inttch about the eeuataf daetb of Senator Kennet^r 
which baa yet to be uravelM SimulUneoua with tba 
jerawnttinii of the appeal w» have amngtd for Hr. Wiliam 
Harper, a competent and npcrianc*d c rhnm a l iat, to dahra tok) 
acme at tfaa anigmaa tether unaol vrd or pointing to the «o- 
chiaioe that Sirhan Sirhan did not fire the fata) bullet If Mb 
ha our tptaai. than lea ua join haneb in an endeavor to appertain 
It 

Wa are ready and witling to participata In an awonhandad 
hnpartial inquiry with justice aa die only objective. If there b 
nothing to hid*, then a limp!* Wtlar at phono call will aunmoa 
our partic^aticm and our aupport 

S hr ew a l y yeun 
OEORGE B. SHI BLEY, 
, LUKE McKlSSACK, 

Atbwnay fee Babe Swtma 
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Davis Backseat 
2nd Sirhan Gun 



■ . p 
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Police Chief Edward V. Davis tog into Uie charges today 
aday defended police crime lab * u, . rtp0rt their tlI>di,,6S ^ 
t i e a t i * t DeWayae Wolfer ^ toflay'i press confers, 
gainst charges be gave In cor- Da ^j ^so a no on need 
ect testimony is the Sirhan launching or a “Neighborhc 
lisbar* Sirhan murder tftal. Watch” campaign to curb 
'During a press conference at rising burglary rate on a cits 
p j r k e r Cenler. Davla aaid participation level, 
barges by attorney Barbara Beginning today, Davis sa 
tanner Btehr that Wolfer'i tes- over 1000 supermarkets 
timoay was faulty were Southern California will 
■‘groumJJe'S’' and that he (Dtv- packaging groceries in ba 
M> was •'satisfied the Sirhan printed with crime prevents 
trial was handled correctly." tips to homeowners. 

lira. Btehr has charged a *ec* “Statewide and across the n- 
aiul gun was Involved in the fa* tfon the crime rate is increasin 
til Aooting of the late Sen. sharply. If burglaries continu 
Hubert Kennedy and that Wol- «* U* present rate, theyTi de- 
ter’, testimony about the death bte in another live years. Da 
mu at the trial of Sirhan was ia said, 
not valid. Davis aaid the six-month car 

“A second gun, Stmfltr to the paigh wfll be a aeighborho 
murder weapon, was tested at "self help" project with “nei, 
the scene of the shooting Just to hors looking out for one aoo 
determine how far the sound of er.” 
ihoU could be heard by witness- William Tormey, «*«CTt 
es ” Davis said. vice president of the South- 

jbt test gun was de- California Grocers Assn., r 
gtroyed by the department a U million people in Los Ang 
month after the assignation, check out through a npem 
: n, vie said, ket stand every three days t 

5 Mrs, Btehr la attempting to the anti-crime messages • 
block the appointment of Wolfer blanket toe area, 
as he ad of the Police Scientific Dovia left following the pr 
Investigation Crime Laboratory- conference to attend an t» 
Davla said a three-man board tive committee meeting of > 
oUlnmiitt headed by Aiat. International Assnjrt Cbfrfs 
- Chief Jack Collins, began look-) Police to Washin gton P.C. 



(In a teat* poo*, now* e< 
oawapapvr, eltf nd aloia.) 
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DIMINISHED CAPACITY . -» *‘ 
DtaJlnished capacity contentions 
wge the Cburt, baaed upon (be 
Psychiatric evidence adduced at 
trial, to reduce the grade a f 
homicide to manslaughter or second 
degree murder due to Ibe lad that 
Srhac had neither (be requisite 
date of mind to premeditate the 
death of Kennedy nor to harbor' 
malice aforethought, 
a Furthermore, be argee the 
Debate Court to any event to 
Cuban's sentence under Penal 
<glSl(?>. That section has long 
, available to the Court, but baa never 

before been employed by It to reduce 
li sentence from death to We 
* SEIZURE: 
and seizure 
relating to evidence 
from Sirhan’s betboom without 
consent and to the absence 
search aod arrest warrant. Alan, 
there was a search of the garbage 
toes Just outside the Sirban home, a 
search questionable under the 
Edwards case. 

CRAN'D JURY. 1 

'*• Ibe brief makes • massive attack 
Ttosm the Grand Jury system. It Is 
contended that indictment by Grand 
?**y (rather than a Preliminary 
^Bearing) tnvkfiously diacrimtoatca 
against the subject whose case is 
taken at the discretion of the District 
’ Attorney to the Grand Jury. At the 
preliminary hearing the defendant 
‘ has the right to be present, have an 
!. attorney, -the right to testify to his 
■ own defense If be chooses, the right 
Via present and cross-examine wit- 
t'jwases, the right to have a Jodgerule 
[an die admissibility of evidence. 
Lffooe of these protection* are ac* 
{CMdcd^b^ subject whose case Is 
1 before the Grand 
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issues arjj Its 1 

boc* taken Ipi 

without his fere 

tence of a In 





. HcfOssack concedes that the Qg, ’ 
pnstihdioe allows use of a 
He argues that once a 
set iq> a superior 
th advanced Constitute 
safeguards ft nay not, without, 
constitutionally permissible stan- 
dards for differentiation, 
eapariciously take some defendants 
cases to the Grand Jury while other* 
have the benefit of a preliminary 
'hearing. « 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: 
Arguments XIII through XVH 
cover thoroughly the argumenta 
against Capital Punishment. 

Argument XVI contends that since 
the penalty Jury had no standards to 
guide them to their decision of life 
death Ibe decision wi 
lawless and thus violative of 
[Process and Equal Protection, 
ery contention will soon be 
the McCaatha cue by the United 
States Supreme Court. McKiasack 
filed an Amies) Cerise brief to that 
case to which be argued that em- 
piric*! evidence tends to show that 
Jarms given no guidelines habitually 
‘ rely on unconstitutional con- 
siderations fa reaching death ver- 
dict* such as tise failure of a 
defendant to testify or an un- 
successful insanity or diminished 
capacity defense. 

An to afi, the brief tackles many of 
the challenging problems of our day. 
It constitutes an to valuable aid | 9 
defense counsel, and is proof that to 
be a criminal lawyer it to be a 
Constitutional lawyer. Ibe shoot- 
from-th e-hip approach, devoid of 
knowledge at Court decision and 
anticipation of furore 
ions, -ao longer suffice*' to 
epare tbq 'competent defense' 

* to adequately defend fa^ 
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Constant ThrCaUof Death A ffects 
Kennedy’s Life , Family , Career 

Pr esident ap d 

• Each weekday afternoon, Sen. Edward .Vice President, Kennedy re- 
SI. Kennedy makes an Important tele- ceives more threats than 
phone call to his home in suburban Sic- anyone in government. 

[Lean. Virginia - it is also fair to say that 

He talks to his son, Teddy Jr., about j, e rece ) veg more attention 
school and other things ol Interest to a from tte geeret Service, 

(nine-year-old boy. (Federal Bureau of InvesUga- 

Kennedy is unusually close to his elder capital police, Metro- 
son, but the dally telephone calls have ^outan police and Fairfax 
[another purpose: (county police than any 

Young Teddy Kennedy does not believe pther public official outside 
that his fsther, the lsst of the Kennedy ^e White House, 
brothers, will make it back home once he gen. Kennedy does not 
leaves the residence each day. have Secret Service protec- 

The daily telephone call is to reassure tion. By law, be cannot. But 
Teddy; Kars Anne, 10; Patrick Joseph, 8. the Secret Service does la- 
and the senator's wife Joan. It is not an vestigate threats to public 
easy task for a man who also believes that 
he is stalked by death. 

Seven years after President John F. 

Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas and 
pearly three years after Sen- Robert F. (president- 



ficials for Intelligence pur- 
poses on the basis that such 
persons sre potential threats 
to the President and Vice 



Kennedy was murdered In Los Angeles,' A review of Secret Serv- 
(Sen. Edward M. Kennedy is warned Ire- lee intelligence contacts 
ouently and in a variety of ways that the with U.S. senators since 

1904 reveals that Kennedy 
has received more than 
three times as many threats 
as any other senator. 

855 Contacts 



may be next to die 
The constant fear that •‘somebody out 
there" may be gunning for the senator 
is a major factor among those close to 
Kennedy in any discussion of his political 
« future, although Kennedy is determined] 
Hthat he will not be paralysed by.Ahc ftatiii 
'ibiUf$^ofiresJ*slnatioE. , . 






Kennedy was elected a 
_ nator from Massachusetts 
'in 1962. From 1964 to the 
present, Secret Service was 
Involved in 855 matters aris- 
lng out of Kennedy threats. 

Threats aren't the exclu- 
sive property of any tingle 
Ideology. Former Senate 
dove Eugene McCarthy had 
96 Secret Service contacts— 
next highest to Kennedy— 
while hawk Barry Goldwa- 
ter (R-ArU.) bad 94. 

Secret Service had 40 con- 
tacts with Sen. J, W. Pul- 
bright fD-Ark.), chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee and lead- 
ing critic of US. Involve- 
ment in Indochina. 

Sen. Birch Bnyh (D-Ind.) 
received 12 threat* consid- 
ered serious enough for Se- 
cret Sen ice Involvement. 
Must C-nif durint! Senate 
rl'-lii'tc over ll»r» uuniiii.'iltt-ns 
ni (‘Iriiu'ii' I'. Jl.ivr..- u'aifth 
Jy I", || 

t« Ur- Sb|>ri-n.e Coin i 
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- Other t ension and the 
•umber of ' SecrfnjbftTte 
contacts during the period 
Included Sen. George Mc- 
Govern (D S D ). 17; Sen. Ed- 
mund S. Muskle (D-Maine), 
35; Sen. Philip Hart (D- 
Uich.), 15; Senate Minority 
Leader Hugh Scott (R-Pa.), 
14: Senate Majority tender 
Kike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 9, 
had Sen. Strom Thurmond 
Ot-S.C.), a. 

The FBI, which has pri- 
mary Jurisdiction in these' 
eases under the federal ex- 
tortion statute, does not dis- 
close its Investigation statis- 
tics. However, it is believed 
Jtoelr experience is similar 
'jo the Secret Service’s. 
Much information is shared 
between the two federal 
agencies and local police. 

also on Upswing 

Chairman Tom Steed CD- 
Gkla,), chairman of the 
House Appropriations sub- 
sotnmittee that handles the 
Secret Service budget, said 
that threats against the 
President and Vice Presi- 
fent are also on the up- 
.swing, a condition that be 
characterized as a "sickness 
bat won’t go away.’^ 

■ Steed said he favors fur- 
ther expansion of Secret 
-Service authority to laelude 
-at the discretion of the 
President— temporary pro- 
ection of senators snd con- 
tressmen when they are 
confronted with what, ap- 
pears to be • bonifide 
hreat. No such legislation 
las been offered, however. 

Current presidential 
breeds ore secret, but in tes- 
imony before Steed’s sub- 
-ommitlcc in 1970. Secret 
tervlce Chief James Rowley 
aid Jhut threats or obscene 
nail to~UM Presto (nt and 
Vue President total about 
: 5 a mount. ** 



J&owle^ added, howeve r, 
that Secret Service exam- 
ines about 500 packages, 
gifts and letters to the 
White House each week. 

It was learned that from 
1964 until be lost the presi- 
dential election to . Mr. 
Nixon in 1966, Sen. Hubert 
Humphrey (D-Minn.) bad a 
total of 1.355 Secret Serv- 
ice contacts arising -out of 
threats. During most of this 
period, Humphrey was Vice 
President. 

Rowley also disclosed at 
bis appropriations hearing 
last year that President 
Nixon ordered Secret Serv- 
ice protection for Humphrey 
for six months after the 1963 
election. 

In Kennedy’s case, the 
senator docs not see the 
bate mail, which goes into a 
file cabinet in his outer of- 
fice. His staff says the ebb 
and flow largely depends on 
events that propel Kennedy 
Into the headlines. 

Peaks came In 1964 when 
be almost died in a plane 
crash; in 1965 when he tried 
— and failed— to make Fran- 
cis X Morrissey a federal 
Judge; in 1968 following the 
June murder of hit brother 
Robert In California, and 
twice during 1969. 

Early in that year, bate 
mail followed hit defeat of 
Sen. Russell Long (D-La.) 
for the post of Democratic 
whip, which be ‘has since 
lost. 

Hgfe Mail Enormous 

Then in July, 1969, be 
drove off the bridge at 
Chappaquiddick I aland, 
Mas*., and a secretary. Mary 
Jo Kopechno, was drowned. 
Tlrr-— volvoc of bate mail 
was enormous. **■ ~~~ 



ai toast too times a year, 
the .malt incl udes ^JhrcaLpf 
death, kidnap or injury to 
Kennedy or members of bis 
family. . - •'? : 

Often, the letters, con- 
clude with what federal law 
enforcement officials call 
the “symmetry proposition" 

— that bod luck oomes in 
threes. , * 

“Your brothers got what 
they deserved. You're next* 
some letters say. 

It is also estimated that 
Kennedy’s office receive* 
snore threatening and ob- 
s cene telep hone « * U » » l * ft d 
even personal crank visitors ’ 
t han other senato r^ and t oy - 
grcssmcii? 

When Kennedy travels in , 
other slates, he takes com- 
plex security precautions. . 
These arc based on briefings 
by the Secret Service and 
FBI and are provided to a’,! 
public officials who btve 
been seriously threatened, 

In Kennedy’s ease. *n ad- 
vance man contacts local po- 
lice wherever he trsvels. lie 
bas received substantial pro- 
tection from local *;enc!ev 
Resident FBI agents ire 
•Iso alerted when Kennedy 
is coming to a city, espe- 
cially aince Jan. 3 when 
President Nixon signed Into 
law a bill that Include* a 
provision making it a fed- 
eral crime to assassinate, 
kidnap or assault an elected 
or appointed federal official. 

The measure itself hw 
ttrernl Ironic Fir**. tt 
was sponsored hy Sen. Rob- 
ert Byrd (D-W.Vc.\ who 
dumped Edward Kennedy at 
AVlilp last month. The bill 
grew out of the itfwilrt- 
lion of Robert F. Ker.r.?dr 
and the subsequent b.;ur;e 
trla* of Fir ban S. rV&r ir.a 
*tJte court. 



Finally, It was o gposed b v 
Sett .— C dword Kennedy fie-, 
cause' It carries a mandatory 
death penalty provision. - 

Kennedy’s actions last 
April when he was invited 
to the first anniversary ob- 
servance of the murder of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in Memphis pro- 
vide an example of bis secu- 
rity procedures. 

He did not accept the pub- 
lic Invitation, Nor did he ac- 
cept the recommendation of 
: his staff to pass up the ap- 
pearance, .although be ap- 
' peered to do so. 

1 * -Instead, he went on a holi- 
day to Florida. Then, ur.tn- 
' non need and unscheduled, 
he went to Memphis and 
participated. 

He was following a Secret 
Service axiom that assassi- 
nations ate not spontaneous 
but are planned. That is why 
a recent ice skating after- 
noon on the C&O Canal 
w ish his fam ily was J-rsIiiV- 
tnlnlmurti risk although it 



nod dangerous. , 



s eem — - 

! Kennedy refuses to t* k 
publicly about the ar.cul.tfc 
that results from his unique 
situation, although he ac- 
knowledges that it encircles 
bis life. 

Helps Ease Strain 

; At bis Senate office a 
frlm -butnor has' evolved 
that would be offens'v* - 
an outsider but helps ess' 
ithe strain f« those w.-.y 
must Uve with the pouic.V 
Ity of a murder attempt on 
the last Kenned)- brother, 
Kennedy engage* in 
banter himself, but or-r. 
with those very elo» to 
bim — David Burke. Dkx , 
Drayne. Andy Vitale. b* | 
- Gargan, * fe» ! 



c ousin Jy 
otncrxT 






There ar c othe r outwgrj l 
manifestations: The quo.-ji:-. ' 
buzrer lounds. It dcein’t , 
sound at ill like i pistol , 
shot, but it is loud and sud- ' 
den. 

.Kennedy jumps tense; 
then he relaxes, smites. 

He is particular!" sensi- 
tive to the effect of h> 
unique position upon his 
children. * * - - 

When President Johnson 
assigned him Secret Service 
bodyguards In June, 15JE. 
because he feared a plot to 
wipe out the Kennedy*, the 
senator sent them away 
alter two days because he 
didn’t want his children to 
see them. , 

But the family cannot be 
Shielded from prim remind- : 
ers. Twice each year all the 
Kennedy* — including ecus- 
Ins without lathers — 
gather lor memorial serv- 
ices for the alain brothers at 
AtiinOliU* Xatioaal Orpo- 
tcry. 



Granh-titail * ' * 

1$ Rampant 

Few persons have ever 
been neutral about any of 
the Xenncdys. All ol them 
were subjected to more 
than their share ol bate 
and crank mail. They also 
have received much adula- 
tion mail, too, and that 
remains true with Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy CD- 
Mass. ). 

Persons familiar with 
mall received by Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy say 
that his First Lady, 
Jacqueline, was bom- 
barded with sexually ori- 
ented, often pornographic 
mail. j 

It is estimated that Mar- 
tha Mitchell, wife of At- 
torney General John N. 
Mitchell, now receive* the 
most crank mall of a ny 
womSsf'~ J ln Washington. 



M uch Is la o jnail. bu t 
some equals the worst of 
the ahtlKennedys. During 
the Christmas holidays, 
Airs. Mitchell received s 




also receives threats, but 
h^.has FBI agent as a 
bodyguard. »— ■ - ' J * , 
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Lawyer Says Ballistics Expert 
Erred in Sirhan Investigation 



-kV*rj 



»/ *»-. 



BY DAVE SMITH 



' * : .!> ’; 

■iv/ 



Criminalist DeWayne A. WoUer f< 
vu accused Friday of nuking er- h 
Tars fend violating procedure in the n 
ballistics investigations of the Sen. ft 
Robert F. Kennedy assassination, 
the Jack Kinchke murder case and h 
the Doyle A, Terry murder case. tJ 

The charge was made by attorney o 
Barbara Warner Blehr In an effort a 
t» block Woller'a appointment as t 
permanent bead of the Los Angeles . t 
Police Department crime laboratory.' - e 

* Ifn. Biehr’s charges raise the' t 

question of whether a second gun* 
man y might have fired shots fn a 
the Ambassador pantry on June 5, £ 

* 1868, and then escaped unnoticed as r 
Etrhan Biahara Sirhan was tackled 
by friends of the mortally wounded 
aenator. 

In a four-page letter to the Civil 
Service Commission. Mrs. Blehr ac- 
cused WoSfer of violating fcrnr «e pa- 



ler test-fired a dilferent pin entire- 
ly, and that that gun. In fact,, did 
match at least three bullets removed 
from victims of the affray. 

Wolfer, asked by The Times for 
his reaction, said, "I honestly can't 
Understand this, til swear on a stack 
of Bibles I’ve done nothing wrong 
and III stand behind my work In a 
court of law. I cant aay any more 
until rye read the charges against 
me, but I'm going to gen an attorney 
right sway.* . . -".V ' :V 

Chief Dep. Dint. Attyljbtin How- 
ard sakf his office would review the 
Sirhan trial transcript and . the bal- 



nti precepts of investigative proce- 
dure In the Kennedy investigation 
and alleges that Wolfer never ac- 
tually fired. the gun wrested from 
Sirhan’i grip.! She assert* that Woi- 
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SIRHAN CASE 1&Sj 

.. • ii ‘ * 

-■£*» tinned fr*m first Tsjs the Icent of the crime,*. 

^tmtfiillaMM JSdSffthJSkS^ 

t - ilpna* any comment . . T0 j,)ib?y to the question: 
~J / Police Chief Ed word 1C. Which of the two gum 
•;■ Davie defended Wolfer in fired the single fatal but 
v ft prepared statement: *He *®tV - .. * ' 

" “ ^ “V which Mrs. Biehr’a tC 

teue. even when the ac- wen founded was 

* aieed are police officers, gone j, y c rim i n a li st Wil- 
.. Be la cautious, conserva- p ara W. Harder dtPamde- 

■ live, straightforward and Mf 

, - -ft very thorough •dentist* Harner 69 has testified 
j - : Davis said that he has fa n ^' trials in Los 
Ippdnted a board of in- Angeles over the last three 
: quiry to Investigate the decades, including the 
- « Beehr charges. The board, Kirschke trial, in which 
tn mis ting of Aast Chief hia testimony contradicted 
t J*ck Collins, Dep. Chief that of Wolfer. Harper 
■ John McAllister and contended that Klnchke 
5 Otndr. George Beck, will could not have murdered 
: -convene next week. his wife and her lover. 

■ * ■■ With her letter to the fiirhan and Boyle Terry 
' * Ovil Service Commission, * are now under a sentence 

( Mrs. Blehr aent six photo- ' of death. Kirschke was, 
'graphs and three afiida- but the sentence later was 
t vita, signed by crimina- changed to life in prison. 
--Ksta LeMqyne Snyder, Terry was convicted of the 
■, Raymond H. Pinker and slaying bf "Long Beach po- 
Rf alter Jack Cadman. sup- Ike officer Vernon J. Ow* 

. ^porting her contentions. Inga In 1960. 

: , TVo of the photographs Mrs. Blehr's letter accu- 
. are of exhibit 55 from the aes Wolfer In one case— 

. pirhan trial. That is an en- not the Kennedy invest}- 
j Velope containing three fatlon — of . "scurrfloua 
j bullets purportedly fired tampering ...tea vain 
< -from Slrhan’s gun. but attempt to make the phy- 
also bearing, In Wolfer'a steal evidence supportithe 
■* Band writing, the notation prosecution’* theory ofthe 
j ?fhat Slrhan’s gun bore the murder.. charging 
> ftertal No. H18602. that he 'made phyricf afe 

* *.-f Trial records show that Oration* e*fUto Ip* 
! f’the gun taken from Slrhan scripttens on three ride 

i.d>ore the aerial No. H53725. tortndge ernes , * , r 
*>->The test ahote were J^f}* 1 ** 
vi mode on June 6 , 1966, and “^£the & 

J/Wlhlrd photograph la of a 

! JS'ssSuSuJsa; »^^rsgg 

*J3Brsi 

4g SSSE- swasc* 

U eve that these violations 
sometime In were made to response to 



the seen* of the crime,*. 
Mrs. Blehr said. ‘Such ft 
Conclusion then leads una- 
voidably to the question: 
Which of the two gum 
fired the single fatal bul- 
let” . 

' The investigation upon 
which Mrs. Blehr's char- 
■ cea were founded was 
done by criminalist Wil- 
liam W. Harper of Pasade- 
na. 

Harper. 69, has testified 
In numerous trials to Los 
Angeles over the last three 
decades. Including the 
Kirschke trial, to which 
hia testimony contradicted 
that of Wolfer. Harper 
contended that Kirschke 
could not have murdered 
his wife and her lover. 

Sir ha n and Boyle Terry 
are now under a sentence 
of death. Kirschke was, 
but the sentence later was 
changed to life to prison. 
Terry was convicted of the 
alaying bf Long Beach po- 
lice officer Vernon J, Ow- 
ing* to 1960. 

Mrs. Blehr's fetter accu- 
ses Wolfer to one case— 
not the Kennedy investi- 
gation — of. 'acurriteua 
tampering . ; to a vain 
attempt to make the phy- 
sical evidence supportithe 



•criptions on 
Cartridge cases 



tertain In- 
three rifle 

' f . 



Regarding the alleged 
errors to the Kennedy in- 
vestigation, Mrs, Blehr 
states: *1 fend it very hard 
to believe that a rflah of 



the professed expertise of 
Mr. wolfer could violate 



four of the bask precepts 
Of his profession fe_a ttn- 



.'fetfe— was destroys 
-fib* 1 APD sometm 






sly, IKS, only aftoonth . 
fterfhe murder all Ken- 
edy. 

fThe only possible cen- 
to atom that. must be. 
Bached la tint two sfahOaf'' 



■ guna worn being fired at ;,e 



wen made to response to J 
ftflioversealous desire to , 
he|p the cause of the pro* 

■ eeotlon. The choice';, 
•eon a to be rank incompe-; 
tench an the one hand «\i 
morbid motivation On t^ e 
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(Mount Clipping In Spot* Balow) 




. . _ . I** Angeles polk* o fjicials wil l 
«*et Tuesday to begin' a probe of chafes that 
police ballistics expert Wayne A. Write erred 
tt tetiroon y concerning the weapon need ta 
tte assassination of Sea. Robert F. Kennedy 

The p and, chaired by Asst Chief Jack Col- 
Has ud consisting of Dep. Chief John Mc- 
Allister and Cmdr. George Reck, win meet at 
Paiter Center, at > un., at the direction of 
* Police Chief Edward X. Dana. 

Barbara Warner Bkhr, Loa Angeles civil 
and criminal attorney, Friday submitted affi- 
davit* and a letter challenging testimony giv- 
en by Wayne A. Wolfer In the Urban Bishara 
Orhaa and Jack tirvchke murder trials. 

Hn, Blehr, admitting ter effort! are 
aimed at Mocking the appointment of Wolfer 
as head of the Polk* Scientific Investigation 
Grime Laboratory, filed the documents with • 
the Loa Angel es Qvfl Service Co mmission. 

3 5j?JT \8 * ttn B«uriM% that the weapon fa 
wideat* at the Sfrhan trial might not have 
: **** the one used la Kennedy's slaying. - 

fhndlqg the outcome of the Inquiry by the 
Davis said he has Jnstrud- 
ud Write la mate no comment concerting the 

- -.y V-/r g -f‘ j. 

Wolfer testified tette froegatiM h the 
Wal* hi which firhat waa convicted « tte 
1 IR assassination a t Kennedy, a presidential 
candidate, and KJrvcfafce, a former deputy gis- 
irict attorney. 

Ktfirtte was found griHy «j UQing Ms 
»^e asdhff lover, and was gWtnaW? ms- , 
•eoce, Strhaa Is an Can Quentin’s ^Death f 
Knw^^ottai* appealing tteir caset 

®f,ewi tie awafthtg Mn 
*W he aged tte hoard of jaqofcj 'te havcu 
Attorney General, District AtSS^and dS^ 
At» y u pr*se*tatim at the hearing. 



n sn 
Slaying! 



_ Ilrs. p >hr told Tte Htrald-E iaminer ate 
is questioning Wolfer” s testimony only because 
ate is interested in seeing that the Police De- 
partment has “the best there is” in scientific 
personnel 

She added she does not believe Wolfer la 
qualified for the top post, on the basis of dec- 
larations made by other criminal investigation 
authorities. 

. , t 

Tte documents she submitted were signed 
by Raymond H. Pinker, retired chief forensic 
chemist and pioneer of tte LA PD Crime Lab- 
oratory; Walter Jack Cadmafl, Orange County 
Sheriff’s chief criminologist, and Dr. LeMoyne 
Snyder, author and authority in legal medicine 
and homicide Investigation. } 

Tte experts listed six precepts considered 
inviolable in firearms identification, Mrs. 
Biehr, la her letter to the commission, arid 
Wolfer violated those precepts la his exper t 

testimony, and thereby erred in hit Mutificu. 
tion of murder weapons. — 

Id tte Sirhan case— referred to In the letter , 
only by Its coart number— Mrs. Bkhr arid 
Writer violated four precepts when he testi- 
fled tte defendant's gun and no otter was te- - 
votved la tte shooting of Kennedy ate two 
utter victims. J 

’Tte physical evidence, however, upon ' 
which Ms testimony was based, established 
that tte three above mentioned evidence but- 
; fete removed from victims were fired, wot 
‘ from tte defendant’s gun bat la fact from a ’ 
second atmilar gun with a aerial number ~ 

. 103682," she wrote. -•?> - r.,' 



► -f i* Wr* 



v. -eft 

■r "*te only possible conclusion ttrt auut be'1 
fteched Is that two similar guns were being , 
;ttte at tte aceoe of tte crime," tte added..; 
"Such a conclusion then leads unavoidably |* * 
‘ fte qa a stioa ; which of tte two guns fired tie'; 
fatal tenet?" - '• 
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s Attorneys s 
aped Death Decree 

irays for Sirtsn tuhn tint over the cue at occurred 
i kayt ap pealed his death the usasriration of Pr»-. 
ace for the assassination of ^ nl *<*■ T. Kennedy. . ^ . 

Robert F. Kennedy. _ . , „ ' . 

t ■ - Scrtun> attorney! data hit , 

prays raised U Issues rights also were abridged when [ 
I they claimed were J»li“ officers entered the bed- j 

s isfffvss 

#*•* ramto cowictiofl. „j Mid 



jams .estimated t)te direct 1* f 1 ?**. !$ F K *«." j 
pi to the Sate Sapctme the * lawyers contend there 
*/ •«<* lr automatic in w ‘-flegal Search and aet- j 
fcmia for persoe ■ toe- are" because the officers Ad j 
acd to death, would cost not have' the authorization of 
a EA*00 which one qf the the defendant stake the 
iweys said he was financing search. •--*.**- -* 

It ata vu argued Butait 
m*ig the major points is the rights were denied when be sms 
fentwe that presiding not given a preliminary hear- 
R, Superior Court Judge ing, bat was indicted by a grand 
fcrt V. walker, refused to Jury, 
te Sirtua to plead guilty In _ ^ W 

^inge for a life tentence, as 

toed by the defease and pro- «*■ 

Supreme Court lists Sirhans 

i - lawyers as Mte McKissack and 

fatter refused to permit the George ShiMey, with Russell 
fea bargaining" because be Parsons, Grant Cooper, Martha j 
■ be want ed to prevent the Goldin and Abdeeu J share s erv- } 
gbouify ti lingering specula- ing “of counsel”. . 1 — ^ 
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High Court Asked to Hear*; 

' ' <;3 

Sirhan on Death Penalty 

WASHINGTON' (UP!) _ Tbe Stanford University Uw Be- 
famyer (or Strbu B. Sirhan. view. The study showed among 
•eaten ced to death for the 196S other things that California 
aasusi/iatioft of Sea. Robert F. Juries are more generous with 
Kennedy, today hiked tbe white-collar defendants than 
Supreme Court to bear bia those In lower economic brack- 
Sim «b capital punishment. Hi. 

Lake McKisssck of BoBy- Of U? defendants holding 
wood, Calif., asked permission bha# cofizr jobs, 97.1 per cent 
to da a brill 1ft tbe tea case were sentenced to life imprison- 
from that state to be argued meat instead of death WbDe of 
•rally before the court Monday. 21 defendants to white collar 
Tbe justices are being urged to jobs, 15 .1 per cent escaped tbe 
set standards to help lodges death penalty, 
and Juries wbo must decide Urban baa been to death row 
whether to impose tbe death in San Quentin Prison since 
penalty. May, 1169. Rif case is sow 

Jgcjggn * reBed heavily on a before tbe CabfomU Supreme 
fee* of Sudy by members of the Court -r- J 
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. Mows Of H>i Intlr* Boy Atm 



3 Assassinations * ! - 



t Looking Back 
l To Gloomy Days 

|y LYNDA HATES V I 



* Piydiologists say people ^ 

Weu bad memories and relive «ly ®e 
£5l ones. But nearly 100 people relive ter- 

memories every Wednesday at San- , 
ta Monica College. • * • ; ’■* ■ * 

; Bleak thought* ofNov. ^j**™,** ■ 

m* and June 5. M68, are vivid there, “ r * 
|ke Experimental College ew dud* Ks dais = v 
in Political Assassination. . ' j 
r Working with films, tapes and ;-jj 

Ik. a „ 1* designed to sift through town' >: 

gndttesoftlwthrw Msasshutkwa^ ^ 

« The first tw® sessions dealt w ith ™* -W 

death of John Kennedy. I bc K*ijSSS# '* 
Inc of toe lamed ZaprutJer fiJms— dehfflM 
£ movement of JFK *| the momatf * 

J?** Zaprnd^ «nuT w**®* jjt 



ken Commission ReporL Other doobl wm 
bv Mart Lone, pwm Jones, Hon 
labl, Harold Wetsberg and JJk* 

District Attorney James CsrriacO 











Was Sirhan o v . - o 

‘Frogrammstno Kill Roisspt Kennedy? 




k«r ludlM at 
wtlli't raspoi 



fj JH n» SirH»n a computer- 
LI f; i rj ind awe win? Is . this 
J preview of a book Sir- 
j hao tried to stop, the i» 
f je J porter who knew him bast 
w‘J I.J o(I»r» a chilling theory. 



By Robert Blair Kaiser 



■ I* 



® In court, on trial 
for his life, flirhan 
Bishara Sirhan Said 
he first made up his 
mind to kill Robert 
tojj ~iYk F. Kennedy when 
PV-S~. - : he taw a film bio*- 
raphy d Senator 
■ 1 (J Kennedy that was 
Acwn for the first time In Lm An- 
geles on May 20, 1966. No one that 
asked Sirhan how it happened that 
he scribbled "R.F.K. must die" In 
his diary two days before thit-on 
May is. Sirhan’* lawyers and the 
proteeu I in* attorneys sppsrently 
decided to aoorpt the assassin’s 
story that he was an “Arab hero" 
who had acted atone to kill Robert 
Kennedy because Kennedy favored 
celling U£ Jet fifhtor* to Israel. 

For two year* now are have ac- 
cepted the cfficisl verdict that there 
was no conspiracy to assassinate 
Bob Kennedy. I disagree | did not 
Is-iicvr fSirhan's story them -and 1 
still don't . 

Wlven I think of Rirtuin Rirhnn. 1 
think of a Mrink aluto upon which 
hhu* could hr im|***d with tw> - 
or, brilcr, a ph'iv of vidoitiie OSt 
which Crftoln inuigt« could tip fic 
tronicslly imjvmlrd and sounds 
ddnebllr rtotud. Up mm m»- 
nliti- and n-|ilayuJUi Hmjuitli km* 

ta*wM aiiw 



con vers* lion* with fiiihtn while ha 
was m Jail, 1 watched turn Al- 
and rehearse his Arab hero story. 
I was mote inclined to judge that 
he was the tod tf so m eo ne eiar, 
that be eras kind of an automatic 
arasiiln, programmed like a com- 
puter, perhaps, to kill Kennedy— 
but almost certainly Sw i tdmd OB by 
others. 

tt is my judgment, m fie only 
Outsider who has had access both to 
Sirhan end to the official records, 
that neither the FBI nor the Los 
Angeles police nor the prosecuting 
attorneys nor the defense attorneys 
probed deeply enough mto the con- 
spiracy question. 1 don’t know why 
the FBI didn't. I think I do know 
why the others didn't Questions 
about a conspiracy would only 
complicate their lives. The police 
couldn't admit the possibility of 
co-conapirstors without producing 
acme eo- conspirators. Otherwise 
they'd look inept end their mayor, 
Bam Yorty, who was running for re- 
•ketion, wouldn't took wary goad, 
either. The Distract Attorney's of- 
fice was under public [tiaiu to 
giro Sirhan swift justice. The de- 
fense attorneys may haw relied too 
heavily on the police, and I kiim 
(hey were simply baffled l>y Sirhan. 

In my estimation, there Is rtmid- 
smble evidence to indiurtr that 
Ririvin apprnrrd to be in a trance 
the night nf June 4 -A, If At, when 
hr dud Kennedy to tbr rvuwdrd 
imntry of (is- Airtirowiclur tluli-t In 
I/s Angi’hw. 

Khurtl.v la -f ter the crime, a Me 
ty|ie uprmlcv at the Amtemaidiir 
noted thnl Kiri lot I stored Jlirdly ul 



after the abootin 
Bros was only o> 



Than, when p 
li earner, earn ar 
took the UUer ewa, 

they Acne a fiaafilig ! 
tota his eyes. Th 
load his pu pil s dila 

ed - eviden ce th*M 

kafiusnot: drug*, ale. 
boi, who knew whs’ 
And 8uhen was s 
believably detach* 
wbn flw polios lr 
bhn through an al. 
night krtwrofstian. 
mast wnueuai attitud 
lor a young man wh 
had just gumtad do* 
a man whom tie lets 
said uua "a god t 

Hew did Sirha 
corns to be in such a 
mentaJ stal 
on the night he kilie 
R.F.K.? 

As tote an May 1 
lflTO. several days al 
tor a Lea Angeles jury eundenmet 
him to die to the gas chamber a 
Ban Quentin. BJrhan csrouarad him 
seif to (he original "aarasains"— lb- 
kos k an sk in . maribera of a secret Mo 
hammedan cult who drugged them 
•rivet before they committed (her 
appointed nudes. "It must haw 
barn umrthing Hke thnl ertth me,' 
la Hid. 

I believe him. 1 had rot ki On mw 
of the hypnotic eras ions Bithan her 
undergone with a psychiatrist. Dr 
Bernard L Diamond, dean of thr 
School of Criminology St the Uni 
vertily of California at Berkeley 
Those surinm produced tar tow in 
formation than 1>. Diamond had 
hoped they would, but they con 
vtooed me (hat, ariulr Sirhan didn’t 
toll the whole truth under hypnosis 
be waa nut faking when he said la 
Couldn’t remember the dstath of the 



But why couldn't he? 

Dr. Diamond h el ieved that SMiir 
had unconsciously ” programmed 
himwlf exactly as a ownputer is pro 
g ram m ed by its magnetic tape . . 
for the coming a s m s e n sation-" Thai 
night he had then gone into a spon- 
taneous trance under the toflumcr 
af acme bright lights, awns mirrors 
and a bilk liquor, and finally pro 
eroded to the crime Itself. 

But if that wrev true, Birtvtn 
Aeuld have had wear sreoftrc'ion, 
If nut of thr killing, at Imd nf th 
procr.manttig jtrnrawi He didn't n- 
aueniav Util. Hther. 

W m II tamdik that ■•iKunr rk 
hnd infrawinl K.rfcm. |«mhly 
wilhiail bin fufl kimwkrip-? Kirltin 
d ain't lilu- rraafiaaed on pugr l to i 
BUM lb,u ta*w -IMS W«l Sm. 







WAS SI It HAM JWOCJUMMED* 
eamlinri from papr tt 



that Muymiicwi. Nor did t. It am • far- 
f rtchrd |lmy, fnihrd la (art Iran 
Richard Cndai'i IMl Th* Ma 
rAttrie* (Wrftlr. Tbm. Raymond 
Shaw. 1h* anli-bna who had ha 
htainwaahfd 111 North Kona. tarn trig- 
•and by tin [iKra i. 'Why don't yaa 
yarn <lw Date by playing a Httir a*0- 
tainT to Rdo tiuoath 0 Ml d ptay- 



n+, fa/**a*y. tivaach hyp,*** 

hr MW. h fhfaaftaam. Bjnrn tt*i 

•a# had anna r— and Phflr Hard,*, 
1* •» Srta a irtar at tin net* n u, 
hoar “X ~ rah a laah and kill 
aa* aha b* la ta way ahead m 
(ditety «n*r Wat h* had (m, 
•and. UaUh* the fctianel R*y»um 






the of whet had happanad. ta hul. k, 
(•called aaaafh ataat Hi fc tmii m, 
datian with Nwfcm la ***** tha 

*— ** * "--•■■ j 

Id* mipHia n to a nycioa 



hy who* Nirioea had lartm 
Haidno'i temnactioao 
Oa February ft. 1MB. d al 
ta* Iha Writes trial. Dr. D* 
mood pm*iaiiun ed SiHm, 
attdar byfmwa, la cfaab Ik 
han af hi* otffl. Sirhaa kw 



■P aa tit* tip af th* ham 
Wham h* h i ll y dar ow nu 
that dhnhing aa* an k* 
■a* id**, hat Dr. Pi* 



the thought frightmrd han 
aht l at hr had ham *ro 
(taronad ly aaaaa nior to 
m K*a * ad y . 

DD.Dinaai.dam 
“a crackpot tiatay* it am 
•t laaat, aalaaa a ano 
add fad a Kannady-hatn 
with hypaetir ahilU who 
aaad thorn nr Birhari 
I amidst fad art a pw 
am. I aaapM aat am attVr 
paoph who had played w 
calt aa a a tt h Biri n a , On 
af them admitted that Ir 
had Witten a maaaoac ht 
In ta C Wat Antic* E*rl 
Warn* that brought h* 
tipi ton from thr PEI Awl 
ttih map told a eomratet 
diflrrmt ynnioe af hi* tr- 
awl ■**nri*Hor adth Birtao 
than Sirhan tsid m* Stilt 
thh didnl am h* aa» a 
traho d a a plot Hon rrr. 
Birina told me that hr hal 
fcoraad tbarfaf eetowj 
pnlkn from other*. yrt hr 
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•Vit m a DHiUt at tad. W 
lad ro or w ri wttb Vital hr 
N ahU*. Hwihvw w 
pftnily ftid pat Bad k 
■uinp ita Up FBI pad Mb 
•n invaatifvtciN —oil IP 
WPth toknd ttw M*«ta 
Wowrhf Sirfiaa lo Cm«ii ia 
tip ftwi pUc*. Frank Dwu— - 
rtama, «Jat Haary Pn— M 

IUbmUi at Now Joy. 

ftauchta ptitahd tW 

dim-t. taw that tan — ti - -7 astrt ■— y ta abta 

talon a— do to Jimmy Hod*, nd ta Ub ortWy Ftata 1 

pioaa. “TrO - O— it —at c— tract to 1 1 ■■■ ■ ■ •» toanr. aaaai 

tow to— to K*n™*r kitod. Jto >. imI tom ftymtwL Ha 
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tow WM |W 1mmj~ tod at— had « mar. to. tod— d 
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Ato I to* feUM Hi 
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m i n to — toart to ■» B. todaad. TJuh.raWOt 

hi. a— r tod ten htertod hr dtohr— 7 %.* 

Mad «T — p rhpto di nl lahi— -arte 'toilh| p|rfa 

pat lira a— a — p todtoataw that t| t—lad «/ «f daadr. 
H a— Oa —riara im i atom Dr. «f *-*«*»/ dad ate, 
Pim-a d (tot htihaa aadrt l n p.a. to 
a— I athad hi— d— I Ito to-O n aral * 
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Brother of Sirhan 
Arrested vs Drunk 



SaidaU^h 
broOwfef SlAan 



ffan k older 
Sirhan con* 



rifled slayer of Robert Kenne- 
ty. a in tie custody of Antelope 
Valley Staeriirt deputies today 
loUaviTBj his arrest for public 
fetoxication. 

SfrhwkJS. of 1«» S. Lake 
Are., Pasadena was booked last 



night at Antelope Valley Sher 
iff* substation for “drunk in t 
public place.” I 

Police said Sirhan and a com 
panion, Roland P. Dion, tt, list 
of Pasadena, were driving alonf 
State Highway t, near Dawson, 
Saddle, when their car appar 
ently ran off the highway, com 
ing to a stop on the brink of a 
700 foot cliff. The car plunged 
over the cliff seconds after they 
scrambled to safety. 

When a CHP officer attempt- 
ed to arrest Sirhan, Dion at- 
tacked the officer with a fiat- 
sized rock, officers said. 

Dion is held on a “felonious 
assault on a police officer” 
booking. i - . 
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Arrest Sirhan's brother (1 

* *■* «k . . • . I 1 * 



The brother of Sithw B. 
, Sirhan, convicted murderer of 

• Presidential candidate Robert 
- Kennedy, was wrested last 

night by a Lancaster * fused 
California Highway Patrolman 
i following a traffic accident on 
l tt* Angeles Crest (Highway 2) 
t tear Dawson Saddle. / 

* Saida! tab Bishare /rh& n, 38, 
1 Pasadena, was a pfsserTger to 
t a car driven fry Roland Pierre 
f Wen. & Pasadena, when ft 
] pfitnged to the bottom of a 200- 
t too: cliff oo the Crest. 

j t*un was arrested on assault 
■ Wi^li a dangerous weapon 

Charge after be threatened 



Patrolman David Ritenour with 
a baseball • sized rock. 

Sirhan was arrested oo drunk 
to a public place charges and 
was released at 4 e.m. alter 
five hours to the Antelope 
Valley Sheriff’s office JaiL 
Sirhan signed « promise to 
appear Nov. 4 at 10:30 a.m. to 
the Antelope Municipal Court. 

Sirhan was apparently a 
passenger to the car driven by 
Dion, the pair was reportedly 
traveling from Pasadena to ML 
Wilson when the vehicle left (be 
road and tart to toe bottom 
of the Oml' 

CHP repprti an the accident 



were not complete this morning, 
ton when Ritenour arrived no 
the scene at about 7; 45 ojxl 
D ion and Sirhan were b&de 

the road. I 

Ritenour reported that Sman todt( 
was very drunk and tmoble to *""* 
care lor himself. Be placed 
Sirhan under arrest and half • 
carried the ill pound m»?? to 
the patrol unit Ritenour seat 
fretted the handcuffed Sirhan 
toto the right front aeat at the 

tnlt , I[ 

Ritenour reported that Slffran 
began a stream of profanity 
that luted as hour and a naff 
nod tfcat Sirhan kicked the 
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totorior of toe patrol unit until 
he abut off toe car's radio, if . 
W°°. who Ritenour reported 
sober, threatened the officer 
{f would “waste" him, throw 
tom to the edge of tte road, 
take the patrol unit back 
to Pasadena. 

Won changed attitude rapidly, 
Ritenour itod. and wastato 
pleasant at timet and very 
P«4ane at others. if 

Won refused Ritenonffs offer 
"S (Me from the isolated area 

«tonouri| ton Orvid ^ 
Ritenour, H, riding as aa «6- 
•ereer, saw Dion pick up a rock 
end atari to return to the patrol 

W* father who called te bin 
to stop and drop On rock. > 
Dion continued knraad 
Ritenour who drew kto revolver 
“4 repeated the warning. Vhs> 
Dion tnntlwied, Ritaufrr ; 
talked ap a tow atopeaid 
puled out hit baton. HestaX ^ 
and Dion contend • 
toward him. Ritenour pushed 

him to the chest twice wStti 
baton then (truck Dion over the 'j 
w rock Mb troomJ i 
a* he Mu to toegrouwL J 



Ritenour called tor assistant* 
ancf a CHP sergeant andtwo 
•ffifen, three tocest servite 
wupi and two ahetii'e 
depfoet responded to the scene. 

Won was given sfz stitches 
at Antelope Valley Hospital to 
dote the cut to Ua head io- 
fUcted fay the baton. He was 
hooked at toe sheriff's station 
at 11:10 p.m. for felony assault 
(to a peat* officer. 

Won mid Oat ha was to. 
lending to throw the lock 
through too wtodaUeM of toe 
patrol car. ( 

Iks Sirhan’s possession id He 
-h^ktoO procedures was a copy 
af the Mate’* penal code. 
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Thomson tells attr 
The Quest for Truth - 



CPS|t®r !4 Bole FuMh ful Bruin 
reader* wtU not have To be re- , 
minded that George C. TOnm- ; 
gj n in m mi5ged5v3 
'who has spot several years in- 
vestigating the alleged aseassl- 
bastions of John Kennedy and 
Ih so-calkd brother Robert The 
.season Is simple. The Summer 
»mln published a provocative 
greets cf the dark discoveries 
-made by Mr. Thomson. Now, 
h a Dally Brats exclusive, the 
an expurgated version of Mr. 
Thomson's "Quest for Truth" 
.sees the light of day la print 
jj£sr the first flat.) 

? Welcome to "The Quest Tor 
TYuLh,” the fully documented true 
story of the assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy, and pre- 
senting Southern California's 



Question: It has certai nly turne d 
an Intereating subject 
and you have gone to great 
lengths to bring out the full facts 
of the case Now, what Is the 
key to the solution of the pro- 
blem of the windshield bulla? 
Answer: Yes, well up until Oct. 
2 , 1964, all I had was a vast 
array of information that got* 



,’gla the program tonight, how 
laid you become Interested in the 
: John F. Kennedy assassination? 

* A .... - — - ttr.n u a_ jL . . _ _ 



.Answer: Well, ll Is rather pe- 
culiar, andmoreofacotacidenc*. 
) I am a graduate of the Uni- 
T vertlty of California and I have 
£my own consulting engineering 
? practice, hi November, 1663, 
£ I bad tickets for the traditional 
; game between Stanford andCat 
; tforala. And on that Friday, 
- Nov. S3, 1963, much to my 
; dismay, I heard on the radio 
^ that President Kennedy had been 
f assassinated. • 

1 subsequently found out that 
the tickets to the game had been 
~ cancelled. Nevertheless, we sol 



and watched this extravagama 
on the 1 devision instead of going 
lo the gome. 

I was convinced that the thing 
was mathematically Impossible 
for the events that happened not 
to be iNerrel sled wtth each other. 
So from that time on, I had 
a big box In my bedroom into 
which (threw all dippings, think- 
ing that one day k might hdp 
me figure out what the truth 



Increasingly more confusing. 
But on Chat date, my wife was 
to Palm Springs ana I bought 
a couple of magazines. This was 
the date that the Warren Com- 
mission conclusions were pub- 
lished. 

1 started by trial and error, 
which Is a mathematical pro- 
cess, to establish where the bul- 
lets came from because this seem- 
ad .-to be a big myste ry as far 
as the whole crime wa* concerned./ 

Well. I o bserved, afti g sittin g 
up mosT of the night, much to 
my dismay and excitement, that 
the only way that the windshield 
bullet could have been effected 
was for the bullet to have come 
from the side because the front 
windshield and the rear wind- 
shield separating the driver from 
the occupants in the car were 
bullet-resistant windshields. 

If the bullet bad come from 
[ either the bridge or Depository 
1 Building H would first have to 
have shattered the windshield. 
So I drew a rough line, not 
knowing whether It was SO feet 
or 300 feet away, and then by 
carefully inspecting the position 
of the heads of the people who 
, were injured as to whether they 

t -j i i , i 



sidewise, 1 was able to effect 
■ similar line for what was term- 
to the “throat bulla? n 




(ladieata paq«, him of 
Mvipopci, city and ■tala.) 
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Drawing that line * to art i n- 
tersectiongave me a rough point 
of reference 11 to where the bul* 
lets originated. Surprisingly 
enough, 1 made the test on 
all the other wounds and, ne- 
glecting the testimony of the 
sounds of the bullets, but Just 
going to the wounds that were 
inflicted, I found that each one 
«tt these ■bullets would.. have In- 
tersected roughly at a poTnf, hit 
o ver bv th e Deposit or \LBulldln g 
but across from the Depository 
Building about five feet back 
bom the curb. 

Well, I was sufficiently versed 
In mathematics to know that 
you can’t get a series of four 
independent Una coincidentally 
intersecting at a common point 
and not know that this was where 
the bullets should have origi- 
nated. 

Well, from that poll* I went 
to the published pictures. Lo 
and behold, 1 found a man wUh 
his arm extended, dressed in 
a black overcoat and a black, 
what looked like a, Homburg 
hat In the act of shooting at 
the motorcade. 

Well, this was the start of what 
I termed at that point. The Quest 
For Truth. Ana believe me, It 
baa certainly been a quest. 
Question; I think It has been 
very Interesting and certainly 
wonderful for someone to take 
the time to look Into this 
thoroughly because It seems that 



After st udying the t estimony 
of the secret Service agents who 
were riding in the security cars, 
of not only the President but 
the Vie* President, I found that 
without exception all of these 
men testified that a firecracker 
was discharged almost simul- 
taneously with the impact of the 
bullet In fact, I found the tes- 
timony of one Secret Service 
agent a man by the name of 
Agent Taylor, stated that he ac- 
tually saw a firecracker on the 
ground. A woman byatander tes- 
tified that she also saw a fire- 
cracker on the ground. 



research. ha* discov ered thfll 
president” Kennedy wasn’t in the 
car at the time of the so-called 
assassination of President Ki.it- 

nedy. 

Answer*. Mow the fact that Presi- 
dent Kennedy was not in the car 
was the result of on entirely 
unexpected development 1 made 
a radio broadcast at the cour- 
tesy of Mr. Tom Duggan ond f 
brought out the facia l have 
Just stated; that there was a con- 
spiracy and 1 concluded that 
there was a counter-plot at the 
time of the assassination which 

1 con- 



many people have concealed • 
many facts on the full explana- ' 
don of the Kennedy assassins- ' 
doc. Now, Briefly, what hap- 
pened at Houston and Bm in 
D allas. Te xas on t he day o f 
the wsasimattoo? 

Wdl, farther 



b rought ti p a very sUrilingjofr-' 



servatkon. And that Is this . 
when the Warren Commission 
Report was published, which la 
an 888-page of conclusions, there 
was also announced that these 
was 26 volumes of doee testi- 
mony and exhibits that supple- 
mented the conclusions. I sent 
to Washington to the Washing- 
ton Printing Office for ’a copy 
and sent In my check (I think 
It was for $72.00). This is the 
most exciting and moat histori- 
es] place of written material that 
has swwJmib produ ced In thi s 
country In the last Iw years. ‘ 



_ Involved Oswald, who 

A study of t he famo us Aitgen s duded was a secret agent of the 
HXograph indicates that the .federal government and had ac- 
tually discharged the firecracker 



pbotograp! 
firecracker U actually wWblain 
ttiS pWfbgraph. You can see 
two white streaks of light that 
are between the car and a figure 
that closely resembles Mr. (fe- 
wald standing on the threshhold 
of the Depository Building. 

So these Secret Service agents 
who are trained to tell the dif- 



in order to simulate an assas- 
sination and catch the people 
who were responsible for (he 
attempt. Well, Mr. Duggan was 
adamant and he told me on the 
radio that this was absolutely 
nonsense because the President 
wouldn’t allow himself and his 



ference between caliber of bul- * to go down the street with 
lets certainly wouldn’t come to ‘t he bubbl e-top off and frf sub-, 
the conclusion that a firecracker , jected to a possible assassins- 
was discharged, and so irtate # .. „ _ _ 

in their testimony before the Com- ■ tion if he_and the Secre t. Service 
mission unless they were fully knew that such an assassmauon 

was planned. Well, this I could 
understand was the truth . . , 
that Mr. Duggan was stating 
the truth . . . and I knew that 
I was stating the truth . . . and 
it developed into a search to see 
tf the actual understanding that 
these two basic truths could be 
reconciled. Well, ! found, ama- 
zingly enough, there was sup- 
porting evidence to the effect that 
President Kennedy was not in 
the car. 

Now this amazing develop- 
ment has ted Into a labyrinth 
of other conclusions and it 
reaches into the highest annals 
of the government; ft touches 
on all sorts of phillsophkol and 
aspects; it Is indeed a 



convinced that this was a fact 
Question: Well, then your basic 
conclusions are then, of course , . 

Answer: Well, the basic conclu- 
sions are quite obvious. At least 
two firm conclusions can be 
drawn at the time of this in- 
vestigation, meaning my Inves- 
tigation and that was; that Os- 
wald certainly didn't shoot the 
President and second, the evi- 
dence of the firecracker Indicates 
thyi there was a conspiracy. 

Question; I believe you have 
proved this conclusively in the 
evidence you presented to me. 

1 can see by the many docu- 
ments you have In front of you 
fa st much o f the pro of Is tee , on all so 
Nov I Understand that luithtr— religious 



shocking discovery. 

Question: Well, 1 would like to 
ask you one question. Have you 
presented (his to the government 
figures Involved? 

Answer: Yes, and this is all set 
forth In my book, "The Quest 
For Truth,” as my effort to 
get some responsible government 

officlinir like this thlnfT53~~ 
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c lean it u p because 1 saw il ai 
a danger to our life, TnT!iP7?r 
to our historical democratic Jjfo- 
ceases and everything people 1 
have been fighiing Tor in this 
country through all of the wars 1 
up to* date. J 

Question: WdU 1 have seen some i 
of the documents that ore re- ' 
plicas of the original requests | 
that you have sent to different ' 
people just asking their infor- 
mation or maybe their affirma- 
tion of your conclusions and it 
seems that most of them shrug 
it off os unimportant or attempt 
to bypass the actual answering 
of the question. 

Answer Well, 1 fdt that each 
time this matter came up I’d 
search my conscience toseewhat 
was the proper thing to do and, 
of course, on Oct 2 when 1 
found the basic answer to this 
thing, the next day 1 called the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
In Washington long distance and 
gave them the essence of what 
1 had found. About two or three 
day6 later, an agent of the FBI 
c ame into my office a nd 1 show ed 
turn all my documents aha he 



went .wav thoroughly c onch nv^f 
that what 1 had was the absolute 
truth. 

Queution: And what did he do 
to tn.V.e cure of the situation . . . 
After being convinced? 

Answer Tiiis is a very disturbing 
thing and it is perplexing. Ar.el 
il has only bi-en recently 1 1. licve 
) have found the reason for the- 
seaming inaction by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Question: Well, what is the rea- 
son? 

Answer. Well, I tiunk the reason 
is that the problem is so vast, 
so absolutely vast, that ;i isn’t 
something . . , that the simple 
thing to do is to go cut ar.d 
arrest the people and put their, in 
jail and try them . . , but I’m 
finding out it is much rr.orecom- 
plicated than that. Our judicial 
■s yste m, our ex ecu live sys: cm and 
our legislative system are so in- 
volved in this terrible thing that 
it is not a simple matter of ar- 
resting somebody for a crime as 
you would normally expect in 
our country, for such steps to 
be taken 

Question: It seems that the easy 
thing to do, as for as thegovern- 
ment is concerned or the people 
who are involved, would be to 
look at the facts and t o make a 
<l&BSfe tf.-ci.sion and give you an , 



:»r> r, "Yi." or 

v. r-.ihvr faw!-. j:.- _ . - 

correct. 

Akm m TM... af c.ii.ve. . -- 

U . . ’ . ir 

I s.:it this : ...a-ri.d tu 
f L f .% to ftk'.Uv 1 ,l ..i , t, 

c.V.ii.ds; ! u*\-. : _ 
t'narh.' u-. t’.i. ■" 

a-.-. pk: V. Chu.vr. hi v* 
i:e *.1' J ; a i aavut.-.-n. 

y-M l...'.>rv hi? »ad Jxni-a: « 
L-gged Mr. Thant, trie Hvi-.u of 
the t 'run-d Nations for uasUtatV--- 
in this thing, and nuW I f.nu 
my? :lf to the point where I have 
to go on my ow n radio program 
expending cr.y o> n fund? in or- 
der to btir.gd-jsmasiivcfra.ito 
the attention of the American 
people. 

Question; Well, 1 think it is a 
very good idea. I think you 
should present this to the Amer- 
ican pjople and let them make 
their own decisions as to ih; hurts 
in the cafe ar.d the many fling* 
that have been covered up. 
Answer: At this time 1 would 
like to get into some of the latest 
developments that we have found 
in thus conspiracy. .As 1 have 
stated, John F. Kennedy was no: 
In the -car and, consequently, 
was not killed or. that date. Curi- 
ously enough, I found In my re- 
search a very reputable maga- 
zine from New York which car- 
ried a story that someone hud 
secretly made a tape from whuch 
Earl Warren had stated to some 
news reporters that President 
Kennedy, contrary t o_ reports , 
had dieccf natural causcsT ~ M ’ 
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Wvesiigator-docvmentsrian Theo- 
In* Chtndi li hunting down 
dues regarding the whereabout* 
W the loeailed "Albuquerque 
btman” in the Bobby Kennedy M- 
peeinatios mystery. 
fThe Free Press teemed «clu- 
fevdy that an unidentified assas- 
Baatkm witness calHd Beverly 
Kile attorney Godfrey Isaac dur- 
l( the "witch bant" against Dr. 
hooves T. Noguchi, the chief Loa 
ngelea County medical examiner 
ad coroner, whose a vie job was 
instated alter the bizarre charg- 
> against him dealing with the 
mator Robert F. Kennedy autop- 

B i dropped during the Nogu- 
uingi. This witness was 
ss "Albuquerque" and ex- 
vital information and evid- 
Bdal to the Bobby Kennedy 
pantry execution. Under 
s fear and intimidation , the 
*saac office offered the "Albu- 
woman" alleviation by 

K aend for bar testimony 
arrangements, 
rheodore Charach has 
to the "Albuquerque 
o contact him inunedi- 
rriting details, address 
number currently to th^ 
• office, 7013 Beverly 
Lae Angeles, Calif or- 
ich has raqueeted wit- 
[oaaee with information, aow tie 
tmony and photographs relevant 
[■the RF-K. aasaaeinatkm to write 
[ W o r sti ng interview appointment* 



{Mount Clipping la Space Below) 



jynd filmed evidence, wil Lbe chan - 
neled into computer analysis for' 
research and factual accounting of 
the Bobby Kennedy tragedy, the 
story of Sirhsn and the involvement 
of other conspiratorial operatives- 
Editor Ed Berkeley will supervise 
the R.F.K. operation, augmented 
by J.F.K. investigator Richard E. 
Sprague, whose extensive photo . 
analysis of the Dallas conspiracy ■ 
in a the elimination of President : , 
Kennedy received widespread ac* ‘ 
claim in the May and July issues, 
of Computers maga zin e. When 
Sprague congratulated Charach on 
bis 26- month research and docu- ; 
mentary of the R.FJC. assaasina- . 
tion, Eastern facilities for film ' 
and photographic scientific an- 
alysis were offered. Charach will 
make sped ml Journeys to New 
York and Washington, under the 
auspices of the National Commit* 
,tee to Investigate Assassination, 
coordinating the findings in the a s> 
mate [nations of J-FJC-, M-L-ttf 
/ndlLF.K. •; 

' The international press has earn- ’ 
mitted itself to coverage of the new 
Charach revelations— breaking At 
domestic suppression on policy— 
Nrith the London Telegraph Wading 
off in a feature story July 26 by 
Los Angeles correspondent Gloria 
Geale, releases in Australia's 
Truth Tabloids, broadcasts by 
Gerard Alcan over Europe One, and 
the extraordinary interviews with 
Karl Uecker, corroborating Char 
ach's audio-visual material in the 
{German press filed from Hamburg 




I fading in the caaa 
1 It is also announced that Core 
[dm and AmtcmtUkm, As arise- , 
Hie and technical msgsrins based f 

fa Oriobad 



4 Newton villa, Mua, fa Oriobau 
| til feature a spatial cemgnfaan- 
; n report of the Theodors Char 
; Ajeobe. Charach's ela borate die - , 
•varies, lor which he Baa taped 
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Undercover Agent Led 
to Kennedy Drug Count 



BARNSTABLE, - Uus. 
(UPI) — The taxi driver 
who took Robert F. Ken- 
nedy Jr. to retrieve a pet 
taleon July 10 vu an un- 
dercover narcotic* agent 
whose actions led to the 
arrest of the boy and his 
cousin Robert argent 
Shriver III on marijuana 
charges that night, it was 
learned Friday. 

UPI also learned the two 
youths will be leaving the 
Kennedy compound on 
Nantucket Sound 'as toon 
as possible* to spend time 
with relatives. 

Kennedy, son of the a*, 
saasinated New Tork sena- 
tor, will return to McLean, 
Vi, while young Shriver, 
Kennedy’s cousin and ton 
of the former ambassador 
to Fran ce, wi ll go to New 
York, a fSnrtfyTfturce said. 

Kennedy's pet falcon es- 



caped July g and the boy 
broke his right wrist fall- 
ing from a tree when he 
tried to retrieve him. The 
bird was captured two 
days later in Coha Met, 
about GO mites across Cape 
Cod Bay, near Boston. 

Young Kennedy took a 
taxi to Cohasset to recover 
the bird that day, the 10th. 
The taxi driver 'was defi- 
nitely an undercover 
agent* Investigating the 
rise of narcotics use on 
Cape Cod, a police source 
said. He declined to identi- 



whleh he helped in Ota »*- 
rests. 

The names of the two 
youths were taken by au- 
thorities the night of the 
10th in a drug raid in 
Hyannis Port hut not tn 
the family compound. The 
Incident was not revealed . 
until Wednesday, a day af- 
ter the boya were served 
with Juvenile warrants 
charging them with Illegal 
possession of marijuana 
and conspiracy to violate 
the state drug laws. | 

They appeared Thurs- 
day in the Juvenile session 
of district court and re- 
ceived a stern lecture from 
the judge, who continued 
their case along with those 
of 100 other juveniles — all 
reportedly first offenders, 
like Kennedy and Shriver 



fy the driver-agent or f!T- “for a year without find- 
borate on the way in ing. 
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J.57 Halls Sirhan s 
Mother on Trip fo 
Appeal for Hostages 



(Mount Clipping In Space Batata) 
State Departmen t said an 
, alien may be prevented 
from leaving cr entering 
the country for the came 
reasons. 

7 It was understood that : 
jthe State Department be- j 
lived delicate negotiations ) 
involving four other na- . 
itior- might be imperiled 
iby Mrs. Sirhan’s Journey, j 
WcKUsack, who is now 



«d C?aS£eI ?MWER S ** “5 Sirhan’s journey. 

^ 1W , Wm#ri McKissacfc, who is now 

The State Department Tuesday Sirhan’s appeal 

docked Mary Sirhan'g trip to Am- the death sentence, said 
nan. Jordan, where, she said, she the party plans to return 
Hoped to talk Palestinian guerrillas to Los Angeles today, 
into releasing hwtages held on two Mrs. sirhan made the 
hijacked airliners. dec ision to take the trip 

! Mr*. Sirhan, mother nf the a**a*5n tuddenly. 
rf Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, left 1/* «j Wfls jhocked to hear 
Angeles Tuesday morning, announc- that they would take hu- 
!ng that she would discuss a pur- man lives,* she said of the 
ported guerrilla demand— later rie- fy-gt reports that Sirhan 
Hied — that her condemned son, Sir- and Arab prisoners in oth* 
han Bishara Sirhan, be released from er nations had been named 
San Quentin Prison's Death Row in as ransom for the bosta- 
texchange for the prisoners. <ges, who, guerrillas said. 

But when Mrs. Sirhan, accompa- .would be killed if the *ran- 
bied by Los Angeles attorney Luke som* were not forfeited. 
WcKissack and his investigator, Mi- Mrs. Sirhan, McKissack 
ehael McCowan, arrived at Kennedy and McCowan had been 
Airport in New York, her party was scheduled to leave Los An- 
met by State Department officials, geles about 8:45 a.m» via 
The officials halted the trio’s flight Trans World Airlines, but 
to Athens, which would have been were delayed about an 
the second leg of their trip to the hour while TWA officials 
^Jordanian capital. took extra security pre- 

■■ Mrs. Sirhan wept bitterly and Me- cautions, including a 
Kifsack charged the Slate Depart- bomb check. One of the hi- 
ment with a ■dastardly action with- jacked airliners now held 
out legal foundation." „ injhe Jordaniandesert is 

In Washington, a State Depart- * TWA Boeing 707. 
merit spokesman said the passports Mr*. Sirhan, MeKiasacfc 
of McKissack and McCowan were re- *"d MeCowan flew to New 
voked. The spokesman said the secre- York, where they were to 
tary of state may revoke the pass- meet Adel Sirhan, 31, the 
port of any U.S. citizen if he deems third of Mrs. SJihan's five 
their activity abroad 'would be pre- sons, and go to Amman, 
judicial to the foreign policy of t he Ad el Dew to New York 
United States government* in. Tuesday to 

Mrs. Sirhan, who is an aliened nnt «P passport jltfficut 
have her passport revoked, but per- 
mission f or her trip was de nied. The. 



er nations had been named 
as ransom for the hosts- 
'ges, who, guerrillas said, 
would be killed if the ■ran- 
som* were not forfeited. 

Mrs. Sirhan, McKissack 
and McCowan had been 
scheduled to leave Los An- 
geles about 8:45 a.m. via 
Trans World Airlines, but 
were delayed about an 
hour while TWA officials 
took extra security pre- 
cautions, including a 
bomb check. One of the hi- 
jacked airliners now held 



Ur*. Sirhan, McKissack 
and MeCowan flew to New 
York, where they were to 
meet Adel Sirhan, 31, the 
third of Mrs. Sirhan's five 
sons, and go to Amman. 

Adel Dew to New York 



h- 
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ties, McCowan Bald. The 
Sirhansf though Pasadena 
residents for more than 13 
years, are Jordanians and 
classified as resident 
aliens. 

Mrs. Sirhan was accom- 
panied to the airport by 
her youngest Bon, Munir, 
21, who said his mother 
made up her mind to go to 
Amman Monday, after 
first hearing that the guer- 
* rillas were demanding Sir- 
han's retease. * — 

He said Mrs, Sirhan told 
him, in Arabic: *1 will go 
to the far corners of the 
earth to find peace * 

Asked before her depar- 
ture why she had decided 
on the venture, Mrs. Sir- 
han had said, *1 am like 
the rest of the people. I’m 
tired of war, l‘m tired of 
fighting, I'm tired of kill- 
ing and bloodshed. We 
must have peace.* 

Asked then who was fin- 
ancing the trip, McKissack 
had said he hoped to ex- 
plore the possibility of do- 
ing a profitable television 
program when the venture 
is finished. He also sug- 
gested that TWA might be 
trilling to help with the 
expenses, since it owns 
one of the hijacked pl anes. 

McKissack had said the 
purpose of the trip was 
three-fold: 'First, we want 
to find out if the demand 
for Sirhan's release was 
genuine. Then we want to 
interview the passenger* 
and find out their condi- 
tion and their desires. Am) 
also, lias. Sirhan waste to 
make an earnest plea that 
no Mood be abed or Uvea 
fast* w 

McCowan said Sirhan — 
whose first words after 
shooting Kennedy on June. 



J96S, were T did H for extraction and 



my country*— has become 
a national hero to the Pop- 
ular Front of the Libera-, 
tion of Palestine. 

It was a PFLP guerrilla j 
spokesman in Beirut,] 
Lebanon, who first voiced 
the demand for Sirhan’s 
release. The PFLP com- 
mand in Amman later de- 
nied, however, that Sirhan 
part of the package. 
At first report of the de- [ 
Wand Monday, Long 
Beach attorney George 
Shibley, part of Sirhan’s 
defense team and himself 
of Lebanese backgrou nd, 
[flew to Beirut to invest!-" 
gate. 



prcrArab causes. 

Tuesday's spur-of-the- 
moment flight from Pa- 
sadena was not Mrs. Sir- 
han’s first such impromp- 
tu peace mission. , 

La st 'October she flew, 
with little notice and no 
invdtaUon.to^ew_^AJ*^ 
hopes of addressing the 
U.S. General Assembly on 
behalf of world peace. 

She was disappointed In 
that aim, but instead was 
given a 15-minute Inter- 
view with Under Secreta- 
ry for General Assembly 
Affaire Constantin Stavro- 



poulous. 



Later the PFLP denial 
w as issue d, but Mrs. Sir - 

ban, without hearing 
further from Shibley, 
made up her mind to go 
anyway. 

At San Quentin, Assis- 
tant Warden James Park 
'said Sirhan had beard of 
his mother's mission on 
the radio, but expressed 
no particular reaction, 

— »The suggestion that Sir- 
han might one day be ex- 
changed for Palestinian 
hostages was first made 
more than one year ago. 
near the conclusion of his 
trial. * 

Then -defense attorney 
Russell Persona said Sir- 
han had hinted it the poo- 

S and it was also dla- 
in a limited way by 
attorney. A bd ag n 
Jabare, also of Lebanese, 
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NAMED IN HIJACKING— Leila Kholed, 25, identified by police 
ot the femole accomplice in the bloody hi jock attempt over 
England, hod o gun dose Ot hand in this recent picture. She is 
the Pa|e stine Liberotion Movement's best known ex ponent o f 
"Women'* Lib.". She was overpowered in the hijock ottempt. 
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Sirhan's Flight to Jordan in 

, >*•“ 1 

Delayed by Bomb Search fS 



passengers Aboard t he two op - 
airliners. ' ' 

Yesterday, MeKissacfc *»M 
.that Mrs- Sirhan favored me re- 
lease of her *ob to towrt the 
[well-being of both Sirhan end 
[the hostages. 

i When guerrilla leaden later 
Waled the Siifran demand, Mrt 



Sirhao B, Siritan'i mother 
Dew to Amman, Jordan, today 
to meet with Palestinian guer- 
riHai ever reports that they 
have demanded her ton's free- 
torn. Her giant 747 jetliner was 
delayed more than an boor at 
Los Angeles International Air- 
port for a bomb search. 

The Trans World Airline plane 
fifted from the runway at Id 
a.tn., bound for the Mideast aft- 
er passengers and luggage wen 
thoroughly checked. 

The plane was scheduled to 1 
leave tt 8:45 a.m. TWA officials 
did that the wave of hijackings 
to the Mideast prompted a “pos- 
fHy baggage search." 



Each passenger boarding the - sengers and two jet planes JTirtian was ^avaMbie c°*?‘ 
plane wJT5sk?d to pause on a McKissack was optimistic about meat ^ 
metal detecting device. Jthe journey. tears earlier at a news com 

Mrs Mary Sirhao and her The lawyer told newsmen that «*«■ 
son Munir, boarded Flight 100 be and Mrs. Sirhan "have re* Mc&ssack swd ^ “ 

!£ no comment to siting son to believe the authenticate oftoa during .the SWjn 
newsmen at the airport of the report that Palestinian trial, Geor^Shihtey^d Gown 

who guerrillas have demanded , the, to B eirut when reports of toe 
Atty. Luke McKissack wn° 6 SirhaBL » demand for Sirhan'* release be- 

reprosems the «jy«r-old con- ^ ^ w mgM circulating yesterday. 

I lc '^ assassm ■ going there for is to determine sirhan previously had ex- 

T ?S£& Sow JZZe* «r Sirhan's release is, in F S*d betWtoat he wffl be 

t£ SirtLs on their St to flcl » « bssue," McKissack said] freed through aome aort of prfa- 
toe Sirbans on their mgm w Hp ^ ^ m that it oner exchange. . . 

While leaders of the Popular 

Front for the Liberation of Pal- * <Sealh sentence to consider 

: Sn « TSMSt Sir- 

part of « exchange for 180 pas- 

no lives. 

The attorney said that be has 
had no contact with leaders, of 
toe Popular Front, and toe trip 
to the Mideast is to no way 
linked with efforts of toe OX 
State Department to free Amer- 
icans seized as hostages by toe 
plane hijackers. 

An Arab guerrilla In Beirut, 

Lebanon, yesterda y reporte d 

the release of Sirhan, on Death 
Row since Hay «, IKS, as a 

ccmdition f or the safe return of 
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U.S. BANS MRS. SIRHAKTS 
TRIP TO SEE GUERRILLAS 



•' P- 

* Is 



NEW YORK (AP) - Mary 
Strhuj called off a fanned trip 
a Jordan Tuesday eight when 
he U.S. State Department re- 
poked travel papers for ber and 
an lawyers accompanying ber 
■ the trip. 

Today Urn. Slrhan issued a 
iea to Arab guerrillas in her 
■live Jordan today to free 
heir llo airplane hostages be- 
a use it "is in our blood to fx- 
fin and release." 

Mrs. Strban said at a news 
inference at Kennedy Interna' 
tonal Airport she hoped ner dis- 
ance from the guerrillas would 
art "weaken my message." 
Mrs. firtan arid she planned 

• return to Los Angeles Thurs- 

Mrs. Sirhan said although 
lost like any mother,", she 
mold like amnesty tor her see 
Me wanted to meet the guer- 
illas in Amman for bumani- 
wrian reasons. 

\ *1 would plead to them, ‘Don’t 
‘erget you are an Arab and 
loft forget the earlier times 
wfore I«rael-lhis is in our Mood 
;• forgive and release, 1 ** she 
.aid. 

t 

* Mrs. Sirhan, mother of Strban 
' }. Sirhan, convicted assassin of 
ten. Robert. F. Kennedy said 
,<be wanted to talk with Arab 
juerriDu. 

A State Department spokes- 
man, confirming the revocation, 
mid "it was thought lu-tbe trip 
-would be prejudicial to V.S. 
nterests” while n eg otiations 
me continuing fx the release 
4 178 airline passengers being 
tetained to Jordan by Palestini- 
ia guerrillas. 



1 "It was being done at a time 
when the most serious negotia- 
tions were going on.” he said.; 
/‘Our central concern is thej 
safety and return of all the peo-! 
pie aboard the planes." I 
The spokesman said the twoi 
lawyers’ passports were or- 
dered revoked and Mrs. Sirhan,, 
an alien not carrying a full-; 
Hedged Jordanian passport, was 
Included in the order. ) 

Luke McKissack, her attor- 
ney, and an investigative tide,. 
!Mike McGowan, said their pass- 
ports were canceled upon arriv- 
al at Kennedy Airport from Los 
Angeles Tuesday night Mc- 
Kissack called it "a dastardly 
action without legal founda- 
tion." 

Appearing with them at an 
airport news conference, Mrs. 
Sirhan .s aid . .repea tedly, "jy c 
need to understand each other.”, 
‘The (Palestinian) guerrillas 
have no houses, » homes. They 
have been tormented fx fi 
years. Their beds are the 
ground," she said. f 

The projected trip to Amman 
was arranged toDowing a report] 
that Sirbafs freedom wasi 
among stipulations made fx the] 
release of the Jetliner passen-, 
gers is Jordan Later, however, 
the Popular Front fx the Liber-, 
itton of Palestine denied this. { 
A yoang Palestinian Arab ref- 
ugee, Sirhan has beta in the Saf 
Quentin prison death row since' 
Us conviction last year of the* 
IMS assassination. Sirhan said 
he shot Kennedy because the 
senator advocated the tale of 
American Jet bombers to 
Israel — in Slraan’s words, “A 
friend of my enemy is my ene- 
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a the American t;Atem of juris- I 
rodent* a man it to lw considered 
inot-ent until proven guilty “be- 
ond any reasonable doubt." Ac- 
ceding to that maxim. Sirhnn Sir- 
inn should be considered innocent 
ntil the witness testimony and 
tidptt unearthed in tnc Jl iieff^pjre 
jh orach probe is fully tested in 
a owrt of Jaw. Charachs finding 
lavs cast more than a reason- 
Me douU on Sirhan’* guilt as the 
Swdercr of Robert Kennedy. 

- That Sirhan Sirhan could be 
considered innocent while held in 
dtiud aotilary confinement on 
Ian Quentin’s death row should be 
font page news. And it u-oi in* 
jfcr June 12 Free Pw», but not 
ir the remainder of the press and 
«oat of the other news media- They 
we attinp on one of the major 
jews tiorim of (he decade and 
Mt being rejvatcdly scooped by the 
."’andentroond” Frtt Prrtv. And 
art accidental'!? so. 

After this issue became a very 
personal one to me when my wife 
-.was attacked Saturday. June 27. by 
itao intruders demon dine inior- 
^nation in the case (see the July 
$3 Frtt PresiX I personally lele- 
phoned the city desks, assignment 
•ditors or news directors of every 
‘major local newspaper and TV 
; Motion, and many of the large radio 
[stations as well. Except for a few 
, outlets, such as KHJ radio, my 
? appeals for coverage to hum ore. 

« rent a recurrence of such v *v«v net 
by exposing it to the people were 
- ignored ox suppressed. Since I 
’was told that City News Scr-ice 
•wved as the new* d earing house 
for almost all local media except 
the newspaper*, I spok* to them on 
SjUhdnp tll.wt of the midi^Lcalit^ 
asked if City News Service had the 



The press ind media were inVtlea 
to our home Monday ov awn to 
receive the details of the incident 
and ace the cuts on my wife's 
face and the bloodstains from those 
- cut*. One reporter for the Holly- 
Rood Citizen Newt showed up. 
The Citizen Newt didn’t run her 
rtiVr r ' 



(Mount Clipping In Spec* BdUw) 

1 I tic-oar 1 ctilivd Mr. Eric Schu- ~ 

A-w cntuunl Editor of. fitly 

News Service, asking him why he 
hadn't released the item. I pleaded 
with him in d<> so for our protection 
(for by now I whs very angry- and ev- 
en more shaken by the whole thine). 

He said that he had serious reser- 
vations about the credibility of 
nnyttiing related to Chorac'n's in- 
vestigation (even if samebady is 
choked and cut because of it) *nd 
he was waiting for a report from 
the North Hollywood police in our 
east (Schuman. s former KN’XT 
employee, had earlier put a freeze 
on «ti items minting to the prebi—- 
including the newt of the original 
lawsuit.) 

Evidently the report was favor- 
able because on Wednesday, KH-J- 
TV aent out a crew, as a result 
of picking up the item front City 
News Service, and filmed an inter- 
view with toy wife and myself. The 
interview- was shown on ihr Baxter 
Ward news that nijrht and again the 
next day on the Channel f> morning 
new*. Tiie imervirwins icp-'rvr 
ssid he t!:«'\ircht it likely that Chan- 
nel 9 Tempo would contact as for 
an in-dtpth TV interview. They 
haven't Neither ims anyone else. 
Either it was by then too late to 
be newsworthy or— Meanwhile, 
we are still sleeping uneasily (al- 
though the police htvt been 
watching the house); my wife is 
still being followed when she leaves 
alone; two car* cruised end parked 
in front of our hours at length 
fiiis past week (v.'e got the bcer.se 
number of oner, and the Fret 
Press is still the only game 
in town for repotting what is 
going on. 

It should not be aoid that others 
aren’t at ill interested. The Los 
Angela* lime* hat said it is doing 
a thorough investigation of our 
situation and of Chat itch’s asser- 
tions. However, while they did say 
the police had on "unusual curio- 
sity” about osir aue, they have os 
yet printed nothing. And CB5 news 
producer _Peter NAw has found 
time to "contact Sirhan appeals 
attorney Luke McKjuack and others 
on several occasion in order to 
“clarify” what happened in the 
Amh*«*ad»r pantry on June 5, ' 
1259. iVrhap* lti* Action was in 
order that any open minds might 
not be anduly prejudiced by the 
witscca testimony in Chatach's 
o*)h->. uooch of which was crans- 
criU-u in the July 3 Frttp) or 
Kjhiti Q?e testimony m,igm npt 
"onflirt with his own Ihwrin and 
jeir (.'• .^semination 
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As _ the f w /frc* *, n-y..v e 
lk*t week. KTLAt iki-in K.,, 
Dorian show (or whirh Chnrsfh. 
TWr4 Sirhan and ourwivn or. fin- 
ally appeared the nch*. afw the 
attack took placet cancelled our re- 
turn appearance scheduled for July 
16. In vie* of th>», and of the im- 
port an’, announcements Mrv Sir. 
Kan will nuke at a new* ccnftrecce 



later this vwk. we fell an aiurnav 
forum waa called for 




Saturday. July 2J>. TV Echo 
Park Comnriaajon on law and Order 
•ill provide an opportunity for the 
cancelled Robert K_ Dorr. An 
segment to take place wither 
Rgbcjt K. Dortian, hiL_V« aus- 
pices or any mysterious ouu.ee 
pressure-*. We will even invite ex- 
chief Tom Red din. who was ac- 
vited by KTLA attorney* not to 
appear on .the Dorr.an ahow V 
cause whatever he said might be 
U*«d ageinst him if a new trial 
were opened, according to Daman's 
producer Mike Casey. 

The press will fdeo be invited 
U> hear Mn. Stthan, Mr. Cha nzh 
and other witnesses tL-ruvs the 
case and listen to some of Chararxs 
recorded evidence. Also pree.st 
will be Jeff print CoarintJttaj 
News reporter vhth Chinch at 
the Ambassador, who recorded the 
actual assassination and the sub- 
sequent in urviews cf eyewitr.es* 
Donald ijrbujnan who claimed then 
Tas ven -c2f t)y a J«ty Dumj.ty 
newcast that nigh:* end coe* 
now (despite ieverr p.>«rty« to 
recant) that a security guard fred 
and hit HFK. 

This benefit rally and bcaru.g 
of evidence *will take place at 
p.m. at the Rep-jhVda Uni- 
tarian Univenalist focir.y Church, 
which you'll re member ti the rite 
of Chicago Seven Attorney Wil- 
liam Kun*der's appearance earner 
this year (see the Calendar sec- 
tion for detailsi. 

At the rally, the Echo Park Com- 
mission will announce further plans 
for its March on Washington set 
for Nov. 22 of this year to eetnutd 
new, honest and open investigations 
of the American political assas- 
sination* of Ihe IftiO*. Photogra- 
phic evidence dealing with the JTK 
conspiracy and ns coverup wUl 
also be presented and items of 
evidence ~*D he made available 
to the public. 

It is often asked, 'Run. (hi* is 
important, but what can I do?" 
Visit us and we'll give you acme 
ample but very effective-- and 
P H t»« n l idra*. it i* r.«t impos- 
sible unless we continue'TFTfTiSc 
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Mary Sirhan 
joins hunt for 
RFK assassin 



IVAN DRYER 

Ihia Friday, June 28th, |lt t 
Kory Sirijun will join RFK imm- 
einafion 1 reapattber Theodore 
CharJeh for ■ TV ohow toping *t 
•Ben Ac will oak for a new trial 
for her aun (now on S«n Quentin 
Death Rcwf, baaed on Charach’a 
recent announeementa on the cue. 
The taping, for the Robert K. Dor- 
nan ihow, will be held at the KTLA 
Cbannri 5 atodioa at 7.30 Friday 
evening, and the new* media an 
mvitad to attend. The ahow will 
be aired Saturday at MfcSO pjn. 
on Channel b. 

Mrs. Sub an wiU alao announce 
•ending a latter to the Kennedy 
fondly taking for their support in 
the matter. Charach will present 
farther evidence and witnesses from 
his investigation, first reported in 
the Freep, Jane 12-18, 1970. Con- 
trary to speculation by aome, 
Charach is not dropping Ida probe 
and will continue to reveal new 
evidence a nd press for a reopening 
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CMoun* Qlyflag In Vm ltl»ir) 

Assassination suppression 



Columbus Wadsworth 
Theodore Cbsracb, the free- 
lance Investigative Journalist *to 
loot week made the sensational 
announeemait that Sirhin B. Sir- 
hen did not kill Sea. Robert Ken- 
nedy, stated today that the Los 
Angeles newspapers hare almost 
completely * Macked out* the story. 

Be accrued the Los Angeles 
Times, the Herald Examiner, the 
Hollywood Ottiaen-KOwa, the As- 
sociated Press, United Press In- 
tarotUonp l. Time, Newsweek and 
LUe ol * completely falling the 



people* to their reopoosltaUlty to 
disclose the highly explodes now 
discoveries In the Robert Kennedy 
assaasloatloo case. 

■The newt media a re under ser- 
are pressure to withhold and sup- 
press new finding* and conceal 
new erldeoce In the eaae,*Char*ch 
said. 

Be reserved his beeriest criti- 
cism, however, for Peter Noyes, 
CHS- TV sews proAjcer, who, he 
ssys, deliberately distorted sad 
misrepresented the ta fprmotlg p 
Chart ch and his attorney , Godfrey 
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to uc, toc lowd «1 • press con- 
ference last «nt 'MoyefTXto^ 
ach said, *wb o tat a pipeline to 
to* Intelligence section « f toe Lot 
Angeles Police Department, bad- 
mouthed tad character-assassin- 
ated toe sincerity, dedication tad 
Veracity of toe Ctarach probe, 
Including toe legal repretec tattoo 
Of Mr. Isaac, who successful))' 
defended toe position, stsfitre sad 
character of Dr. Tbomax Noguchi, 
Los Angeles County Medical £*- 
amlaer and Chief Coroner, who was 
almost destroyed la hit public 
career in IMP by toe wild, Ms* 
arre and Incredible charges tev- 
aUed to to* Robert F. Kennedy 
autopsy. 

•At toe time cd toe Clell Hear- 
toes to toe Noguchi bearings, phone 
calls between toe D.A.'s office 
and toe Noguchi proceedings were 
rampant, with County Counsel 
Martin Weeks* declaring If toe 
Noguchi medical examination into 
toe R.F.K. wounds were publiely 
disclosed and defended there 
would be 'totntioul repercus- 
sions. 1 Mow toe repercassloos — 
from a disillusioned America aad 
a world Citizenry appalled by to* 
official L.A.P.D. fraud — have 
come borne to haunt toe offices of 
District Attorney Beetle 3 , Young- 
er aad Assistant Chief of Police' 
Robert A. Houghton of thrL.A.P.D. 
Detectives Branch wbo, while un- 
der the employee of to* California 
taxpayer* and BEFORE the constl- 
taUooal rights of defendant Slrhan 
Blsbara Btrhaa are exhausted la 
higher courts of law, authored a 
book, toe HOUGH TON REPORT, 
a deliberate official attempt to vin- 
dicate toe local lav enforcement 
agency, toe L.A.P.D. , In one of toe 
most appalling miscarriages of in* 
veatlgative and judicial processes 
la American criminal court hla- 

tary* 

Ctarach stated that be has wit- 
nesses wbo will confirm that at 
laast torse men fired gtsts at toe 
ttme and place Ben. Kennedy was 
assassinated, and tost Slrhan could' 
not hare inflicted toe wounds that 
^WnW'Mtonedy. •• r 
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WHO REALLY 
KILLED RFK? 

New evidence that 
Sirhan missed BobJjv 

IVAN DRYER C Contrary to Defead apt Hough - 

• .fturudsy.June <1, Attorney Godfrey 
hue filed a complaint against the s ^ eoa/ G/uf Senator, that no nghb 
Log Ansel eg Police Department T?**™ could have been lament at 
•nd the District Attorney’s office ^*., #oeIle ’ * ■“PP°rier of George 

an behalf of his client, Theodore V P®*? .***• •*P*‘jjf*®d(an 

tape) his diadsm for the Kennedy*, 

The complaint, for disclosure of and eepeoaUy Robert because of 
information under the Brown Act b “ identification with Blacks, was 



present in the j 



of Thane Eu- 



(Gov. Code 64950), charset de- preeent in the person of Thane Eu- 
fen dan ts Edward M Davis (then » Bn « ° eMI * P*ri- 

Deputy Chief of Police), District *«* •wirity mart, hired through 
Attorney Evdle J. Younger, and ■» u * rd *r»nc« by the Ambassador 
Robert A. Houghton (then Chief of **®~- 

Detectives) with “deliberately, in- Cemr was walking with Ken 
tenti on ally and knowingly” sop- orty and Ueker through the kitchen 
pressing “fact and evidence” re- "P® Birhan started shooting, at 
feting to the assassination of Sen "?»«*» *>“* ■dbnita drawing 

•tor Robert F. Kennedy, dune 5, f ndhMf *5 f P*® 1 * 0 ® ^ 

D d hind and below and in does proa- 

At a news conference held last thasmistus. 

Thursday morning, Isaac and Char- "• 8*tt*tnrKeB- 

ach referred to the above men- Vetfamd ^ Tbowh 

ttoned facts and evidence which « Noguclu. revved that Kennedy 
their complaint aUegca to have £ 

to nypreto. - hUto Z?£rJS £ 

A. An employee of KljptT, Donald fectoey. Further, ths autopsy 

1 Schulman, positioned behind Ken- shows that Kennedy two 

nedy, saw a security guard, also too tact gunshot wounds under hi* 
behind Kennedy, fire his hand gun fight armpit, Kom of ths thras 
and saw Kennedy hit by thnt be) hett was find fr om g ( j** 
lets. Schulman was never called by muter ui i*r*n and ths 
Defendant Younger to testify. fetal wound was irtbetod feus <mfy 

B. The Ambassador Hotel tnaitre pne to three foehn beKfod 8m- 

f, Karl Uekw, grubbed Sirhan af- Oor Kennedy’s b e t id TW»4.^t 
ter the second shot find by Sir- ftmagadadeputim asked only aan- 
W subdued him with hdp tom N^c 

Refer Johnson and Roosevelt Grim, • 

that u« a security guard holding 
a run in his hand. This evidence 



ived tom ths mar, behind the 
fbt ear, with an upward tra- 
doey. Further, ths autopsy 
owe that Kennedy sustained two 
ntact gunshot wounds under hi* 
(ht armpit. Nods of the thras 
ota was find tom a diet anew 
ester than str inches, and ths 
tel wound was fa4H*e*d tom only 
« to three inches behind te- 
ar Kennedy’s bead. Defendant 
pagrta4q»utios aske d only gsn - 
u questions of Noguchi |1M- 



a gun in his hand. This eri donee 
was not jnesented to the Grand 
JitylrtrSirban’strfaL 
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h an't tpal, thus the specific num- T hus. Imc »ti fm fotfsMy re - 
btr ana direction of the wotffiils captive to the findings oj 1W 
•M never established for the jury dor* Cbaraeh, i former TV news* 



sod the people- Sirhun, bidden- j 
tally, was said by witnesses to be 
standing four to six feet in front' 
of the senator. 

This Monday morning, Jane 8, 
Char&eh and Isaac announced on 
Channel 9 that they wen with- 
drawing the complaint so that the 
media and the defendants would 
have an opportunity to assess ail 
of Characha findings, which, he 
says, he will release to them with 
the proviso that it be reviewed 
fairly and impartially. 

Godfrey Isaac, you will reman- 
bee, successfully defended Nogu- 
chi against the witchhunt last year 
in which the county tried to re- 
move Noguchi from office with a 
barrage of incredible charges 
Isaac said he became interested 
in this case when the' county de- 
cided to drop all charges against 
Noguchi after he, Isaac; indicated 
he would introduce evidence relat- 
ing to the Kennedy autopsy (Dep- 
uty County Council Martin Weeks 
at that time stated that the in- 
troduction of such evidence would 
cause "international reperrut 

riWi— - * 



caster, who was covering the Ken- 
nedy campaign for Continental 
News Service; he was in the kit- 
chen, and is an official witness in 
the case. Charuch has been far 
two years privately investigating 
inconel standee he discovered by 
virtue of his being on the sc ene 
and in int erv iew s with other wit- 
nesses and individuals tcnnactari 
with the esse which he has taped 
and is releasing in full He also 
will release additional evidence 
including that of yet a third gun 
firing in that kitchen and photo- 
graphs damaging to the official 
verson of the seeeasinatioo. 

At Thursday’s conference he 
mentioned other pbotoe he alleges 
were taken of the shooting itself 
by a student who was chased by a 
security guard then eummndad in 
front of the beta) by six pottos- 
men with drawn guns His com- 
ma and its contents ware confis- 
cated. Th* camera wae returned, 
bet all the film was not, accord- 
ing to Mr. Charach- Needles* to 
say, thorn pictures wars new 
poUUhid. 

Neither ha* (bare been much 
' publishing about Thursday's nows 
eonflerencs and its import in lo- 
cal newspapers and other madia. 
Only non-network TV stations, no- 
tably Channel 9, carried ffie story 
Thursday. The network* waited un- 
til Friday, for whatever reasons, 
and th* papers srera conspic u ous 
for their loud silence. One report- 
er. visibly stunned by the con- 
tents of the news oonfargn ee, had 
bd sWfjVithhdd by Mr p£pm^ 



The defendants, however, have—, _____ . 

privately Em mote vocal in \nev ^ lMENT TO THFTRESS 
aditoriaEzing to the plain tiff and 
hi* attorney. It night be interest- 
ing to leant the nature and extent 
of any communication* on this mat- 



(Tht following ttaiement* 

mode by Theodore Charaeh, m 
fret-lance journalist, at a pen* 



■«*■. » — « «j !2SZ£2SL51S£3S£( 



Robert Kennedy’* murder In- 
vestigation wa* die longest and 
ooatlieat criminal proceeding in 
Lo* Angelo* history, but <,818 
interview* and over $1 million in 
taxpayer*’ money evidently failed 
to come close to the truth. There- 
fore, m addition to the releaae of 
the whole truth about the RFK aa- 
aaaaination. another object of the 
action filed by Charach {$ to create 
a permanent Federal Board of In- 
quiry, exclusive of extating agen- 
cies, for the full and impartial ex* 
amination of all murder* involving 
national political figure*. Such a 
board, if it could be created, would 
hopefully be oonatructed along the 
line* of the President'* Comtnia- 
■on «n Crime and Violence (whose 
recommendation* were not fol- 
lowed), as opposed to the Varan 
Commission (whose findings wen). 
In the interest of law and order it 
might be useful to have aonoa for- 
mal means of implementing justice 
In previous political aeaeaaina- 
tiona (the official “investigation" 
of none of which stands up to scru- 
tiny). This might even serve to pre- 
vent future killing* if the kfugea 
kn ew that their chanoee of getting 
away with it would be 1 



Kennedy) 

Sirhan Biahar* Bilbao did not— 
I repeat— did not succeed In his 
attempt to murder Senator Reme- 
dy within minutes of hi* California 
Democratic primary victory In the 
1968 presidential campaign- 8ir 
hen tried and (ailed. In our ear- 
nest opinion, Sirhan. ..because at 
the unique cucumstanoaa of the 
case, is unaware ever now that 
he did not fire the weapon that 
killed Senator Kennedy, 

At fifteen minute* past midnight, 
there were two political extre- 
mists inside that kitch«i pantry 
of the Ambassador Hotel on the 
fifth of June. 196ft At the rnotnmt 
of firing, Sirhan wa* situated fat 
fr ont of both Senator Ke iyiedy and 



for former Ambassador M«ito»JL_I b * next threebullsta 
MrTSJnJeckar. irom die ®e*r— from 



Behind Sen* tor Kennedy, at tor Kennedy. IV directicm*. ae- 
extrrmdy done rang*. on the «rtdin* to wit topee anddocuman- 
pmidentiai candidate’s righteide, tftione last year jwth Dr. Thoiwi 
*u TVne Eocene Cent, • pri* T. Noguchi, foe Chief Loe Annin 
vote eeeurity man, he woe neither CosmtyMnik:^ Examiner and CWfr 
working full-time on the staff id «*■ o® 6 ™* 1 th * »«»d 

the Ambaaaador nor employed di ***** *^ ro * buItMa not only 

redly by Senator Kennedy'* ataff. «Mnat*d from back to front hot 
Ceaar waa port of o email eater- ™ ■ oonapicuou* upward direction, 
nil eeeurity force brought info the & Vmenae eijmifimnce to fote 
hotel from the outride. Mr. CW ^latanc cue ia foe foct i*v«okd 
it o for right extreme*!, o George by Dt- Noguchi, that foe fata] rear 
Walladte, who opposed both Preei- bullet— behind Senator Kennedy* 
dent John and Bobby Kennedy, the right ear and maatoid (the bead 
Kennedy family, the Democratic wowd)— ^tt*r*dbdlK^m«ito 
party and th* political philosophical ^ deep fun power Uni. 

cd presidential ca n didate The fragmentation* were toot wifo- 
Bobby Kennedy. in the presidential candidate 1 * 

Our two year probe conclusively brain time. Eye-witneaa Donald 
reveal* th.t "(Lne" Ceaar- a. he Sdmlnmn at the time a*, aecur- 
fo commonly known- drew hi* own it? g»«< at dew proximity to 
gun in*Untaneou«]y with the gun Sector Kennedy, draw hi* gun, 
at Sirhan popping in front of Karl andfcjhw gun. He rep orted to u» 

Decker, there wa* a significant — ■ - 

pauae after foe aecond shot Eye- 
witness Donald Scbulznan, former- 
ly affiliated with KNOT news in 
Hollywood, California— the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System— wit- 
neeeed thia double ■hooting. Pur 
mer Deputy District Attorney, 

David Flynn, informed foe jury 
lb foe Birhan trial, (bat foe first 
bullet probably killed Senator 
Kennedy. The lint bnSet, in "our 
opinion probably erased Senator 
Kennedy. The aecond bullet, after 
the foort pause, between foe first 
and second shot, our r oe ea r t h , 
eemdude*, passed harm) eaely through 
foe right «boulder pad of Bobby 
Kennedy* suit striking Paul Sdb- 
tade, west coast director of foe 
U,pHed . Au tomobile wor ker*, who 
if! to the' floor with a h«A WJfif 




«Uhaiupe— my own indepeniaal-SS 0 ® ™ W *«* taw 
news service, tdecom nmnicatioca, ***?**•• charred with the 
augmented by Continental Newa 
Recorder*, directed by Jeff Brent— 
that Senator Kennedy h»d Ww bit 
three timea. 

Hr. Bchtrimaa waa certainly one 
of history's moct important eye- 
witness inside that kitchen pantry. 

Yet District Attorney Younger— 
in bia final public report to the 
American people in thia case, 
in May, 1069— data not oven hat 
Schulmen aa a prime'witoeas among 
the 199 w itn re i oa (including my- 
•elf) who were not calletf lotosBfr. 

To thia day, Mr. bctiuiman baa nev- 
er even had an in-depth interview 
by the LAPD in an extraordinary 
caeeinvotvini the death of a United 
Statea Senator. Dietrict Attorney 
Younger, supported by Chief Hough- 
ton, informed u* all the vitneaaea 
were identified inaide the Ambaa- 
aador kitchen In interview* and re 
interview* — almost 5,000 perecoa 
were interviewed- Why? Nor doe* 
the Lm Angeles Police Department 
acknowledge the fact that my newa 
colleague, Jeff Brent, taped voice 
actualize* inaide that kitchen pan- 
try, over the actual aound and fury 
of the accord Kennedy aeaaeaine- 
Jion. V 

It val three tape* which aroused 
my profeaaional curioeity and jour- 
naliatic internet and mabled me to 
teach the heart-breaking conclu- 
sion* that we are revealing thia 
morning. Hu Don Schulmen inter- 
view waa recorded an the spot 
inside the Ambassador Hotel, only 
ten minutes after the assassination. 

It is oar ainoere belief, after 
24 months of continual investiga- 
tion and probing— with aB the key 
witnesses— that the American peo- 
p le have been deceive d, d oped. 

.afimnfid has been nfinuM < 



aibilities in this matter. Lat as pat 
forget that in 1968 w* ware robbed 
of a possible choice at Hit ballot 
box, an opportunity to vote for or 
against a potential p re sidential 
candidate The Houghton Repeat is 
a conglomeration of official false- 
hood, distortion*, half-troths, die-- 
crepandea and suppressed infor- 
mation. The Lm Angelas Police 
Department has bean danlict in 
ha duties and performances in toe 
service of the people An «■«!«■■ 
world depends on the integrity, 
honor and justice of thia nation 
-The findings and avid coca, new 
discoveries to thia sensitive cue, 
demonstrate gross negligent*, fa- 
twopdnn and suppression of 
vital evidence. In acme cases, great 
psychological pressure atgf tolimi- 

dafion was utilized fay mnXare 
ct special mut aeo store to com- 
pel wit nea a ea “to change thar 
perecngl accounts of toe tragedy. 

It is our opinion that Kari U ac- 
ker's heroic action* saved the life 
of Senator Robert Frauds Kennedy 
before toe intervention of the so 
oond weapon, 

David Fitts, p ro secuting toe cue 
to behalf of the people, told toe 
Sijfaan trial that Uecker probably 
reacted after toe fourth shot Mr. 
U acker baa never deviated ton 
hie testimony before toe grand 
jury. He placed Birhan In a firm 
headlock and definitely stopped 
Sirhan’s gun from shooting to the 
direction of Senator Kennedy— posi- 
tively and unequivocally, after the 
second shot— during that dramatic 
pause. There is a reliable wit- 
ness to hack Mr- Dakar in Ids 
testimony. From toe morning «f 
the assassination until now, I am 
grateful foe Mr. Docker's gener- 
ous contribution to the interest 
of truth, justice and history— and 
furthering knowledge to toe Aram- 
can people. It is my sincere hope 
that our probe will lead as all to 
re-examine this cancer of crisis 
w hich .infl icts our* p olitical^ cl i- 
.miie— lde American pSUUUCrW 




> 



MwiMlioB BBidlwt-MipW Wnt . 1 especially dope th* 
n^Kcumcg slaughter of m most dnmi who have been strew to 
•enaitive, dedicated, moral, apiri- come forth -.who have heao to* 
to aland political leaden. timidatad, who have anmething 

I congratulate Dr. Noguchi who, more, and truthful to add, to thia 
fa face of an unprecented assault overall c**e—to co-operate with 
oo hia character, integrity and us, wholeheartedly co-operate 
medical pmfe*«icm*li*m, granted-, far froth and juatict f know, Mr. 
our probe the complete ditdi3sna Isaac join* me in cxtoudiiig an 
of the Robert P. Kennedy autopsJE open door in thii " f n** , i ii »l March 
during hia oueter in 1969. f ua fee all the facta Hia Beverly 
deeply indebted to our attorney, Hill* office invitee your calk. 
Mr. Godfrey Isaac, in hia untiring The tape* you an hearing today, 
effort*, in behalf of (hia entire art brief extract*, copit* hum 
probe, for hi* unselfish dedication my original tape* and aodin/viaaal 
throughput the Noguchi bearing*, documentation in the Robert Kmt* 
die repudiation of thorn tola* and u*dy probe. 

“ d . M . r ' I “"'* Mr Kari Uechkar ha* a brief 

cemed effort, and loyalty to the gUlement before queetioaa at tine 

“2* tin “< hecauae thia i» a legal mat* 

We are the witoeaaea. and we tor> 0 OM< fa ^ court of law, ao 

wfll not remain mlent, lew history he will real hi* testimony with 
judge ua with the guilty. A «*- w tape*, fllm*. sound recording* 
fllueioned .oaety require, tost 
we do care— ex pea ally the youth, 

toe black a the poor, the die- Let aa Join together la thia 
enchanted whogave everything they spirit of concern and enlightenment 
possibly could give in Senator and change— aa Bobby Kennedy 

cried to every American, thoee 
who loved hiia and thoee who hated 
him— on toe critical issues of our 
time*. In view of the outrageous 
cover-up. and falsehood in the 
Houghton Report and toe Siihan 
trial, we nut now aak, a* Bobby 
did, "Why did we permit it to 
happen? We muct aak why, and 
you and _1 mat 



Kennedy’* campaign foe change and 
reconciliation and an end to thia 
rain dies* menace of aenaelee* kil- 
ting* To the oountieaa witnesses 
who gave u their valuable time, 
their testimony, tour evidence— 
volunteering freely thia information 
ao that the entire truth ia exposed 
in thia national tragedy— 1 per- 
sonally extend my gratitude and 
thanks. Is thia spirit we can *tiU 
amuse the of the Amer- 






for change aadjc 
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klereon tktmflir pahlUhsd srtl- 
dM contalntoc Information ob- 
tained from these documents. The 
court rsfuasd to hold Pearson 
slvUly liable lor invasion of pri 
racy and likewise refused to hold 
am liable for the tort of mbtw- 
rton. (Conversion la legalese to a 
civil core lor stealing without 
irtmiual latent, or, toolbar wort*, 
Hjovertlng mmt stolen p ro per ty 
to your own no*), 
to Pearson n, Dodd the court 



*It hu tone baas recognised 
that documents often bore nine 

— — ibove and beyood that springing 

Kennedy at Uma h* pulled i [rom their physical pew seas loo. 

i I — rtwy may embody information or 
H \ 1 dea* whose economic value de- 

j \ V mode to part or to whole span 

V \ >eini kept secret. 



Kennedy when observed by Cmar 
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111 The question then arises 
\\ fwbetber toe Information taken by 
\\ Imesne of copying (Senator Dodds) 
\l ptfice files to of toe type which 
\\ Iht Uw of conversion protec ta , 
ul “The general rule has bean that 
1 Ideas or Information are aot sub* 
meet to legal protection, but the 
law has developed exceptions to 
rule. Where information to 
^fathered and arranged at aome 
boot and odd aa a commodity on 
»e market, It to properly pro- 
jected aa property, 
i "Where Ideas are immolated 
ICEh* 1Ul Ihbof and Inventive genius, 
*a ta toe case of literary works 
hr scientific researches, they art 
. protected. 

"Where they constitute lastra- 
ments of toir and effective mn> 
. merclal competition, tfao a a who 
develop them may gather their 
mats under toe protection of toe 
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Sirhan Obtains Order Bannlrfg 
Publication of His Life Story 



Siiban 8. Sirhan, 26, under sen- 
tence of death for the murder of Sen. 
Robert P. Kennedy, obtained a 
temporary tout! order Monday pro- 
hibiting publication of a book based 
on his life. 

The order was signed by Superior 
Judge Richard Schauer after the 
filing of a adit in which Sirhan was 
joined by his mother Man’ and two 
brothers, Munir and Adel Sirhan. 
The suit also demanded $2 million 
damages. 

Included as defendants were 
Robert B. Kaiser, identified as the 
author of the manuscript; Maximili- 
an Becker, New York theatrical 
agent; £. P. Dutton Co., a publishing 
house, and Grant B. Cooper and 
Russell E. Parsonr. two of the three 
lawyers who represented Sirhan. 

Sirhan, hi' mother and two broih- 
conceded that they fcjgned the 
fJfceinefTi in August, 1%S, but they 



charged that they were deceived 
into signing. 

It was represented to them, the 
family said, that unless Sirhan 
signed the contract Cooper and 
Parsons would not continue to 
represent him. The suit made no 
monetary demands against Cooper 
and Parsons. 

Sirhan has received only SO, 000 in 
advance royalties, the suit declared. 

A copy of the contract disclosed 
that after payment of 10 ft commis- 
sions to Becker, 00% of the first 
<100,000 In royalties would go to 
Sirhan and 40% to Kaiser. Thereaf- 
ter Sirhan would receive two-thirds 
and Kaiser one-third. 

The contract further disclosed that 
from Sirhan's share of the royalties, 
he would assign one-half to Cooper 
and Parsons and one-half to his 
family. The half assigned to the 
lawyers would be in payment of .fees 
for undertaking his defense. '' ’ 
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"Report on End of R.F.K. Era 
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fr» nw f*w»t ws tr 

Wiliiu; tardier. HtjVti Util 

Miller Cvluueii.ljtj tDt^L-’t- 

d*y: »7.w» 

■ * It hat been only 23 
months since Robert F. 
Kennedy buntd at 

Arlington and since then 
the focus of most of his 
biographer* has been on 
bit effort to w reft the 
I>«m erratic presidential 
nomination from the pow- 
er structure of his own 
part>. 

Vandcn Htuvtl and 
Gwinzmaa cover that 
brief and t losing era of hit 
lilt expert!.'. Both were 
among Kennedy's key ad- 
viser* through his winter 
of indecision in early lf*6fi 
until his assassination on 
the night of his primary 
victory in California. And 
their pretence at high- 
level strategy serious and 
their day-to-day involt e- 
usent with the candidate 
infuse their account wilh b 
pragmatism and a vealily 
that a peripheral oWn er 
could not possibly achieve. 

But their larger contri- 
bution, both to history and 
to the memory of their 
friend, if to examine his 
career as a public loan 
from November. 1 ft£3 until % 
the eve of hfs announce- 
ment for president— the 
years wh en ht was on hiE 
own Slur Dallas. ■ — 



IY mow SALINGER 

Wnat emerges isaper- 
Trtieive rebuttal of thTTTfrf 
titir.E that were to plague 
fi.F.K. through his career 
in tltctive politics: that he 
was an indifferent senator 
for whom New York Stave 
was merely a tempf'tary 
last; that he was a hawk 
on Vietnam until he was 
convinced that he could 
use it as an i'sue to topple 
Lyndon Johnson; that he 
was personally ruthless 
and opportunistic, and 
that hi.-: appeals to the 
young and the poor were 
expedient? to create a 
national constituency for 
bjir.se If fn JbT.2. 

The authors shelter *u<h 
criticism with both * doc- 
umentation of his pul. lie 
mo:d and a profile, that 
could only have been writ- 
ten by intimates, of a man 
who was constantly ques- 
tioning the eelflcsine.-s of 
his commitments. 

Robert Kennedy was a 
highly effective and inno- 
vative first-term senator, a 
judgment with which his 
colleague, Jacob Jevitz, 
would certainly agree. Ken- 
nedy was one of the first 
ic speak out against the 
war and his challenge to 
Johnson's escalation came 
Pit lime when he was in 
the minority and {lifR HE 
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■i=V- t c.VjltK t>c- ir.'.cn- 
tier, of opposing L B J. I« 
tht nomination. 

I btliti t, iockUnialjy. 
that had Johnson pursued 
Jh trident Nijior/s pic-em 
policy of c !e * escalation, 
which has been at best 
minimal, public opinion 
would not have forced him 
to retire from the p:ts- 
kiency. 

As for ihe sincerity vi 
jVF.K.'e commitment to 
the New FoUtiis — ant; as 
far back at the a;;* 

there prove the ca'-e be- 
yond question: his support 
of the Liberal Party tr 
New York aiuinst tht far 
more powerful inheritors 
Of the Knights of Saint 
Tammany; his Jeaden-hip 
In tht Senate in Fupjjort of 
Civil liberties and freedom 
of dissent, and his iravels , 
to South America and 
South Africa where his 
condemnation of both 
poverty and apartheid 
wert to anger his official 
hottt. 

Nor can there he much 
question that Kennedy, 
Vkv* tb major pol itic ia;^ , 



c>? thi* cer.turv. rt gVe most 
diititiy to the y’ight of 
ti e poor and the alienated 
tf the young and still 
Could command the sup- 
port of the white middle 
Ciayf. 

But the author*’ defense 
of Kennedy e public record 
and per s or. a 1 mot i v aliens 
does not blind them to his 
performance a» a |K'i it ici- 
er.. He wat unable, ab 
thoi pn his tenure as litu- 
Lr leader of the party was 
short, to achieve a ce„>e- 
Lre in the fratricidal Dem- 
ocratic warfare in New 
York that has enabled the 
majority party .to elect on- 
ly one Democratic gover- 
nor <Avere!l Haniman) 
and only one senator (Her- 
i«ert Lehman) since World 
War JI. 

Y;.iicien Heuvel and 
Gwirtzmsn id so emphasize 
hi® vacillation on whether 
to oppose Johnson for the 
nomination. Jew; fnruh 
and I were among the first 
of his friend* to enter the 
lists against the pnaaidfcaL 



i long be fore New Hamp- 
shire. His answer was that 
! lt would split the party, 
and he disagreed with us 
'that It had already been 
*tom apart by Vietnam and 
the flood-tide of animosity 
toward Johnson, 
j To many of us, however, 
:it was clear before New 
Hampshire that unless 
there was a substantive 
Change in his Vietnam 
policy Johnson was un- 
e'cc table (just as it was 
clear, before and after the 
Chicago convention, that 
Hubert Humphrey was 
un-electable if he did not 
break decisively with that 
policy). 

I would disagree with 
the authors on one point— 
that Kennedy had little 



.chancy of win ning the 
nomination at Chicago, 
Until his assassination, 
major Row er brokers with- 
in the party— chief among 
them Mayor Daley — had 
withheld their commit- 
ments from Humphrey. 
They saw him as a loser if 
he oontlnued to defend 
Johnson's war strategy. 
And, despite their fear of 
the new constituency Ken- 
nedy and Eugene Mc- 
Carthy had built Into a 
clear party majority in the 
primaries, Daley and the 
others knew that it would 
not mobilize for Hum- 
phrey. 

Daley, for one, told 
R.F.K. that he would not 
commit himself until after 
the primary in Qflfaaiis 
Kennedy won there and in 



South Da kota and the same 
d.'ij w ould have won later 
In New York. There was 
no question that the polls 
would have shown him to 
be the strongest contender 
against Nixon. 1 believe 
that R.F.K.’e strength In 
the polls and the appeal to 
old pros like Daley of a se- 
cond Kennedy-N’ixon con- 
frontation would have 
been persuasive 
11 is interesting, too, to 
speculate on whether Nix- 
on could have u on the Re- 
publican nomination if 
Kennedy had still been 
alive. There was not great 
enthusiasm for him in the 
party and certainly not in 
the South. He won because 
of his oferwhelming lead 
in the polls over Humphrey 
and because Nelson Rock- 
efeller, through his own 
vacillation and his unac- 
ceptability to the South, 
was never taken seriously 
Hut with Kennedy in con- 
tention for the Democratic 
nomination, the Republi- 
cans would have taken a 
longer look at Ronald Rea- 
gan. He was an eminently 
more salable conservative 
that! Barry Cold water. He 
was clearly more accep- 
table to the South. And he 
did not have Nixon's taint 
.of a two-time loser. 

! One must also speculate, 
al mg with the authors, on 
what impact R.F.K. would 
h ave had on evenls^mAha 



streets of Chicago during 
the Democratic conven- 
tion — events that were to 
prove as damaging Vo 
Humphrey as his own de- 
fense of the war. 

I believe that if Kennedy 
had been there, even If be 
had been denied the nom- 
ination, the certainty that 
the New Politics would 
have had a commanding 
voice in the proceedings 
would have been a force 
for order. 

But all speculation was 
put to an end in the kitch- 
en of the Ambassador Ho- 
tel, and we are left only 
with the Incomplete histo- 
ry of. one of the most dra- 
matic and traumatic eras 
in our national history. 

"On His Own" is a signl- 
- ficant. -c ontribution to that 
history. For those who 



W*r« for Robert F.JS am Wi. 
dy, tlve book will have a 
special importance be- 
cause he comes alive in its 
pages. For those who were 
against him. it may help 
them to understand him a 
little better. 

Pierre SaUnperis in- 
volvement with Robert F, 
Kennedy began <* 1957 
when he became an inves- 
tigator for the Senate 
Rockett Committee, for 
which Kennedy was chief 
counsel On RFJI.’t rec- 
ommendation, Salinger 
was chosen to direct press 
operations in John F. Ken- 
nedy's campaign for the 
Presidency. Salinger ntb- 
secfttcnJly was press secre- 
tary to both Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson. In 
the spring of 1968 , he took 
a leave of absence from his 
business interests to cam- 
paign for Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, and was with him 
the night of his astnsrino- 
lum. ” 
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Judge Rejects Sirhan 



Biography 

Sirhan 6. Sirhan's peti- 
tion for a preliminary 
Injunction to prevent pub- 
lication of his biography, 
now entitled *RF.K. Must 
Die," was rejected Friday 
by a judge of Superior 
Court. t 

The convicted murderer 
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
complained that the book 
will contain much con- 
fidential information 
which will hurt his pend- 
ing appeal Irom the death 
sentence. 

Judge Richard Schauer, 
however, pointed out in 
AiUllUg - his ruling that 



Injunction 

Sirhan has made no ee-| 
rious move to return funds [ 
advanced for publication! 
rights. The funds, to dal*! 
totaling $32,615, have been' 
used mostly for expenses 
of his defense, lawyers 
said, but some has gone to 
his family. 

Sirhan, 26, directed his 
suit against Robert B. 
Kaiser, 39, who wrote the 
book from material gath- 
ered while acting as de- 
fense investigator. 

The imprisoned Jorda- 
nian was joined in the suit 
by his mother Mary and 
two brothers, Munir and 
Adel Sirhan. — — 
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SlrKan in Hospital; 
'Groggy, Drowsy' 
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s SAN QUENTIN (UPl)-£ij- 
han B. Sirhan. assassin of Son. 
Robert F\* Kennedy, Is in the] 
prison hospital after being lak 
.on “groggy and drowsy" from! 
his death iwr cell. 

Associate Warden James 
Park said dolors believe Sir 
ban is suffering either fronutowj 
blood sugar or a reaction to 
medication for a throat condi- 
tion. 

"He was noted to be a little] 
groggy and drowsy Monday aft 
ernoon and was taken to the 
prison hospital, where he is now 
undergoing observation," Park 
said. 

'The doctors have indicated 
they are exploring a couple of 
possrtililies— that he has a Ion 

I blood sugar level, or that this Is, 
a reaction to some kind of medi-] 
cation." | 

Park said Sirtan was being 
given “a variety of medication", 
for various problems, including ' 
vitamin pills and a medicine “to 
improve the condition of the 
mucus membrane In bis 
J throat.” 

Sirtan has been on death row 
since he was sentenced to death 
fu r the Ken nedy tfay ip" at Los 
Angeles In June, IKS, / 



Park said Sirban's coalition 
was good today and be would 
probably be under observation 
for a day or two and then wt 
expect him to be taken bade to 
the condemned unit relatively 
soon.” 

Sirhan's mental and physical 
condition previously had Im- 
proved since he called off a 14- 
day partial hunger strike last 
Dec. 16, Park said. 

The security, in which Sirman 
was Isolated from other prison- 
ers because of fears for bis life, 
sparked the hunger strike, 
which Sirhan ended after a 
(tearful plea from his 67-year-old 
mother. 
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Sirh'cn Defense AtfcrneyJDsn'cs Receiving 

T .. ^ .-x- - ~r-r — — ^T" . 

Eunds-^Claims $10,000 loss. 



Grant B. Cooper, chief _<fe-j .coo per aatd that o p Aug tJ .\ 
.*«« attorney for Slrtuo bis- c f .j Ha’lv relirqmshec 

Zl* £2?? any ' right to receive lees to » 

Kennedy, fen tented he ,e- letter to Stfhan and Kiuer. ex- 

-elved «ny fees front the Strhan cept expenses, and aB out-of- 

family. Ijaocfcet expenses." 

j&rtan yow awaiting dea th .to -i .m personally rtf -of -pork - 1 

*»**?IE! fet for moneys expended on Sir-; 

filed suit to block publication of, . . * ... . „ _ 

a biography about fern by Rob- han * U,e "■ 

ert B Kaiar. |1U»J7." Cooper said to a 

•JThe Suit said Strhan was of sulemem released yesterday, 
"unsound mind and mentally in- *<j j^ve -not received any fee 

competent" when he sig ned tj PBd ^ ^ receive any fee fo r 
contract Aug. 17. 1903. author)*-;^. wor fc m that case.” 

Ujg Kaiser to wnte the bo»k end . restraining or- 

splitting profits equally among * JT^tosued prohibiting 
the .Strhan family, Cooper, and ** «* ** wawoironimuiig 

defense * attorney Russell £. release of Kaiser a book. 
p’HrsdfiS. — 1 Cobuer and Parsons were 

jffral by St rhan after his cocvlc- 
tion and sentencing Bis new at- 
torneys who filed the SCR this 
week are Luke HcKissadc, 
.George E. Shlbley and Abdeee 
jtf-JBSrL ““y 
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SIRHAN FILES SUIT JO BLOCK 
BOOK ON LIFE AND TRIAL 



Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 25-1 
year-old convicted assassin off 1 
Senator Robert r. Kennedy basj 
filed suit in Superior Court to 
biotic publication of a book! 
about the Jordanian ' Immi- 
grant's life and celebrated mur 
der trial. 

The suit, filed yesterday, 
named the assassin's brother 
Munir B. Sirhan, us his guardi- 
an-at-law— because Sirhan is un- 
able to act in his own behalf. 

Kemed defendants in the suit 
which asked 12 million dam-, 
ages. In addition to an injunc- 
tion against publishing a book, 1 
were Robert B. Kaiser, Maxi- 
milian Becker, E.P. Pulton 
Publishing Co., and Los Angeles 
jattomeys Grant B. Cooper and 
Russel! E. Parsons. 

Superior Court Judge Richard 
Schauer Issued a temporary re- 
straining order forbidding writ- 
er Kaiser, agent Bede and the 
publishing company from pub- 
| listing a book or disclosing “ad- 
verse’’ information about Sirhan 
! without the dim uni live killer's 
: permission. 

! The suit, filed by Sirhan's new 
jyiarneys^ Lake IJcKissacX. 
George E. Shibley and Abdeen 



M. J a bar a, claims Sirhan was 
of “unsound mind and mentally 
incompetent’' when be signed a| 
contract for exclusive coDabora 
lion with Kaiser Aug. IT, 1968. 

The lawsuit also asks the] 
court to modify an assignment 
of Sirhan's rights to proceeds of|ber. 
any publication of his story. 

The assignment, according to 
the lawsuit, involves M34 per 
cent of all profits bom Kaiser's 
exploitation of the Sirhan story. 

The assignment split Sirhan’s 
share of the profits equally be- 
tween bis family and attorneys 
,Cooper and Parsons. 

The lawsuit claims the origi- 
nal assignment grant s an*‘inr - 



proceeds to Cooper and Par- 
sons, then Sirhan’s attorneys of 
[record. ' 

Sirhan dismissed Cooper and 
[Parsons after be was convicted 
of first-degree murder and sent- 
enced to die in the ga.< rfrmp - 
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Specter of Dallas Haunted 
LAPD in Sirhan C^se 



BY ROBERT lORSCH 

* T 

• At 45 minutes past midnight, Junf 5, 
196 S*l in the Rampart Division of 4he 
Los Rngeles Police Department, ,jfct. 
William C. Jordan sat facing a slight, 
dark-haired young man who had just 
been brought Into the station as tl^e 
suspect in the shooting of Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy. I 't 

The news of the tragic event was 
already being broadcast to the world. 
Stunned and disbelieving, men and 
women heard that life was ebbing 
away in the young man whose brother, 
the President of the United States, had' 
been slain a few years before by an 
assassination. In a moment of electoral 
triumph, Robert Kennedy was struck 
down, the man who, after hearing of 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
J\jng, hatf quoted Aeschylus:^Mn rmr 
sleep, pain which cannot forget falls 
orop ny drop upon our heart until, in 
our own despair, against our will, 
comes wisdom through the awful grace 
of Cod* 

Uppermost in Sgt. Jordan’s mind 
'was the determination to aee to it that 
the 1963 Dallas record, compounded by ■ 
local ineptitude and shameful bun- 
gling, would not be replayed In Los 
Angeles in 1968. The specter of Jack 
Ruby, even more ominous than the 
memory of Lee Harvey Oswald, haunt- 
ed the Rampart police station this 
sultry summer night.* 

The entire Los Angeles Police De- 
partment shared that belief — mod a 
sense that history would judge their . 
efforts to deal with the investigation . 
fairly, efficiently and Justly. In SPfcXl- 
AL t/N’lT SENATOR The'TnvSOga- 



jrrTTV tlon of the Assassination of Sen. Robert 
KfegM F. Kennedy (Random House: $6.95), 




kfete Robe rt JL HoJghton. chief of det*c- 

WM fives; tSrar* — 



Ftthi the assistance of 



... Theodore Tavldr, has written a taut 
wV* and complete account of the 'longest, 
largest and most expensive criminal 
investigation ever undertaken by the 
’■ ... department, possibly the most 
extensive , investigation ever c onducted 
oy anjTIocal law enforcement agency.* 
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T^e memory 
afteri “ 



of Dallas and 
clearly conditioned 
Investigation, which Houghton railed 



fmaTTf 



1 jts 

tfcr 



there was more than Dot ma n regnop - 
Jlnie* t 



„ _ There was do deficiency of 

at the time of the organization of the suggesting conspiracy, from the report 
special unit, a 'supreme test of our 0 f the girl In the polka dot dress who 
Judicial processes • That effort pro- was supposed to have run from the 
cuced a 10-volume investigation sum- *c„ne shouting 'We killed him," to the 



tnary, represented nearly 5,0^0 sepa- 



rate interviews and Interrogations, [senator's death was heard on the radio 



more than 50,000 pages of documenta- 
tion and material evidence, ^.700 
^holographs, 190 reela of tai* and 20 
reels of 16 mm. film. 

■From the adrenal moments of that 
night In the Ambassador, to the 
conviction of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan for 



rumor that an announcement of the 



a -morpl 
of wild 



th before It happened, every sort 
report came p ourin 
dee 



[fit 



fpeelance writers an 
wingers and citizens who 
to overhear the 'plotters* in conversa- 
tion. 



--- . - , . | Each one of these was investigated 

the crime, several score of men in th e and re-investigated, patiently and te- 
L<PD worked patiently, tirelessly on|diously, by the members of the unit. 
ttve’cSsTTXher law enforcement agen- 1 Stories were checked by lie detector 
ck-s cooperated. The purpose was not [tests and Identification procedures. At 
solely to build the prosecution care 'the BCene of the crime were several 
against Sirhan, but to determine fand | thousand people; a time and movement 
here the memories of Dallas and its [pattern had to be established. Sirhan’s 
aftermath were crucial) whether Sii- [background had to be carefully 
han was part of a conspiracy. [checked. And the entire Investigation 

To Cant. Hugh Brown, commander of had to be conducted scrupulously 
he Homicide Division who was as- within the requirements of new ded- 



thc 

signed to head the task force. Hough' 
ton made it clear that if there tvere in 
face, a “great conspiracy* that linked 
the murder of Robert Kennedy to that 
of John Kennedy and Dr, Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr,, 'it had better be un- 
veiled before another national leader 
fell victim,* and that it was 'impera- 
tive that we track every lead, every 
suspicion of possible complicity or 
conspiracy, no matter how' tenuous or 
holiow it might sound.* 

He told Brown emphatically that he 
wanted “this Investigation to stand up 
to whatever scrutiny, as much fine- 
comb study as it's going to get.' 

Houghton was expressing what other 
officers knew and turned out to be the 
toughest part of the SUS investigation 



sions on search and seizure and the 
interrogation of suspects. No evidence 
of a conspiracy stood the test of the 
investigation. 

Yet, this book Is not simply 'an 
account of a celebrated case. From It 
emerges a sense of the magnitude and 



[ depth. p 
/police work. 



roblems 

It la 



eneoui 

true 



nlered. i : 
that oUl 



n 

S 

pioneered many techniques In Oils Aw 
ana a police manual based on 
lessons is in preparation. 

* il * n *t vindicating the 

LAPD's handling of the case. If this 
book is written with professional pride, 
it is also written with a measure of self, 
criticism. Each of the supervising 
officers of SUS wrote a critique of the 
entire Investigation, All recognized 



Ll.t Charles Hughes, bead of Rampart that much of the painstaking labor of 
Detectives, who had initial charge off SUS could have been saved had the 
the case, had briefed Houghton, called (framework of a special unit been In 
back from a Yosemite vacation; “I don't! existence to be activated Immediately, 
expect we’ll have much trouble prov* Such experts as BUS’S U. Manuel 
in g w ho d id the killing— it’s ri qdijur.ou l]re<ia. author of a text on criniinal 
wm he shot the senator and "whether; investigation, a teacher of police 

•efence at Cal State LA.., and Lt Boy 



, Keene, made some telling points about 
the need to separate witne$ 
IrflBtnW them before i 



i oewameinmany 



of the falp e leads came from p eople wh o 
-had unconsciously embellished their 
stories through repetition for reporters 
end then stuck to them because of 
embarrassment at contradicting thedt- 
selves; others alleged they had a*jen 
things which they later admitted they 
only heard), the failure to rope off the 
pantry area (some kitchen employes 
were mopping up bloodstains before 
lab experts could eramine them), 
inadequate witness identification. 

Houghton agrees with these criti- 
cisms but concludes that considering 
the circumstances, "the department 
responded well in those first hectic, 
confusing hours.* 

Without employing Dragnet style, 
Houghton and Taylor make the officers 
and witnesses come alive, re-create the 
setting and the mood of emotion and 
grief. Most impressive Is the human 
component. The common stereotypes 
so popular now are demolished here. 
The investigators display qualities of 
concern, curiosity, sympathy, pride 
and realism. 

When Houghton asked one officer 
about Mayor Sam Yorty's public state- 
ment that Sirhan had Communist 
connections, the man replies; 

■1 was at Rampart when the mayor 
and Commissioner McGaughey came 
In. I talked to Ihem for a few minutes 
and then got busy on something else. 

Next thing I know, Yorty ana the 
commissioner were reading Slrhan's 
notebook. Hen. Fm not going to tell the 
mayor of this city and a police 
commissioner what to do. Besides, one 
Is an attorney, and the other an ex-FBI 
man. They know the rules of evidence 
as well as I do* 

What Is certain is that the 8US make* 
It clear that there was no shred of 
evidence suggesting a conspiracy. 

' The acc ount stands as a m tytei of ft s 
kina, honest, evocative and eompellii^. 
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1 ProsecutorlrT 
Sirhan Trial 
Named Judge 

SACRAMENTO (UP I) 
—The deputy district at- 
torney who prosecuted 
Sirhan Sirhan for the mur- 
der of Seif. Robert F. 
Kennedy has been ap- 
pointed by Gov. Reagan as 
a Los Angeles/ County 
Superior Court Aidge. 

David K. F/is, 47, head 
depiiiy oJ ilje bama iuom- 
ra branch of the county 
district attorney's office, 
succeeds Judge Emmett 
E. Doherty, who retired. 
The post pays *31,816 a 
year. 

Fitts, a Republican, is a 
native of Los Angeles who 
received his law degree 
from Stanford Unfversitf-. 

The governor alsyap- 
pointed Francis J. Carvev . 
Covina jfuorilfs; Vermr 
G Ftt 

■ttornfiv lecturer at 
the USQ law school, and 
Municipal Judge Thom as . 
C. M/rphy ol los Angeles j 
Tajs Angeles Superi- 
or Court bench. 

Murphy Is a Democrat 
and the others art Repub- 
licans. 

They replaced Judges 
Mark Brandler, Aubrey 
Irwin and Mervyn Agge- 
ler, who retired from the 
posts. / 

Reagan Also announced 
the appointment of Jtswiph. 
W. Ch and ler, a To* An- 
gWEsTToufity deputy dis- 
trict 'attorney, to fill s 
newly created Judgeship 
on the Santa Monica Mu- 
nicipal Court. 

Chandler, a Republican, 
Will rece ive an annual 
salary oi*29 ,27ft. 
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^r*"Sirhan Tells Mother - * - 
Fast Is Over— (or. 30 Days 

JAN QUENTIN, am. (UPIJIdown in tears while ttfflag 
—StrJun B. Slrhin, condemned newsmen about the short visit 



Sen. Robert 



with her eon. 

“He’s only bones and akin,” 



Kennedy, promised hla motber she Slii -He's to pale. If be 



( eKissagp, the family 
“‘who accompanied 
an and another atm, 
n Uw visit, told of the 



la a tearful reunion Wednesday doesn't eat, I wm fast with 
to end his hunger strike at San him.” I 
Quentin prison. LuXr JfcKissjcV, the family 

Eirhan, who has not taken •tt&nreyT*‘who accompanied 

M if «!/( ho Mrs. Sifian and another non. 

•obd food for II days, said be Munlr T ^ M ^ 

would resume his last in >0 ju^idc IhreaL 

days and might take his own -He said he win start eating 

Ht H officials do not relax the breakfast tomorrow, and will 

Isolation of his imprisonment eat for JO days," aaid 

The assassin’s 17-year-old McKlssach. Bat unless his 

* 3 would rather die In his own 

fashion rather than have the 
stale take his life.” 

The attorney said StrJun "has 
developed the feeling that be Is 
not a human being at all" 
because he is so isolated. He Js 
not permitted to come within 15 
feet of other prisoners on the 
row and can only talk to them 
by shouting over a 15-foot no- 
man's tend and two steel 
fences. 

San Quentin officials have 
kept Strban at a distance from’ 
any other prisoners because 
they fear his life might be in 
danger*"”* * 
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IILKES- BARRe Tpi. <AP ): 
- A judge refwed j»S3,y1o or-j 
dw in whumitiw ind autopsy 
on Die body of Mary Jo Ko- 
pechne, (he ZS-year-oid eecre- 
Ury who died last summer in 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’* au- 
tomobile, 

Judge Bernard C. Bromlnski 
of Common Pleas Court said 
testimony at a hearing on (be 
petition by a Massachusetts pro- 
secutor supported (be original 
finding— death by drowning. 

The decision dears (be way 
for a Massachusetts court to 
hold a seam inquest into the ac- 
cident. Kennedy's car pitched 
off a bridge and bito a tidal 
pqnd at Chappaquiddick Island 
off the Massachusetts coast In 
the middle of (be night on July 
18 . 

Hie rating was 1 victory for 
Mary Jo’s parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph A, Kopechne at 
Berkeley Heights, NJ. They op- 
posed art autopsy on grounds it 
would be “grossly offensive and 
prejudicial to their wishes ” 

“This means that TO come up 
here very often to see my 
daughter," Mrs. Kopechne told 
a news conference at the court! 
house. “I couldn’t have gone up 
to that cemetery again if 1 knew, 
the grave bad been disturbed.” 1 

Miss Kopechne is buried in 
nearby LaritsviDe, near where 
she was bora in this northeas- 
tern Pennsylvania coal region.. 

The father said be was happy 
with the rating and (be sched- 
uled Inquest did not disturb him. 

"We are waiting patiently for 
the inquest to be held," be said. 

In Washington, Kennedy said 
be was grateful for the decision 
because “1 realize bow much It 



meant to the Kopechne family; 
H increases their peace of mind, 
and I'm grateful for that.” 
“Now.” Kennedy said. **ttT 
my hope that (he authorities In 
Massachusetts wiH move for- 
ward so the entire matter can 
be concluded as soon as possi- 
ble.” . < ' ' 

Kennedy, who has been Ja fre- 
quent touch with the family 
slflcp. tha^Bccideat. .telephone d 
pie parents this morning to ex 



pr ess hi* p leasure at Bmmin - 
ski's decision. 

Disl. Ally, Kdmund Dinit 0/ 
New Bedford. Hass., wwghi the 
autopsy for the inquest. Dinis 
said in advance he would nut 
appeal any ruling by Brommski. 

Brommski said the fads pre- 
sented at the hearing were ''in- 
sufficient to support a finding uf 
the cause of death" other than 
‘drowning. 

He said any contort in Kenne- 
dy's versions of whai happened 
or faiture to rejart the accident 
for nearly 10 hours "does not 
suggest 1 cause of death other 
than drowning." 

Brommski said hr look into 
consideration the parents' ob- 
jections. 

• While their disapproval is 
hot an absolute bar to an esJiu- 
, motion and autopsy." Brumin- 
iski said, *in view of the farts 
{presented to this roun their ol> 
ijections are well taken." 

\ The judge also said that the 
presence of blood in Hiss Ko- 
peehne s nose and mouth and on 
her clothing, as brought out by 
Dims at the hearing Oil. 
did not provide sufficient doubt 
to warrant exhumation. 

In New Bedford, Dmi* had no 
immediate comment 00 the 
, judge's ruling. 

And in l-dgurtown. Hass.,! 
District Court Judge Japies A. 
Joy le be.'re whom the inquest 
is tu be held, was unavailable! 
fur rommcal. IDs clerk said! 
Boyle flight not have anything, 
to say i"f so; is time. Boylr had 
declined to set a dale for the m- 
qiysi rm.l after Brominnki had 
ruled on the-autous).’* ■ * : 
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JOSEP H KOPECHNE PLANTS A KISS ON WIFE’S CHEEK AFTER S 
Relieved parents held news conference after learning that permission for |pttys 
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’ Sirhan Still Refusing to 
Cat, San Quentin Says 






SAN QUENTIN (UP1>— Con- 
demned assassin Sirhan Sirhan 
spumed breakfast again today 
on the 12th day of his liquids- 
only hunger strike against secu- 
rity arrangements on San Quen- 
tin's death row. 

"There's no change at this 
point.*' reported Associate War- 
den James Park. ‘‘He didn’t eat 
last night, and he didn't eat 
breakfast this morning." 

Sirhan. convicted killer of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy, went on a 
coffee and cocoa diet Nov, ft to 



m 



it 



Mi 



protest the security measures 
which keep him isolated from 
other inmrte* on death row. 

Park said a prison doctor 
each day routinely examines 
Sirhan and other inmates sent- 
enced to Ihe gas chamber. He 
said the prisoner still weighs 105 
pounds — his weight when he en- 
tered the prison in May. 

“He is s very light eater nor- 
mally,” Park said. "He only 
eats one meal a day and very 
sparingly of that. He will start 
eating eventually or we wlD 
force food into him. But that's a 
long way off.” 

Sirhan is unhappy over wire 
mesh screens in the cellblock 
which isolate him from other in- 
mates awaiting execution. He 
has offered :n sign a waiver re- 
leasing the prison from any re- 
sponsihjviy jf anything hap- 
pened to h'in. 

Sirhan began rejecting solid 
food after writing Warden Louis 
Nelson a note reading: "Hitler 
had more mercy than you do. 
I'm going on a hunger strike to 
pr oject ihi* Nari concentration 
••amp-likc treat nient of yours.”' 
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Sirhan on Hunger 
Strike at Quentin 



SAN* QUENTIN, Ctiif. (\JPI) Sirhan also demanded ttw 
-Condemned assassin Sirhan right |o exercise will) 'after 
B. Sirhan te on , liquid d*t ^ ^ Md wdllc . 

hunger strike protesting atrin- .. . . „ „_. , . 

gent security arrangements on Uon 01 *** l® 1 *®** 1 * ®* * *1*^ l® 
San Quentin's Death Row. front of his eel Psik said a 
Sirhan, convicted kilter of shade was rigged for the light: 
Sen. Robert * 7 . . Kennedy but the o ther, demands were 
stopped eating -Nov. 8, «te rejected? ‘ . ' "—^ 7 ^ 

prison disclosed Monday. - — 

“I’m going on a hunger strike 
to pettiest this Nazi concentra- 
tion -cimp-like treatment of 

yours," Sirhan said in 1 note to 
Warden Louis Kelson. "Bitter 
had more mercy than you do." t 
The note, which opened with 
an obscenity., jtss written by 
the 8-year-old Jordanian Immi- 
grant. after Nelson refused to; 
make requested changes in the 
tight security conditions around 
Silt an 'a isolated cell. - - 1 

Associate Warden James 
Park said Sirhan had been 
complaining for some time 
about mesh screens which block 
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Sirhan Ends First 
6 Months in Jail 



SAN QUENTIN (UPI)-Sirban 
B. Sirhan completed his first 
six months of lonely isolation 
on San Quentin prison’s death 
row Sunday, awaiting appeals 
on his conviction for the 
assassination of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. 

“He is very quiet" said 
Associate Warden James Park. 
"His routine doesn't change. 
Lots of reading, very little TV. 

The 25- year -old Jordanian 
immigrant is isolated in Cell S3 
a stark concrete and steel 
enclosure on the prison’s sixth 
floor. The cells on either aide 
are empty and two mesh steel 
screens create a no-man's land 
15 feet away in the rellblock 
corridor. 

A different guard Brings 1 

Irani Hum 



Sir! 



two meals each day 



and sometimes pauses for a 
few words with the young 
assassin. The other 25 con- 
demned men in the unit may 
approach the mesh acreens and 
converse with Sirhan, but Park 
said be doesn’t seem anxious 
for the society of other 
inmates. Sirhan has a IS by IS] 
foot private recreation yard 
outside his cell, hut mostly 
exercises with a medicine ball 
|or by doing pushups Inside the 
cell. 

He leaves the secluded area 
only for medical appointments 
and to meet visitors. His' 
mother, brothers and attorneys 
have averaged about one visit a 
month since Sirhan arrived at 
San Quentin on May 23. 

When he leaves, other in 
mates are ordered to dear a] 



[30-foot path for Sirhan and Us 
two guards. Officials fear other 
prisoners might try to attack 
the slayer of Kennedy. 

“Our basic obligation la to 
keep him functioning mtH the 
courts decide his case,” the 
associate warden said. Sirhan’* 
attorneys are not expected to 
file their first appeal ratO 
March. 

Para said Slrhan’a reading is 
heavy on subjects like theoso- 
phy, psychology and mysticism, 
although he also gets Playboy 
magarine In the mafl. 

"He remains interested ta the 
Middle East situation, leading 
English-language pro- Arab Jour- 
nals,” Park said. The associate 
warden said Sirhan also listens 
to Arabic music an * phorw- 
graph given him by his family. 
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SIRHAN BEGINS 7TH 
MONTH ON DEATH ROW 



SAN QUENTIN (UPI) 
— Sirhan B. Sirhan com- 
pleted his first six months 
of lonely isolation on San 
Quentin Prison'6 death’ 
row Sunday, awaiting ap- 
peals on his conviction for 
the assassination of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy. 

*H# Is very quiet,* said 
Associate warden James 
Park. "His routine doesn’t 
change. Lots of . reading, 
very little TV.* 

The 25-year-old Jordani- 
an immigrant Is isolated In 
Cell 33, a stark concrete 
and steel enclosure on the 
.prison’s sixth floor. .The 
cells on either aide are 



empty and two mesh ateel 
screens create a no-man’i 
land 15 feet away in the 
cellblock corridor. 

A different guard brings 
Sirhan his two meals each 
day and sometime pauses 
for a few words with the 
young assassin. The other 
25 condemned men in the 
unit may approach the 
' mesh screens and con- 
verse with Sirhan, but 
Park said he doesn't seem 
anxious for the society of 
other immates. 



Sirhan has a jO hr I S 
foot private recreation 
yard outside his cell, but 
mostly exercises with A 
medicine hall or by doing 
pushups inside the cell 

He leaves the secluded 
area only lor medical ap- 
pointments and to meet 
visitors. His mother, 
brothers and attorneys 
have averaged about one 
visit a month since Sirhan 
arrived at San Quentin on 
Jday 23. 

When be leaves, other 
inmates are ordered to 
c leaT a 3 0-foot path for 
SiFEanana his two guaW. 
Officials fear other priso- 
ners might try to attack 
t he slayer of Ken nedy, 

^t>ur basic obligation ift 
io xeep mm functioning 
until the courts decide his 
case,* the associate warden 
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Sirfians Mother ~\ 
Talks to Thant Aide 
on Mideast Peace 

ft<C*Ov« H T»* Then k*a • Stiff WT*tr 

NEW YORK-The mother of the * 
assassin of Sen. Rohe it F. Kennedy 1 
attained a partial victory Monday in ' 1 
her effort to appear before the 
United Nations on behalf of peace in 
the Middle East. . 

Mrs. Mary Sirhan did not get her 
wish to speak to the General 
Assembly, but was given a 15- 
tninute interview with Undersec re- , 
tary for General Assembly Affairs 
Constantin A. Stavropuulous, 

Both Mrs. Sirhan and U.X. 
officials were reported satisfied with 
the compromise. 

The diminutive. Jerusalem-born j 
mother of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
told newsmen in Pasadena last ' 
Wednesday that she and 'her son. . 
Munir, 21, were departing that 
afternoon by car for New York. 

She admitted she bad had no 
previous contact with U.N. officials, 
but expressed confidence that she 
would get to set forth her views- She j 
said she would deliver it from the J 
front steps, If necessary. 

Telephone Thant's Office 

The Sirhans arrived in New York 
early Monday and telephoned the 
office of Secretary-General U Thant. 
Unaware of her Intentions— or her 
whereabouts at the time of the call 
—Thant's aides told her to call back , 
at 3 p.m. to apeak to Stavropoukms. 

Instead, she simply appeared at 
his office at the appointed hour. 

Munir told The Times that bis 
mother and Stavrppoulous discussed 
the tension In the Middle East, the 
plight of homeless Palestinian re- 
fugees, and her conviction that the 
Mideast's troubles were responsible 
f ar h s e sen's assassination o f Kenne- 



(Hm*I Gipf l*t In if«€l Id**) 

^ZStavropouloui later n&tgn gH plalry “ 
clothes security guards to escort 
Mrs. Sirhan and her son on a private 
tour of the U.K. building. At 4 pm,, 
ringed by about 30 security guards, 
Mrs. Sirhan held a brief news 
conference for some 40 newsmen, 
criticizing Zionism. 

Munir told The Times that his . 
mother was ’very satisfied* with the 
reception she received, although she 
would have preferred to fulfill her 
original aim. 

He said they planned to leave New 
Yprk imm ediately on the r eturn trip 
• to their name in Pasadena; 
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Mrs. Sirhan Hopes to TaTlc 
at U.N. 'in Search for Peace' 



BY DAVE SMITH 

tfatMl wrtur 

The mother of the assassin of Sen. 
Robert F. Kennedy said Wednesday 
•he Is going to New York to try to 
talk to the United Nations *ln search 
for peace.* 

’I will take only a few minutes,* 
•he promised. 

In New York, however, a U.N. 
spokesman Mid that under the rules 
of the world organisation *no indivi- 
dual can address the General Assem- 
bly * 

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, In a front porch 
news conference at her modest 
white frame house In Pasadena, 
admitted: 

—She has not been in contact 
with U.N. officials. 

—She has nowhere to stay In 
New York snd knows no one. 

— Her attorneys sre opposed to the 
trip and have told her she is too 
weak to make the trip. 

—Her son, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 



low in S an Quentin's Death 
not "yet know of her plan. 



Row, 



—And she Is not quite 
' Sure what she wants to 
talk about when she gets 
there. 

But, she said, "some- 
times we simple people 
* . . They might hear our 
ay to them.' 

Mrs. Sirhan, 57, said she 
. planned to leave i turned i- 

• ately after the Wednesday 

• morning news conference 
[with her son. Munir, 21. 
i doing the driving. She said 
a woman friend — *And 
; she is Jewish, too!" — 
would go with them. The 
Sirhans did not name the 
woman. 

Mrs. Sirhan, wearing her 
light blue, polka-dotted 
! traveling dress, greeted 
reporters with a broad 
smile and handshake, then 
led them into her tiny, 
spotless living room for 
roffcg and baklava she 



tnaoe herself. 
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. i;r * vigils Jn he to New York Mon day. "1 . cannot 
her impriiorpd *on have Oct. 13, 1 will phone you inis 
made her determined to then. Thank you very don’t ■*!! my son. 1 don’t 
try to speak at the 1,'niied much • accept any money for to- 

Nations for the last six Mrs. Sirhan said she Is no«nt blood.* 
months. *1 can't sleep, I * no t accusing anyone* be- She « ld one eon, Adel, 
can't eat. 1 can’t rest,* the c^e of her son's fate. *1 3°. 15 working somewhere 
said, adding that she be- know America Is full of to the state of Washington 
lieved her plea, ff she may justice * 8 he said, but she (Lnd aends money when he 
be heard, might to some said her plan might In- Can- 
way help her son. fluence America to be Munir, 21, has been 

She said she would Im- more merciful unable to find work since 

mediately send a telegram Asked what she would the highly publicized trial 
U N. Secretary-General U. An if she cannot speak, —he has badly impaired 
Thant *to tell him I’m on , Mrs. Sirhan said, *1 would eyesight— and she has not 
my way * ev en stand outside the Wt emotionally able to 

The telegram, read bv ; door and say what 1 think, return to her old Job at ■ 
Munir, said: *1 wish to talk what is in my heart." Church nursery school, «he 
before the General Assem- 1 Sirs. Sirhan said she has *jid. When you care for 
bly next week ip tearrh ! had financial hard time* children, you must be able 
for peace in the Middle ' in the six months tinea to concentrate on them. 
East. I will take only a few 1 Sirhan was convicted. . ..... 

raj nut ps. if all goes well . But 6he said ahe hat Mrs, Sirhan said she had 
with the a utomobUe, 1 will rejected several large of* no qualms about the trip, 

fers from magazines— one ’QodwjHbe with us.* *he 
of $15,000 and another of 'God is every puce.- 
S3?,nnft-.fr»r sto ries about 
her family. 
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Sirhan Mother Plans 
United Nations Plea 

Mrs. Mary Sirhan, mother of 'eTfgraphcd Thant saying *kf 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's sssas-' 
sin, Sirhan Bishara Sirhan. is en 
route to New York City today, 
intent on pleading the cause of 
both her son and the Arabs of 
Palestine before the United Na- 
tions. 

However. Pl'.K. spokesman 
in New York said yesterday that 
no message had been received 
from Mrs Sirhan and '‘do indi- 
vidual can address the General 
Assembly*' nnder its rules of 
procedure. . 

tie 57-year-old Arab Immi- 
grant woman left her Pasadena 
home yesterday after an emo 
tkmal news conference at which 
she announced she had asked 
Secretary General U Thant for 
It minutes to apeak before the 
UN's General Assembly. She 
said the had no indication 
whether the international .body 
would agree to hear her plea. 

Mrs. Sirhan, her son Munir, 

2Z, 'and a family friend whose 
identity was not disclosed are! 
traveling to New York in a rent- 
ed_ear. 

Site sakf yesterday s^ fad 



jcxpcviea to arrive at we 
Monday. 

If she is not admitted to a 
General Assembly session, she 
said, she will attempt to speak 
from the steps of United Nations 
headquarters) sqa 1 
Mrs. Sirhan said she had con- 
ceived of the trip months ago, 
and had finally decided to make 
it after a recent visit to her son 
on San Quentin's death row. 

She described Sirhan, now 
watting out an appeal on bis 
death sentence, as acting like a 
"rat in a trap.” 

The grey-haired diminutive 
Arab woman said she would ap- 
peal ler the UN for her ton. for 
all others awaiting the death 
sentence in California, for world 
pe ajf and th e caus e Jtf the P a 
lesfiruan'Aftbs. r 
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Sirha.li Gate Shows Error in~~ 
Swallowing Psychiatry Y/iiole 



BV MARTIN' L CR05S 

Tn« r •• «t*h ai 



p -Cor:iniin;ent t-hitlds *he no.!; 

>v ( , 




thought* for a ration which has any crimii’jl statutes." he writes in 
given extensive "police powers' the current University Rsvicx. 

P ;-° r f ™* prominent zrA controversial 
unuer our archaic laws o: forced .v. 

commitment for the mentally ill. ™ ***** aIi ° lh * 8C - 



curacy of the medical-semantic term 



Estimates place the mental ir.sn* ’mental illness * for v.-hich he has 
tutlou population at a half i.-.iliio-i, been under heavy attack by his 
?r,e Of whom have be in ir careers t- co’iecgucs. But on the question of 
ed against their will. Widespread depriving a patient of liberty In 
involuntary cctrmjtrner.t ber.r. a: t ore or to treat him tor her), Dr. fsasr 
time In our history when ’insanftv' has presented potent charges and 
still conjured up images of hostile, cogent unanswered questions, 
dangerous souls. Tod:y. with pay- PalIen(3 v , ith cancer tnd heart 
chiatric pharmacology reducing vi- 




Ih 

me 

v 



a rope 



are 



to enter and leave hospitals at tvili. Dr. Srasr brings 'to mind the 




ou 

be: 



ii sal-: trs«eJ'r:Vj£h like a crime, ta ’T’ P^chiatric interventions ir. a 
gent-rsl'.y with the patient"-- ir.car- mas- society comes from the trend, 
ce ration and removal of his civil to accept the testimony of psycliia- 




a '“r **■ t?5H v * 1 1 ■ u fcT * rir,ttc ‘ in Despite continual disagreement by 

»*■»*««».*». ppljLfa, in MMtWl »ni.)r 

* • cases, the psychiatric profession's 

Shouldn't lociety be protected In Us own expertise is not 
against possible harm, from the shaken. This was Illustrated by a 




c depd'. . . *: for m- :.t of vu.ur.tr/ 

l fir tor.-.et.iet’.Ci of the coru.-.Jrit;-. Vtctmcvt. but ;:v-ryiv:; y 

i-il-’jj' ii i.v.o.U"'; ;y co mr-itiui ut 
E- me! fever, c; r\*r. 
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. He r j nested that the patienLue'J 
not be 'notified' of the court action 
against hint, ar.d be committed 
•imply by 'an application to the 
hospital by a close relative or a 
friend, and certification by two qua- 
lified psychiatrists that they have 
examined the subject and found him 
to be mentally 111." 

In the name of healing, psychiatry 
Is seeking even greater police pow- 
er. Dr. Szasz believes that most 
commitments stem from family 
desire to eliminate one bothersome 
member, a trend that would be 
encouraged by easier psychiatric 
commitment. The danger to the 
patient is not unreal. A former 
governor of Ohio has stated that half 
the committed patients over 65 in 
the state’s mental institutions were 
later found not to be mentally ill. 

What about the patient who may 
be dangerous to himself, if r.ot to 
others? Dr. Szasz has expressed the 
opinion that potentially suicidal 
patients should not be restrained 
indefinitely just because they* might 
kill themselves, inferring that men- 
tal hospitals can never be free 
medical environments if that fear 
paralyzes their operation. 

* 

Hi* recommendations? The end of 
involuntary commitment for the 
non-criminal mentally 111, AH the 
quasi-criminal trappings of mental 
h capitalization — commitment, 
locked doors, fingerprinting, loss of 
civil rights— should be abolished. 
Most patients, he is convinced, would 
voluntarily seek help if the penal 
atmosphere of the system were 
eliminated. Mental Hines?, he adds, 
ihculd not be used as an excusing 
condition in criminal trials. * 

Dr. Szasz's arguments are charged 
with emotional and intellect-.: fr- 

vor. UnJoubiOdV.^rrc- h-nuicidi!- 
prone mental p-tlews r-. i ci to be 
retrained, but i': of man/ 

of Dr. Sz u sz’s arguments c.- puo: L u 
ioii&l.** < 
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'to f'i.*— v.'tv. cr inHiov c.i ' , / ,,rc r r i,: ■ . 

' in rtvr.il years a? he . c > ''■aL ei £•>.■_ i..p ” - 

ureiiiij t*i c^Joy Mi - 

'a: the d-c’i of f’C- r r h.-.ti-!.-I 
re—. I bn.ih hi k'. An* 

74,1‘k =* Covniv. 
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t]in r^iytonc of hi.-' carir.i. 

No one. hi.--, L:,> l.civ evi*!/ 
better Jilin? o;;e of tlir 
main critciia CrUtliiisbetf 
by Judge 

HunaM If. Wright ®ml 
Judge llirharil Sdmi'cr, 
who h.'f ded the nininal 
departments of Superior 
Court: The judge picKeit ui 
try Sirluut would to 
live wide tiimim l court 
r.vprrifiKf. 

lie-fail''? SivliiinV cum 
ticliu<i j- being appealed, 
‘Wiill.cr diiiTi. iff if can- 
liouib-, repenting what he 
vs i d when l li c jti ry 
it re be J Its veld ill: 

') thought l utn. and I’ve 
hey itl nothin;; since to 
my mind, that the 
jury*. 1 , dfciiioi! a ro:- 
i cf i one " 

He iliO iyvj nil ihc keb 

were In ov^lu out during 
1 lie. trial snd Itia: ill the 
r jK.i liiiciir question? 
V ere HSliWCt eo. 

*J sin cunviiu-rd*— etui 
1 lie re if abroluicly no cre- 
dible t vide in- e to the eun- 
t rai \ — tin. I there was no 
ron.-pivacy to bill Sen. 
Kennedy," hr declared. 

In rejecting tin- oficrtd 
plea c-givernen', he raid he 
never comit-ovd the fa ft 
the! Mich mi fiv«nige;v.ciit 

\ui«W fi\e tiir court's 
lime end the tsNjiyy tvs.* 
money. 

•Justice is jint iniwitrpd 
hy either tin.r r»r money 
Mid I’ve never lei tliotr 

factors — in Any »•*;■(• - 0 / 
triinine my dcci.'io.l,' in' 
sdln. 



\d Kinnlinn' » _ 

Hi;: philosophy on the 
«*f nth llic-'C many 
he said, has always l,:t *. to 
follow vliv law. 

Kvcti no’-'.' lie won’t Miy 
whether be p.» :<ri. Uy la* 
v n:>. capital puui.hrr.i'iii, 
noting ti‘,,1 io.' city tlj;-r; 
ii.HKn tan: to hi-- ii il.,t it 

it l lie hr-.v jn Ci.liio: i ia„ 

A lay leader i<< 1 Hr 
Kpi.-rCr].; 1 C’iiun h. wb'< b 
op]|'V-fS the divlh penally 
jri * matter of principle, 
jb f ll.f r doe;, Jm.ci i r» 
lni.nb-jn that capital pu\ 
ni-:!micni 15 not cruet and 
mumuil Or bsibvnv. 

Anti Jif believes it sr : 'Vf-' 

3 clilm c n t, t un 

though be ] >l f 'idl'd OM-I' R 

l liccedf i:t-*r hem ji:g 

iha't miy lc.-d to its ab-eli* 
lio;t. 

la Kovcmb-'i.’ 1067, be 
rejected fit A ('Ll* cor.ici.- 
tioa that the dc; lb penally 
is tiucon-sliu'iionr.1 in tar 
ease or Hubert L. Thorn - 
1*>u, a convicted kidnaper, 
robber end sex pervert. 

Con’it Hi btihivt 
Thai case iiov is 
?t'pcrl jsnd theoretically' 
maid b: the one th;.t 
I sou iid' tlic death biicll lor 
I «v pit .) paoi.-hiiiciU. 
j At the conclusion of the 
I Vi -day hearing. Gerald 
fioillieb, ova of ihc ACLU 
[ hwyci :. wid of Walker, 
j n> spit? Jii* fdv< r>e mlillg: 

> *iHi lii'noes y ill cotV'ii-. 

^.ijtp p Luting conti ibutitm 

to Ameriewt Lav.' 







}Vr.lkiT itgiTt v'vjtb. r,- 
mtIkhi;; Ibat tb'- rnosi 
neglected p ■ S of cri, nia.it 
l-w i- too lit l Ji.- rmplvvis 
"a ictn.hiUta.iion of ton 
virleJ folon-. 

The problem of nliabili- 
tiding Ihc criminal who 
beni in j.<it for to imig 
hr become.* invlitulioaa 
lived c? o must be soiled, 
.•;(x ording to Wall. cr. 

Ilf Ibiiihs Cabioniiit i*: 
the most Put anted of all 
slates in (hi 1 ifspocl with 
its jwesfiitciv.'ing vepo’-U. 
d i agnoitic tiaminal ions 
a n d Jndclerminiite .«fn- 
Ifiv.ing. 

The parole *ys(cn-, Jif 
aaid, 1$ a good one, al* 
though enm art made 
•farc-tusc it ii opera loci by 
1 men who aiw subject to 
mailing rtisliiLc.-." 

The Walker; hf ' c three 
children, one of whom, 
Herbert \V. Wall er, prsc- 
ticca lrv in Santa Aiw. 
f Jt will be ab-rjt three 
I months before Judge 
j Walker will be pole to 
I icsunif P normal life, 

•Eight nova J’m in the 
'tiiRipa, tfcau.p T frrl >•» 
“nripl.-rc/ hr — ■' i — * 
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| ffig Slated 
|§ This Week in 

! Kennedy Case 

"WILKES-BARRE, Pa. 
(UPI) — Presiding Judge 
Bernard C. Brominski of 
Luzerne County Court 
will hand down a ruling 
this week on a Massa- 
chusetts request for an 
autopsy on the body of , 
Mary Jo Kopechne. killed < 
In Sen. Edward M. Kenne- 
dy’s car. j 

•J'm working on it right 1 
now and I'll work through * 
the Labor Day weekend.* 
■■■.. ) the judge said Saturday. *1 
expect 1 will announce my 
decision next Tuesday or 
pfW* Wednesday.* 
k 'Judge Brominski said 

§0m his decision would be on . 
fnS whether he has the aur 
;| tlywity or jurisdiction to 
1 order exhumation and au- 
topsy of the girl’s body, as 
requested by Dist. A tty. : 
Edmund Dinis of New j 
R/J Bedford, Mass. 

Asked to which court , 
Dinis might appeal if 
tjjVl Brominski held that he 
ml lacked jurisdiction, he re- 
PPJ plied: 

"That's Mr. Dinis’ prob- 
lem. I'm not being face- 
Ki Jt tious when I say I don't 
know. My problem is a 1 
jfe' jll ruling on the motion.* 

JVf Dinis was preparing for 
fri the atari of an Inquest 



(MeiNit Ciieein« i» Vk« l«4«] 
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the atari of an Inquest 
Wednesday at Edgiriown, 
.iiiiL, into . Miss 
t Kopechne’* death. 

Brominski’* ruling will 
come on a motion filed on 
‘behalf of the girl’s 



J arents. Mr. and Mrs. 
oeeph Kopechne, of Berk- 
eley Heighta, NJ, who 
asked the court to reject 
>the Dinis request, charg- 
ee it failed to set forth 
-Jvnatft facts to warrant ' 

>3ey. ) ■ /• 
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Sirhan Choice: Death 
Instead of Insanity? 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - A! Diamond, SB, professor Of tow 
psychiatrist said Sunday that Im j psychiatry at the Universi- 
Sirhan B Sirhan let himself be!,.. 



found guilty of first degree 



ty of California and acting dean 



murder in the assassination of University s School 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and be of ^tnotogy, sari persons 
sentenced to death rather than • CCttSed u « «™ us «» 
admit be is a schizophrenic. ®°n«al mental fll- 

“Sirhan wants everybody to 1 * 55 even “““S 6 wou,d 
consider hi* i^ol and t ° n ^ Ule J n , * d «J U8le defense 
rational assassin,” said Dr. 1 tnaJ - 
Bernard L. Diamond, a psychi- Diamond, who pot Sirhan 
atric witness in the trial. “He under hypnosis during his 
believes himself to be a oretriai examinations, said the 
fantastic martyr who by his ; *fendant as an Arab child in 
noble act or aelf sacrifice first Israeli W2r underwent 

has served his people, the bombing and shelling and that 
Arabs and become a great his condition deteriorated after 
hen.” be came to the United States. 

In an interview printed in . . he became preoccupied 
Psychology Today. Diamond with revolution, violence, 
said that “Sirhan is ready to dreams of glory, power and 
d ie In. th e gas chamber to becoming the savi or of h is 
prolectUus heroic fantasy." people," the psychiatrist said. 
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